Chepstow Town Council
Primary Healthcare Resolution

Based upon years of input from residents to all Town Councillors, Chepstow Town Council (CTC) at
its 2021 AM <unanimously > resolved the Mayor send a letter of congratulations to Eluned Morgan
MS, on being appointed to Minister for Health and Social Services, stating on behalf of our residents
we are grateful to all the front line NHS workers and Carers for their dedication and professionalism
particularly during the Covid 19 pandemic and requesting the Minister to:

Undertake an independent review e.g. by Community Health Council (CHC), of Aneurin Bevan
University Health Board on its planned decision, concerning its clinicals future plan, for residents
in the capture area of Chepstow Community Hospital (CCH), in relation to meeting the NHS Wales
Health and Care Standards for primary care up to a beyond 2025. In particular the review to
include the need for a Nurse led Minor Injury Unit (MIU) to be reopened.

Reason for the request:

1. Covid 19 has accelerated change e.g. eHealth and increased visibility of people with protected
characteristics as set out in the Equality Act 2010.

2. CHC opened in 2000 having been developed under the Government's Private Finance Initiative
(PFI). We understand that there is a commitment to keep the facility to 2025 but not beyond.
We understand that the Board consider the facility expensive.

3. The Health Board has set out exemplary an Integrated Medium Term Clinical Futures Plan
2019/20—2021/22. Clinical Futures is the Health Board’s plan for sustainable health and care
services for the whole of the NHS across the Gwent area. The plan majors on the Grange, Royal
Gwent, Nevill Hall and Ysbyty Ystrad Fawar Hospitals.

4. We have concerns that in practice what is being done and what is set out may differ. We
understand that the future for CCH beyond 2025 has yet to be decided, or if it has already, has
not been made public.

5. Not counting any temporary arrangements due to the Covid 19 emergency, services have
progressively been transferred from CCH to other Hospitals, with 84 beds reduced to 54.

6. In 2011 the Board, without consultation, closed the MIU at CCH in spite of significant objections
from residents, MCC and CTC. The Board argued that there was insufficient use to justify the
MIU safely remaining open. Questions can be asked about the completness of the data used and
alternative approaches to maintaining the training of nurses.

7. NHS Wales has set out its targets for Health & Care Standards, but are they in practice being met
for the over 42,000 residents of Chepstow and surrounding residents? The 2011 census sets
population in Chepstow, Sedbury and Tutshill (17,200), Caldicot (9,600), Caerwent (1,790),
Devauden (1,040), Portskewett (2,033), St Arvan’s (765), Tintern (853) and Trellech (2,759)).

8. The 2011 census, when published, will indicate the population will have significantly grown and
could well now be over 50,000. The demographics are expected to show a growing number of
older people, who need to rely on public transport, together with the increased new build
attracting a growing number of young families. Both these groups are the main users of primary
care services and it is unreasonable to expect them to travel far for treatment that may only
take less than an hour. Today a CHC MIU might well see in excess of 30 patients a day.

9. Residents have a significant journey time and distance to access their current MIU — (Royal
Gwent (19.5 miles), Nevill Hall (23 miles), Ysbyty Ystrad Fawr, Ystrad Mynach (32 miles), Ysbyty
Aneurin Bevan, Ebbw Vale (34 miles)) (Distances from Chepstow Council Offices)

10. Residence currently often choose to use the Lydney MIU (9.5) miles, which is due to close and
Bristol (17 Miles). It is presumed these MIUs recharge Aneurin Bevan University Hospital Board.
With this closure a significant number of residents of SW Gloucestershire would use a Chepstow
based MIU.



https://aneurinbevanchc.nhs.wales/about-us/what-we-do/
https://abuhb.nhs.wales/healthcare-services/community-services/community-hospitals-and-facilities/chepstow-community-hospital/
https://abuhb.nhs.wales/files/clinical-futures/clinical-futures-documents/minor-injury-units/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
https://abuhb.nhs.wales/files/key-documents/integrated-medium-term-plan-imtp/integrated-medium-term-plan-2019-20-2021-22-pdf/
https://abuhb.nhs.wales/files/clinical-futures/clinical-futures-documents/community-hospitals/
https://senedd.wales/media/2ehhipbv/dp-1431-11-16-english.pdf
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/1064/24729_Health%20Standards%20Framework_2015_E1.pdf
https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/uploads/2015/08/Census-2011-Town-and-Community-Council-Statistics.pdf
https://abuhb.nhs.wales/healthcare-services/enhanced-local-general-hospitals/ysbyty-ystrad-fawr/
https://abuhb.nhs.wales/healthcare-services/community-services/community-hospitals-and-facilities/ysbyty-aneurin-bevan/
https://abuhb.nhs.wales/healthcare-services/community-services/community-hospitals-and-facilities/ysbyty-aneurin-bevan/

