Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 30th June 2010 at 7.00 pm

Present:

Chairman:
Cllr M Lewis (Town Mayor)
Councillors:

H Ashby, Mrs Y Havard, H Hodges, A Redhead,

Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter
Apologies:  
Cllr Ms H Beach, M Brady, D Dovey, 
Mrs S Dovey, N Heywood, Cllr P Hobson

In Attendance:
S Bushell (Town Clerk)
Mrs P Lewis (Administrative Officer)
	34.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.


	35.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-
Saturday 5th June – Greeting of Cyclists from Chippenham Friends of the Earth

Friday 25th June – Friday Afghan Heroes, Thunder Rally

Saturday 26th June -Chepstow Carnival judging of floats
Wednesday 30th June – Presentation on Queens Awards to Voluntary Organisations
The Deputy Town Mayor had attended the following:-

Sunday 13th June – Monmouthshire County Council Civic Service

Wednesday 16th June – Opening of St David’s Foundation Shop, Bulwark

Saturday 19th June – Musical Performance in Beaufort Square.



	36.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 26th May 2010 were confirmed and signed as a true record.


	37.
	MATTERS ARISING

None.


	38.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee
Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 26th May 2010 and draft minutes of the meeting held on 9th June 2010.
RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 26th May 2010 and the draft minutes of the meeting held on 9th June 2010.


	
	(b)
	Town Amenities Committee
Draft minutes of the Town Amenities Committee meeting held on 16th June 2010.

RESOLVED:

To receive the draft minutes of the Town Amenities Committee meeting held on 16th June 2010. 



	
	(c)
	Consultative Committee
Draft minutes of the Consultative Committee held on 16th June 2010. 
RESOLVED:

To receive the draft minutes of the Consultative Committee held on 16th June 2010.
The Chairman of the Consultative Committee signed the minutes.


	39.
	MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD FROM THE MEETING OF COUNCIL ON 26TH MAY 2010



	
	(a)
	Premise use by Tydfil Training Consortium Ltd

The meeting further considered the regular room hire within the Gatehouse by Tydfil Training Consortium and an appropriate hire fee.
RESOLVED:

To make accommodation regularly available to Tydfil Training Consortium at no cost and to request that Tydfil Training Consortium indemnify the Council against any claims or damages which might arise as a consequence of their clients using the premises.


	
	(b)
	Extraction of Minerals by Marine Dredging – North Middle Ground Areas 455 and 459, Severn Estuary.

The meeting noted that a CD containing the detailed information in respect of the application to extract 150,000 tonnes of marine minerals per annum for a period of 5 years from North Middle Ground Areas 455 and 459, sandbanks located in the lower Severn Estuary between the Channels of Newport Deep and Bristol Deep was available for Members use from the Clerks office and at the meeting.



	
	(c) 
	Sheltered Housing

Members noted the comprehensive report in respect of Monmouthshire Housing’s Review of Older Persons Accommodation and Support Services, which had been circulated with the agenda.


	
	(d)


	Condition of Carriageways

The meeting noted that a number of roads within the area had substantial pot holes which required attention.

RESOLVED:
Members to provide the Clerk with a list of the roads causing concern, with photographs were possible, in order that the Clerk might take the matter forward with the appropriate officers at Monmouthshire County Council.


	40.
	One Voice Wales

	
	(a)
	2010 Conference and AGM

The meeting noted that the One Voice 2010 Conference and AGM would take place on Saturday, 9th October at the Bont Pavillion, Pontrhydfendigaid, Ceredigion.  Members considered attendance at the Conference and whether to propose a motion for debate at the AGM.
RESOLVED:

Not to submit a motion for debate at the AGM of One Voice Wales and not to send a delegate to the Conference.


	
	(b)
	Training Opportunities

The meeting noted that One Voice Wales was to hold a series of training events for Members at a cost of £25 per delegate, and considered attendance.
RESOLVED:

The Town Mayor and Clerk to attend an appropriate session.


	41.
	Society of Local Council Clerks – Regional Conference

Members considered staff attendance at the Society of Local Council Clerk’s Regional Conference at Cwmbran on Wednesday 14th July 2010.

RESOLVED:

The Clerk and one Administrative Officer to attend Society of Local Council Clerk’s Regional Conference at Cwmbran on Wednesday 14th July 2010 at a cost of £130.  (Local Government Act 1972 s111)
 

	42.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 28th May 2010 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed of the monthly accounts for May 2010.  
Total Receipts              £107,112.52

Total Payments            £   77,376.01


	
	(c)
	Old Memorial Library Floor

Members noted that the Council’s application for CEDS grant funding to relay/repair the wood block floor within the Old Memorial Library had been unsuccessful and considered the funding of urgent repair works to the wood block floor for which a quotation of £4,600 plus VAT had been received.
The meeting noted that under the terms of the Council’s lease agreement, the Town Council was responsible for the exterior maintenance of the Old library whilst the tenant was responsible for interior decoration.  The lease was silent in respect of interior building maintenance.  

The Clerk advised the meeting that there was a budgetary provision of £3,000 for maintenance of the premises in the current financial year plus an earmarked contingency sum of £10,000.

RESOLVED:

To contribute £3,000 towards the relaying/repair of the Old library floor and to request that the tenant contribute the balance of £1,400.  Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1972 s19



	
	(d)
	Annual Return 2009/2010
The meeting considered the Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 2010.

RESOLVED:

To confirm the adoption of the annual accounts for the year ending 31st March 2010 and to complete and sign the Annual Return.  
The Town Mayor signed the Annual Return.


	
	(e)
	Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’S)
RESOLVED:
To defer consideration of future budgetary provision for Police Community Support Officers to the next meeting to enable a Police representative to attend and address the meeting.


	43.
	BUS STATION TOILET

Members noted the update on progress in respect of the Bus Station Toilet.  
RESOLVED:

To support fully the actions taken by County Councillor Mrs J Sullivan to progress the installation of a public toilet facility at Chepstow Bus Station.


	44.
	RAIL SERVICES – CHEPSTOW (GLOUCESTER) TO BRISTOL DIRECT THROUGH SERVICE

Members noted email correspondence received in respect of the Chepstow (Gloucester) to Bristol direct rail service.



	45.
	WYE VALLEY AONB ANNUAL STUDY TOUR – 24TH SEPTEMBER 2010

The meeting noted the invitation to send two Members on the AONB Annual Study Tour, focusing on the lower part of the Wye Valley AONB between Chepstow and Tintern, which would take place on Friday, 24th September 2010.
RESOLVED:

The Town Mayor, Cllr Ms M Lewis and Cllr H Ashby to attend the AONB Annual Study Tour on Friday, 24th September 2010.


	46.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

The meeting was advised that the Chepstow Festival had commenced and that early events had been very successful.


	47.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
Members noted the following items reported for information:-



	
	(a)
	Letter of Introduction from Monmouthshire County Council’s new Citizen Engagement Manager

Letter of introduction from Monmouthshire County Council’s new Citizen Engagement Manager.


	
	(b)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

Minutes of the Chepstow Marketing Committee meeting held on 20th May 2010. 


	
	(c)
	Chepstow Round Table – Charity Summer Ball

The Chepstow Round Table Charity Summer Ball was to take place at The Abbey Hotel, Tintern on Saturday 10th July 2010. Tickets £40 were available from stuart.dent@rpsgroup.com.



	
	(d)
	“Dressing The Town for The Ryder Cup”

An initial meeting had been held to discuss arrangements for “Town Dressing” for the Ryder Cup.



	48.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.
With the consent of the Chairman the Clerk reported the following urgent item of correspondence received too late to be included on the agenda:-

Monmouthshire County Council – Community Environmental Grants
Community Environmental Grants up to a maximum of £1,000 were now available.  The deadline for applications was 4th August 2010.  Full details of the scheme and application forms were available from Monmouthshire County Council’s web site.


	49.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.
A Member expressed concern that they had observed armed Police shopping in Tesco’s and felt that this was inappropriate.

The meeting was advised that former Town Mayor, John Huntley, had a number of plaques which he whished to donate to the Council.  The Town Mayor, Cllr Ashby and the Clerk to visit Mr Huntley and collect the items.
The meeting was advised that following persistent anti social behaviour in Billy Goats Park, urgent action had been taken to remove the Dog Waste Disposal Bin.

Members were reminded that the Wales in Bloom judging of the town would take place on Monday, 5th July at 2.00pm.  Several Members offered to help with litter picking prior to the formal judging.


	50.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
Review of Funding for PCSO’s

Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales – Review of Electoral Arrangements.

Monmouthshire County Council’s Citizen Engagement Manager – September Meeting.


	51.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 28th July 2010 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.



CLOSE:- This completed the business of meeting at 8.25pm
Signed…………………………CHAIRMAN            Date…………………
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