CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Planning and Administration Committee of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, 
The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday, 23rd January 2008 at 6.15 pm

Present:

Chairman:

Cllr H Hodges
Councillors:

Mrs P Birchall, Mrs V Crump, Mrs Y Havard, 

N Heywood, Mrs J Robbins
Apologies: 
Cllrs D Dovey
In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell (Town Clerk)

The Chair welcomed Mr David Swanson, Head of Monmouthshire County Council’s Planning Service to the to the meeting and reminded Members that Mr Swanson had been invited to the meeting of the Planning Committee to address the concerns that Members had raised at the meeting on 10th October 2007.

Members raised concerns with regard to the increasing levels of traffic congestion within Chepstow, which were adding substantially to commuter journey times.  It was suggested that the level of house building in Chepstow was unsustainable, in that roads, leisure facilities, public transport services and schools were inadequate to cope with the increased demand from new development.

Mr Swanson explained that the new Local Development Plan consultation process would commence shortly and that these concerns could be raised within that framework.

Mr Swanson also confirmed that the County Council had refused an application for further development at Bayfield on traffic grounds but that the application had been approved on appeal.

Furthermore the Town Council was advised that s106 monies might be forthcoming from developers to contribute towards improvements in infrastructure.

A Member expressed concern at recent new build within the Crossway Green area, stating that the structures were out of keeping with existing dwellings and that areas of woodland and mature tress were being felled to facilitate new development.

The Town Council also expressed concern that planning application DC/2007/800 Riverside Mill had been approved by Monmouthshire County Council’s Planning Committee.  Members explained that whilst they supported the redevelopment of the warehouse to provide small units of residential accommodation, they had grave concerns as to the proposed design of the premises which they felt to be out of keeping with Chepstow’s historic riverbank setting.

The meeting was advised that there had been considerable debate of planning application DC/2007/800 by the County Council’s Planning Committee.  Members were reminded that community and town council representatives were able to address the Planning Committee at Monmouthshire County Council and it was recommended that such attendance and representation be made where the Town Council felt strongly about a planning application.
	106.
	Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda.

None.



	107.
	Minutes

The Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee Meeting held on 9th January 2008 were confirmed and signed as correct.



	108.  
	Matters Arising.

None.


	109.
	Monmouthshire County Council Planning Decisions.

The meeting noted the decisions of Monmouthshire County Council set out in the schedule appended to the minutes.


	110.
	Recommendations made under Delegated Powers

The meeting noted the following recommendation made under delegated powers since the previous meeting:-
DC/2007/01650                     Date:-18/12/07                Applicant:- Tesco Stores Ltd
Station Road                         Type:- ADVERT             Parish:- St Mary’s
Chepstow 
Proposal:- Mix of store and information signs.

Observation(s):  Chepstow Town Council recommends approval.



	111.
	Planning Applications.

Members considered the following planning applications:-



	
	DC/2007/01602

22/23 Moor Street

Chepstow
	Date:- 08/01/08 

Type:- CHANGE USE             
	Applicant:- Cheltenham & Warwick Properties Ltd
Parish:- St Mary’s

	
	  Proposal:-  Change of Use to Class A2.

  Observation(s):  Chepstow Town Council recommends refusal.

  Reason(s):
  1.  Chepstow Town Council is of the view that A2 usage in this prime location 

       would be detrimental to the economic viability of Moor Street. 


	
	DC/2007/01646

Little Dale

Welsh Street, Chepstow
	Date:- 04/01/08 

Type:-FULL              
	Applicant:- Mr M Winter-Price
Parish:- St Mary’s

	
	Proposal:-  Erection of timber framed conservatory.

Observation(s):  Chepstow Town Council recommends approval.


	
	DC/2008/00027

Unit 1b, Beaufort Business Park, Beaufort Park Way, Chepstow
	Date:- 11/01/08 

Type:- CHANGE USE              
	Applicant:- Ian Hutchinson
Parish:- Thornwell

	
	Proposal:- Creation of orthodontic practice on ground floor only (Change the use from “offices” to “D1 – non residential use”).

Observation(s):  Chepstow Town Council recommends approval.

The Clerk sought delegated authority to make recommendations in respect of the following planning application, received too late to be included on the agenda, but which would time expire before the next meeting:-
DC/2007/00989                     Date:-10/12/07                     Applicant:- J & S Huntingdon 

Garden plot                          Type:- AMENDED              Parish:- St Kingsmark
adjacent to 2 Kingsmark Lane, Chepstow NP16 5LZ

RESOLVED:
To delegate authority to the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman of Planning and Administration Committee, to make recommendations in respect of amended planning application DC/2007/00989 - Garden plot adjacent to 2 Kingsmark Lane, Chepstow NP16 5LZ.  Details of the recommendations to be appended to the minutes.


	112.
	Correspondence.

	
	(a)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Consultation on the Draft Regional Technical Statement

Members noted that consultation exercise for the Regional Technical Statement produced by the South Wales Regional Aggregates Working Party was available from the Clerks Office.


	113.  
	Items for Next Meeting.



	114.
	Date of Next Meeting.

To confirm that the next meeting of the Planning and Administration Committee of     

Chepstow Town Council will be held on Wednesday 13th February 2008 in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.




CLOSE:  This completed the business of the meeting at 7.00pm.

Signed  ……………………………..
CHAIRMAN        Date  …………………………..
Minute 111 

CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL

Planning and Administration Committee

Schedule of recommendations made under delegated powers since the Planning and Administration Committee Meeting on 23rd January 2008

DC/2007/00989                     Date:-10/12/07                     Applicant:- J & S Huntingdon 

Garden plot                          Type:- AMENDED              Parish:- St Kingsmark
adjacent to 2 Kingsmark Lane, Chepstow NP16 5LZ

Proposal: Detached 4 bedroom dwelling with internal garage.  Timber frame walls faced with bricks, bricks and roof tiles to match adjacent dwellings.

Observation(s):  Chepstow Town Council recommends refusal.

Reason(s) 

1.  The Town Council notes that the proposed new dwelling will directly overlook 

     the property “Hopfgarten” and owing to the steeply rising nature of the site will 

     also overlook and dominate “Ty Newydd.”  The Town Council therefore 

     considers the proposed development to be contrary to the requirement of UDP 

     policy DES1 “To maintain reasonable levels of privacy and amenity of occupiers 

     of neighbouring properties” 

2.  The Town Council has concerns that the proposed access/egress to the new 

     dwelling is within a heavily congested area and close by the local secondary 

     school.

3.  The Town Council is concerned that a precedent might be established, leading to 

      further rear garden development onto Welsh Street.
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