
PRESS RELEASE 
 

Council calls for independent review of primary health care provision, 
questioning the need to close the MIU and asking for safeguards for the future of 
the community hospital 
 
Chepstow Town Council, at its Annual Meeting on Wednesday 26th May 2021, passed a Resolution 
requesting Eluned Morgan MS, Senedd Minister for Health and Social Services, to conduct an 
independent review.  The review being requested is of the Primary Health Care services available and 
planned for residents in the capture area of Chepstow Community Hospital by the Aneurin Bevan 
Hospital Health Board.   
 
The Council expresses how grateful it is to all the front-line NHS workers and Carers for their dedication 
and professionalism particularly during the Covid 19 pandemic. It also recognised that the Health Board 
had to prioritise Covid 19 patients and going forward returning services to meeting NHS Wales targets 
for Health & Care Standards. 
 
Tom Kirton, Town Mayor, said at the meeting “not counting any temporary arrangements due to the 
Covid 19 emergency, services offered at the Community Hospital, have progressively been transferred 
to other Hospitals between 19 miles and over 30 miles away. For example, the 84 beds at the 
Community Hospital have now been reduced to 54.  In 2011 the Board, without consultation, closed 
the Minor Injury Unit (MIU) at the Community Hospital, in spite of significant objections from 
residents, Monmouthshire County Council and Chepstow Town Council. The Board argued that there 
was insufficient use to justify the MIU safely remaining open.” 
 
The Town Mayor went onto say “questions can be asked about the completeness of the data used 
when the decision was made to close the MIU.  He questioned whether alternative approaches to 
maintaining training of staff and utilising and developing other skills they possessed, had been 
considered.  In Chepstow there is an increasing number of older people, who need to rely on public 
transport, together with the increased new build attracting a growing number of young families. Both 
these groups are the main users of primary care services and it is unreasonable to expect them to 
travel far for treatment that may only take less than an hour.”  
 
The Community Hospital was opened in 2000 having been developed under the Government's Private 
Finance Initiative (PFI).  Although there is a commitment to keep the facility to 2025 nothing has been 
said as to what will happen beyond that date.  The Council understand that the Board considers the 
facility expensive. 
 
The Council praised the clinical futures plans of the Board. However, it’s resolution indicated it has 
concerns, based upon past performance, that in practice what will be done and what is set out may 
differ and indeed not meet Welsh Government Policies. In particular, the future for the Community 
Hospital beyond 2025 has yet to be decided, or if it has already, has not been made public. 
 
For further information contact the Clerk at Chepstow Town Council admin@chepstow.co.uk 
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