




CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Town Amenities Committee of Chepstow Town Council held in The Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow on Wednesday 5th October 2011 at 6.15pm

Present:		
Chairman:		Cllr Ms M Lewis 

Councillors:	D Dovey, Mrs Y Havard, Mrs J Robbins,

Apologies:  	Cllr H Hodges, Cllr P Rutter
	
In Attendance:	Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk),
   			

	11.
	Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda.
None.


	12.
	Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Amenities Committee meeting held on Wednesday 8th June 2011 were confirmed and signed as a true record.


	13.
	Matters Arising
Item 8 (a) Lighting Requirements for2011.  The Clerk reported options for multi - coloured lights for the Town Christmas tree.  Members indicated their preference for the red, white, green and blue display which had been designed by Blachere Illuminations.


	14.
	Wales in Bloom 2011


	
	(a)
	The meeting noted the Town Council’s success in achieving first prize and a silver gilt award in the Small Town category of the Wales in Bloom 2011 Competition and considered the judges report in detail.


	
	(b)
	Members considered correspondence received from a local resident with regard to the Town’s success in the Wales in Bloom competition and the condition of some bedding areas within the town.
The Clerk advised that she had arranged for Monmouthshire County Council to tidy up the beds to the town centre side of the A48 and had engaged a private contractor to tackle the beds on the other side of the underpass, as a matter of priority.  In the longer term regular maintenance arrangements for these areas need to be established.
Members noted the action taken by the Clerk and her comprehensive response to the local resident.


	
	(c)
	The meeting received a report on the Wales in Bloom Award Ceremony which had taken place at the Drill Hall, Chepstow on Friday, 16th September 2011.
Members noted that the event had been enjoyed by those attending and that there had been positive feedback from the Wales in Bloom Committee.
The meeting recorded a vote of thanks for those involved in making the day a success and in particular the Councillors, Staff and Drill Hall Volunteers for their efforts on the day.


	15.
	Floral Displays 2012


	
	(a) 
	The meeting reviewed the 2011 floral displays and considered a colour scheme and plant selection for 2012.  

RESOLVED:
The floral displays for 2012 to comprise:-

Hanging baskets filled with magenta petunias and yellow and orange begonias.
Barrels filled with yellow and orange begonias with a centre feature of French Lavender or Salvia Farinacea, depending on cost.
Troughs to be filled with magenta petunias and yellow and orange begonias, and subject to the advice of the Council floral contractor, with the addition of cascading creeping jenny.


	
	(b) 
	The meeting considered planter requirements for 2012 including the replacement of the six wooden two tier barrel displays and the replacement barrels.
Members noted that Amberol Ltd had recently introduced a plastic self watering barrel in the style of the traditional wooden barrels, currently used by the Town Council.  The Clerk advised that Amberol had advised that the new barrels could be secured to the pavement and thus tipping over could be avoided.

RESOLVED:
To purchase one pallet of 24 wooden barrels at an estimated cost of £383.76 plus vat and to replace the six two tier planters with Amberol equivalent planters.


	16.
	Christmas Lighting 2011
The meeting considered the draft programme for the 2011 Town Centre Switch On Event which was to take place on Saturday, 26th November 2011.  

RESOLVED:
The Christmas lights to be switched on at approximately 5.45pm on Saturday, 26th November 2011.  The “Switch On” to be preceded by the arrival of Father Christmas, proceeding down the High Street on his sleigh accompanied by music to be provided by Chepstow Town Band.  The remainder of the musical entertainment to be provided by Chaos, Y Worship, Chepstow Comprehensive School, Chepstow Singing Club.  Mr Karl Daymond to be approached to act as master of ceremonies.


	17.
	Christmas Tree – Garden City
The meeting considered the request to supply and decorate a Christmas Tree in the Garden City area, for which the estimated cost was approximately £500.  
Members expressed concern that should a tree be provided by the Town Council, a precedent might be established for other communities and wards of Chepstow.  Members also noted that there was no provision within the current year’s budget to provide and decorate an additional Christmas tree.

RESOLVED:
Not to supply and decorate a Christmas Tree in the Garden City area.


	18.
	Budget Requirements for 2012/2013
Members considered the Town Amenities Committee Budget requirements for 2012/2013.  

RESOLVED:
To seek an increase in the Town Amenities Committee Budget for 2012/2013 of £200 to make provision for an annual grant to Chepstow Food and Craft Festival. 


	19.
	Items for Next Meeting
To consider entry in the 2012 Wales in Bloom Competition.
To identify areas and arrangements for wild flower planting.


	20.
	Date of Next Meeting 
To be confirmed.  A Working Party Meeting to be arranged to finalise “Christmas Switch On Arrangements”.





CLOSE: This completed the business of the meeting at 7.30pm


Signed: …………………………… 				Date…………………….
CHAIRMAN
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