CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in The Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 9th September 2009 at 7.00 pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr H Ashby 

Councillors:
Ms H Beach, M Brady, D Dovey, Mrs S Dovey,

Mrs Y Havard, N Heywood, H Hodges, 
Ms M Lewis, Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter, A Watts
Apologies:  

Cllrs P Hobson, Cllr S Sullivan


In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk),

   


Mrs L Allen (Administrative Officer)
In response to Council’s request of 24th June 2009 representatives from Chepstow Round Table were in attendance in order to discuss potential future funding arrangements for the annual Carnival and Fireworks Display.  The representatives explained that the primary objective of the Round Table was fellowship and the personal development of its members and that this also encompassed work within the community and fund raising activities.  Chepstow Carnival, the annual Fireworks Display and the street visits of Santa’s sleigh were highlighted as key activities.  The representatives identified that funds raised from these activities had been used to support local organisations, the Chepstow mini bus and individuals in hardship 
	88.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.


	89.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-
Saturday 8th August 2009 – Chepstow Agricultural Society, Presidents lunch

Sunday 16th August 2009 – High Sheriff of Gwent, luncheon party

Saturday 22nd August 2009 – Chepstow Gardening Club Competition

Sunday 23rd August 2099 – Wye Valley Railway Tintern, commemorative event to mark 50th anniversary of closure
Thursday 3rd September – Chepstow Community Gardening Competition Awards Evening, together with fellow Councillors.

Saturday 5th September 2009 – St Mary’s Priory Church Fete

Saturday 5th September 2009 – Celebration of 100 years of Guiding.

The Town Mayor advised the meeting of his intention to hold a Christmas card design competition on the theme of “a traditional Christmas,” for local primary school children.


	90.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 22nd July 2009 were confirmed and signed as correct.

	91.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 76(a) Bulwark Environmental Improvements.  The meeting was advised that a grant application had been submitted to provide indigenous, locally sourced trees and spring bulbs to the value of £1,000 and that grant funding of £500 had been agreed.


	92.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Draft minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 22nd July 2009. 
RESOLVED:

To receive the draft minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 2nd July 2009. 



	93.
	HARDWICK UNDERPASS

The meeting noted reports of offensive and threatening graffiti within Hardwick underpass and considered the role of the Town Council in seeking to remedy the situation.  
RESOLVED:

To fund the repainting of Hardwick underpass with anti graffiti paint, subject to obtaining the prior approval of the Welsh Assembly Government.



	94.
	POTENTIAL CLOSURE OF LOCAL FORENSIC SCIENCE LABORATORY

The meeting noted the Clerk’s letter to the Home Secretary recording the Council’s opposition to the proposed restructuring of the Forensic Science Service and potential closure of the Forensic Science Laboratory in Chepstow and, the responses received. 



	95.
	TRAINING - ONE VOICE WALES 

	
	(a)
	Members noted that the cost of providing “Module One” of the training package offered by One Voice Wales to a special meeting the Town Council would be approximately £375.

RESOLVED:

Not to request that One Voice Wales deliver “Module One” of their training package to a special meeting the Town Council



	
	(b) 
	Members noted that there are a limited number of places available for “Module Two - The Councillor” training at the Sessions House, Usk on 19th November 2009 at a cost of £25 per delegate. 


	96.
	ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY PARADE

The meeting noted that the annual Remembrance Parade and Service will take place on Sunday 8th November 2009.  it was noted that participation in the parade would be by invitation only and that the Town Council was invited to assemble at Welsh Street Car Park at 10.00am.  On conclusion of the formal proceedings there would be a reception at the Drill Hall, Chepstow.  The Clerk advised that she had still to make arrangements for refreshments at the Drill Hall.
Members were also advised that there would be a short Remembrance Day Service at the War Memorial at 11.00am on Wednesday 11th November 2009.



	97.
	WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT - CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE COMPETENCE ORDER

Members considered the Consultation Questions in respect of the proposed National Assembly for Wales (Legislative Competence) (Local Government) Order 2009 and, the draft consultative response prepared by the Clerk and distributed prior to the meeting.
RESOLVED:

To agree the consultative response prepared by the Clerk to the proposed National Assembly for Wales (Legislative Competence) (Local Government) Order 2009.


	Cllr Watts left the meeting.



	98.
	MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – CONSULTATION ON STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY - GAMBLING ACT 2005

The meeting noted the Statement of Licensing Policy – Gambling Act 2005.


	99.
	GAVO – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING FRIDAY 30th OCTOBER 2009 

Members noted that the Annual General meeting of GAVO would take place at 11am on Friday 30th October 2009 at The Best Western Parkway Hotel, Cwmbran and, considered whether to nominate representative(s) to the Local and Executive Committee by 23rd September 2009.  

RESOLVED:
To nominate Cllr Henry Hodges to the Local and Executive Committee of GAVO. 



	100.
	CHEPSTOW SENIOR CITIZENS CENTRE

The meeting noted the invitation from Chepstow Senior Citizens Centre to attend an “Open Evening” on Tuesday, 29th September 2009 from 7.00pm. 



	101.
	WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT – TIDY WALES WEEK

Members were advised that “Tidy Wales Week” would take place from 21st to 27th September 2009.  The meeting considered how the Town Council might mark the event and identified that Bulwark woods and St Mary’s Parish Churchyard would benefit from a concerted litter pick.
RESOLVED:

The Town Mayor to advise the Clerk of arrangements made for litter picking in Bulwark woods and St Mary’s Parish Churchyard, in order that Council might apply for any clean –up kits which might be available and, to facilitate press coverage of the events.


	102.
	PROPOSED NEWSLETTER

The meeting considered draft Chepstow Town Council Newsletter to local residents which had been prepared by the Clerk and circulated with the agenda.  Members were advised that it was proposed to print 10,000 copies of the newsletter for distribution by Members within their wards during the Autumn.

RESOLVED:
To agree the Newsletter to residents subject to the document title being enhanced and minor amendments to layout.


	103.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 30th July 2009 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

The monthly accounts for July 2009 were adopted.
Total Receipts              £21,234.77
Total Payments            £42,720.51


	
	(c)
	The Drill Hall – Financial Statement

Members noted the Financial Statement for the period 1st March 2008 to 31st March 2009 in respect of The Drill Hall. 


	
	(d)
	Bulwark Community Centre

Members noted the Annual Accounts for Bulwark Community Centre for the financial year 1st June 2007 to 31st May 2008. 



	
	(e)
	Chepstow & District Citizens Advice Bureau – Annual Report

Members noted the annual report for Chepstow & District Citizens Advice Bureau. 


	
	(f)


	Chepstow & District Round Table

The meeting considered the 2009 Chepstow Carnival Accounts in light of the resolution of Council on 24th June 2009 “to underwrite any losses arising from the 2009 Chepstow Carnival to the extent of £500.” 
RESOLVED:

To contribute £396.92 to Chepstow and District Round Table in respect of the Chepstow Carnival.  (Local Government Act 1972 s144) 



	104.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES



	
	(a)
	Oldbury & Berkley Power Stations Community Liaison Council
RESOLVED:
In the absence of the outstanding report of the Council’s former representative(s) to the Oldbury and Berkley Community Liaison Council to remove the item from future agendas.
The meeting noted that the report of the Council’s current representative to the Oldbury and Berkley Community Liaison Council had been circulated to all Members during the Summer recess owing to its urgent nature.



	
	(b)
	One Voice Wales – Larger Councils Forum

The meeting received and noted the report of the meeting of One Voice Wales – Larger Councils Forum held on 31st July 2009 which had been prepared by the Council’s representative.


	105.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

The meeting noted the following items reported for information:-



	
	(a)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Out of Office Hours 

Arrangements for contacting Monmouthshire County Council out of office hours had changed with effect from 1st September 2009 and that the new contact telephone number for this service was now 02920 626371.


	
	(b) 
	Welsh Assembly Government: Partnership Scheme Annual Report 2008/09

A copy of the Welsh Assembly Government: Partnership Scheme Annual Report 2008/09 was available from the Clerk’s office.



	
	(c)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee 

Minutes of Chepstow Marketing Committee meeting held on 21st July 2009. 



	
	(d)
	One Voice Wales – The Voice

A limited number of copies of One Voice Wales publication “The Voice” were available at the meeting.


	
	(e)
	Monmouthshire County Council Off Street Parking Places Order 2009

Proposed amendments to Monmouthshire County Council’s Off Street Parking Places Order 2009, on which consultation took place during August.



	106.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.
With the consent of the Town Mayor the Clerk reported the following late items of correspondence:-



	
	(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
	One Voice Wales – Notice of motions to be reported to the Annual General Meeting on 10th November 2009.

Welsh Assembly Government – Opportunity to attend “Fostering Sustainable Behaviour Workshop” on 15th September 2009.

Amberol – Notification of photographic competition for which entries were invited by Friday, 9th October 2009.

Wales in Bloom – Notification that the Town Council had been allocated 3 places at the presentation ceremony.



	107.


	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.

The meeting was advised that the recent twinning trip to Cormeilles had been successful and that the Mayor of Cormeilles had sent greetings to the Town Mayor and fellow Councillors at Chepstow.

It was reported that a temporary barrier erected between Sommerfield Store and Regent Way approximately one year ago had deteriorated.

Concerns were expressed in respect of cars parked on the green area adjacent to St Lawrence Road which were advertised for sale.
The meeting received a report of unsightly trade waste including wine boxes and rubbish bins which appeared to emanate from the Lime Tree, being left in Middle Street.  

Concerns were raised with regard to the litter bin within the Warren which, in the absence of a dog waste disposal bin, had been used by local residents as a receptacle for dog waste.  The Clerk advised that she had arranged for a “one off” emptying of the waste bin by the Town Council’s contractor.

The meeting was reminded that the “Apple Day” would take place on 1st November 2009 from 11.00am to 4.00pm and would include a baking competition.

The Clerk advised the meeting that she would shortly commence work on the draft budget and requested that Members notify her of any additional budget items that they would like Council to consider.


	108.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING



	109..
	EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:

To exclude the press and public owing to the confidential nature of the following Item 110. Consultants Report – Workload and Staffing Review.



	110.
	CONSULTANTS REPORT – WORKLOAD AND STAFFING REVIEW

The meeting considered the consultants report on workload and staffing and noted that the Personnel Committee had already considered the report in detail and recommended its adoption.
RESOLVED:

To agree the consultants report on workload and staffing and to request the Personnel Committee to consider an appropriate interval for future reviews.


	111.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 28th October 2009 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.




CLOSE:-  This completed the business of the meeting at 8.40pm

Signed  ……………………….                   Date  ………………..

CHAIRMAN
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