CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 10th September 2008 at 7.00pm

Present:


Chairman:

Cllr H Hodges 

Councillors:
H Ashby, M Brady, Mrs S Dovey, 
Mrs Y Havard, Mrs J Robbins
Apologies:  
           Cllr Ms M Lewis 
In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk), 

	42.
	Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda.
Councillor H Hodges declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 47. Panning Applications in respect of planning application DC/2008/00890 - Land at Birchfield House and DC/2008/00961 - Birchfield House, Chepstow and left the meeting for the discussion of these applications.


	43.
	Minutes

The Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee Meeting held on 23rd July 2008 were confirmed and signed as a true record.


	44.  
	Matters Arising.

None.


	45.
	Recommendations made under Delegated Powers

The meeting noted the recommendations made under delegated powers during the summer recess, set out in the schedule circulated with the agenda and appended to the minutes.


	46.
	Monmouthshire County Council Planning Decisions.

The meeting noted the decisions of Monmouthshire County Council set out in the schedule appended to the minutes.


	47.
	Planning Applications.

Members considered the following planning applications:-



	Cllr Mrs Y Havard took the chair


	
	DC/2008/00890
Land at Birchfield House Mounton Road, Chepstow

	Date:- 05/08/2008
Type:- LISTED            
	Applicant: Lyn Riley
Parish:- St Kingsmark

	
	Proposal:-  Demolition of derelict stables and redundant boundary wall.


	
	26.

	
	Observation(s):  Chepstow Town Council recommends approval with conditions. 

Condition(s):  

1.  That as much of the boundary wall as possible is retained.

2.  That a comprehensive photographic record of the stables is made prior to demolition.

Reason(s):

1.  To preserve as much of the setting and character of the listed building as possible.

2.  To provide a historic record of the stables, believed to be the last of their 

      kind in Chepstow.


	
	DC/2008/00961
Birchfield House, Chepstow

	Date:- 14/08/2008
Type:- FULL          
	Applicant: Lyn Riley
Parish:- St Kingsmark

	
	Proposal:-  Erection of dwelling.

Observation(s):  Chepstow Town Council recommends approval with conditions. 

Condition(s):  

1.  That measures are taken to ensure the potential overlooking of neighbouring dwellings

     is minimised.

Reason(s):

1.  To maintain reasonable levels of privacy and amenity of occupiers of neighbouring 

     properties.


	Cllr Hodges returned to chair the meeting.


	
	

	
	DC/2008/00908
Lower Hardwick, Mount Pleasant, Chepstow

	Date:- 20/08/2008
Type:- FULL             
	Applicant: Kells Mrs V
Parish:- St Marys

	
	Proposal:-  Conversion of existing house into flats and four dwellings in the grounds.

Observation(s):  Chepstow Town Council recommends refusal. 

Reason(s):  

1.  The Town Council considers the proposal to be overdevelopment of the site.
2.  The Town Council considers that the erection of new modern dwellings on the site will 

     have a detrimental impact on the setting of the listed building.

3.  The Town Council has concerns for vehicle movements into and out of Chepstow, Steep

     Street is an extremely narrow and already, frequently congested lane which is unable to 

     sustain additional regular vehicle movements.  In this respect the Town Council notes 

     that the plans provide for 18 car parking spaces but the design statement states that 

     there will be no increase in existing parking or vehicle movements (currently 8 vehicles) 

4.  In view of reoccurring problems with surface water drainage in central and lower 

     Chepstow the Town Council is concerned by the proposal to build on and provide hard 
     standing on such a large grassed area at the top of the town with the consequential loss 
     of soak-a-way land.
5.  The Town Council is aware of a number of specimen trees on the site including a 

     “handkerchief tree” and a “tulip tree” and is concerned that they should be preserved.



	
	
	
	27.

	
	DC/2008/00909
Lower Hardwick, Mount Pleasant

	Date:- 20/08/2008
Type:- LISTED               
	Applicant: Kells Mrs V
Parish:- St Marys

	
	Proposal:-  Conversion of existing house into flats and four dwellings in the grounds.

Observation(s):  Chepstow Town Council recommends refusal. 

Reason(s):  

1.  The Town Council considers the proposal to be overdevelopment of the site.

2.  The Town Council considers that the erection of new modern dwellings on the site will 

     have a detrimental impact on the setting of the listed building.

3.  The Town Council has concerns for vehicle movements into and out of Chepstow, Steep

     Street is an extremely narrow and already, frequently congested lane which is unable to 

     sustain additional regular vehicle movements.  In this respect the Town Council notes 

     that the plans provide for 18 car parking spaces but the design statement states that 

     there will be no increase in existing parking or vehicle movements (currently 8 vehicles) 

4.  In view of reoccurring problems with surface water drainage in central and lower 

     Chepstow the Town Council is concerned by the proposal to build on and provide hard 

     standing on such a large grassed area at the top of the town with the consequential loss 

     of soak-a-way land.

5.  The Town Council is aware of a number of specimen trees on the site including a 

     “handkerchief tree” and a “tulip tree” and is concerned that they should be preserved.



	
	DC/2008/00990
24 Mount Way, Chepstow

	Date:- 28/08/2008 

Type:- OUTLINE           
	Applicant: Harry Mr M
Parish:- St Mary’s

	
	Proposal:-  Building Plot.

Observation(s):  Chepstow Town Council recommends refusal. 

Reason(s):  

1.  The Town Council considers the proposal to be overdevelopment of the site.

2.  The Town Council considers that the erection of a dwellings on the site will 

     have a detrimental impact on the visual amenity of neighbouring dwellings and will 

     over look and dominate.  
3.  The Town Council is aware that Mount Way was sensitively designed and that this plot 

     was not developed in order to create a green and open aspect and to avoid overlooking.
4.  In view of reoccurring problems with surface water drainage in central and lower 

     Chepstow the Town Council is concerned by the potential loss of soak-a-way land.



	
	DC/2008/00998
2 Brunel Road, Bulwark Chepstow

	Date:- 28/08/2008 

Type:- FULL            
	Applicant: Ponhill Mr M
Parish:- St Christophers

	
	Proposal:-  Construct two storey extension and replacement double garage.

Observation(s):  Chepstow Town Council recommends approval. 



	
	DC/2008/01002
31 Penterry Park, Chepstow

	Date:- 28/08/2008 

Type:- FULL           
	Applicant: Haeffner Mr & 

Parish:- Larkfield

	
	Proposal:-  Single storey rear extension.

Observation(s):  Chepstow Town Council recommends approval in principle but raises concern for the design which provides for a “velux” window which is clearly out of keeping with the other windows on this dwelling, which is of such a distinct design.

	
	
	
	28.

	
	DC/2008/01028

The White House, Welsh Street

Chepstow
	Date:- 02/09/2008 

Type:- FULL           
	Applicant: Kakad Mrs D 

Parish:- Kingsmark

	
	Proposal:- Extensions to existing dwelling.
Observation(s):  Chepstow Town Council recommends approval. 



	48.
	Correspondence

	
	(a)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Monmouthshire Local Development Plan (LDP) Issues and Visions Report.

Members noted the Monmouthshire Local Development Plan (LDP) Issues and Visions Report and requested the Clerk to respond to the consultation document prior to the deadline, 19th September 2008. 


	
	(b)
	Monmouthshire County Council – South East Wales Transport Alliance Draft Regional Transport Plan for Consultation

Members considered correspondence in respect of the South East Wales Transport Alliance Draft Regional Transport Plan.

Members indicated that they would very much like to attend an information workshop, if one were to be held.

RESOLVED:

Members to study the South East Wales Transport Alliance Draft Regional Transport Plan and to report observations for discussion at the next meeting of the Planning and Administration Committee, in order that a response to the consultation document might be agreed and submitted by 24th September 2008.



	
	(c)
	Monmouthshire County Council – New and Completed Enforcement Cases

Members noted the July 2008 list of Enforcement Cases notified to and completed by Monmouthshire County Council’s Enforcement Officers.


	
	(d)
	Consultancy

Opportunity for a consultant to assist in strategic planning matters. 
RESOLVED:

To defer consideration of the opportunity for a consultant to assist in strategic planning matters to the next meeting of the Planning and Administration Committee.



	49.
	Items for Next Meeting
DC/2008/01030 – 18 High Beech Lane, First floor extension over garage and single storey rear extension.

DC/2008/01012 – Unit 1a Critchcraft Buildings – Change of Use to gymnastics facility. DC/2008/01033 - The White House, Welsh Street – Removal of existing conservatory, extensions and replacement windows.

South East Wales Transport Alliance Draft Regional Transport Plan 

Consultancy
Members agreed to delegate authority to the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, to respond to Listed Building application DC/2008/01033 - The White House, Welsh Street, making observations in line with those agreed for the “Full” planning application DC/2008/01028 - The White House, Welsh Street. 


	
	
	29.

	50.
	Date of Next Meeting.

The next meeting of the Planning and Administration Committee of Chepstow Town Council will be held on Wednesday 24th September 2008 in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.



CLOSE:  This completed the business of the meeting at 7.05pm.
Signed  ……………………………..

Date  …………………………..

CHAIRMAN

	
	30.
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