[image: image1.jpg]



CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Town Amenities Committee Meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street Chepstow on Wednesday 16th April 2008 

Present:

Chairman:

Cllr Mrs Y Havard
Councillors:

Cllrs Ms H Beach, N Heywood
Apologies:

Cllr D Roman 
In Attendance:
Mrs R Jones (Admin Officer)
	37.
	Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda.

None.



	38.
	Minutes

The Minutes of the Town Amenities Committee meeting held on Wednesday 17th October 2007 were confirmed and signed as correct.


	39.
	Matters Arising

None.


	40.
	Wales in Bloom 2007
Members considered the judge’s report in respect of Chepstows’ winning entry in the 2007 Wales in Bloom competition and discussed how the Town’s entry might be improved for the forthcoming year.  Members recommended that greater community involvement for 2009 be considered together with the possibility of a public planting session in Beaufort Square.  The Administrative Officer raised the possibility of adding extra planted oak barrels at key locations including the “Welcome to Chepstow” signs.
RESOLVED:

To promote further community involvement where possible and encourage local schools and businesses to enter the Wales in Bloom Competition individually.

FURTHER RESOLVED:

 The Administrative Officer to investigate and progress the addition  of planted oak barrels beneath the ‘Welcome to Chepstow’ signs. 


	41.
	Wales in Bloom 2008

Members considered the following arrangements for the 2008 Wales in Bloom entry:



	
	(a)
	Members considered the repair of the Amberol barrier brackets by Caldicot Engineering.

RESOLVED:

To agree the repair of the Amberol barrier brackets by Caldicot Engineering at a cost of £70 + VAT.


	
	(b)
	Members considered quotations received in respect of watering contractors.
RESOLVED:  

To delegate authority to the Chair of the Town Amenities Committee and the Administrative Officer to appoint a watering contractor based on best value of the quotations received.


	
	(c)
	Members noted the quotation received from Boverton Nurseries as supplier of the floral displays for 2008 under the terms of the three year contract awarded.  Members noted that the contract would expire this year.
RESOLVED:

To accept the quotation of £11,695 +VAT from Boverton Nurseries as supplier of the floral displays for 2008 under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s144.


	
	(d)
	Members considered supplying the local primary schools with strawberry and tomato hanging baskets at a cost of £3.60 + VAT per basket to a maximum of £115.20 + VAT to be provided by Boverton Nurseries.
RESOLVED:

To supply the local primary schools with strawberry and tomato hanging baskets at a cost of £3.60 + VAT per basket to a maximum of £115.20 + VAT 



	
	(e)
	Members considered the purchase of bedding plants for the flower beds within the town centre at a cost of £323.22 + VAT from Boverton Nurseries.
RESOLVED:

To purchase bedding plants for the flower beds within the town centre at a cost of £323.22 under the provision of the Local Government Act 1972 s144.



	
	(f)
	Members considered arrangements for the erection of the 2008 Hanging Baskets and checking of the brackets with reference to current Health & Safety legislation.

The Administrative Officer outlined the health and safety concerns of the Nursery as to the height of the hanging baskets and their request to lower all the hanging baskets to a maximum of 7’ to 8’ above ground.  The Administrative Officer advised that lowering the baskets would create other potential health and safety issues as the lowered baskets might impact on pedestrians.  
The use of a cherry-picker for the checking of brackets and erection of baskets has been investigated but it was felt that this would be both cost-prohibitive and excessively time-consuming. 
The Administrative Officer had therefore investigated and an alternative system which appeared to address the health and safety ladder safety issues, this involved the purchase of  a Ladder Safety Device Stabilising System, which could be attached to any ladders in order to improve the safety of the operatives.  The suitability of the Ladder Safety Device Stabilising System had been discussed with both Boverton Nurseries and Monmouthshire County Council’s Ground Maintenance Staff who had indicated that the system was acceptable.
RESOLVED:

To purchase the Ladder Safety Device Stabilising System at a cost of £135 + VAT under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s111.
FURTHER RESOLVED:

To appoint Monmouthshire County Council’s Ground Maintenance team to check the safety of the hanging basket brackets throughout the town at a cost of approximately £280 + VAT under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s144.


	
	(g)
	Members discussed arrangements for the tender process in respect of the new 3-year contract for provision of the floral displays.

Members requested further community involvement which would also reduce the costs of provision of floral displays, with the possibility of growing plants from seeds provided by the Town Council and a public planting session.
RESOLVED:

To request the Administrative Officer to send out tender documents in consultation with the Town Clerk, with the inclusion of more local suppliers.


	42.
	Gardening Competition

Members noted the letter from the 2007 Wales in Bloom Gardening Competition winner and requested the Administrative Officer to respond on their behalf apologising for the delay in holding a presentation and advising that the winning pots were not customarily personalised.

Members considered arrangements for the running of the 2008 Gardening Competition.
RESOLVED:

To publicise the Gardening Competition widely, and to include a new category of Best Vegetable Garden.

FURTHER RESOLVED:

The Administrative Officer to purchase frames for photographs of the presentation ceremony and produce personalised Certificates for the winners of the Gardening Competition to be signed by the Chair and Vice-Chair.


	43.
	Items for Next Meeting

None.



CLOSE:  This completed the business of the meeting at 7.05pm
Signed……………………………


Date…………………….

CHAIRMAN







PAGE  
15

