CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in The Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow 

on Wednesday 28th September 2011 at 7.00pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr H Hodges (Town Mayor) 

Councillors:
H Ashby, Ms H Beach, M Brady, D Dovey, Mrs S Dovey, 
N Heywood, P Hobson, T Kirton, A Watts

Apologies:  

Mrs Y Havard, Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter

In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell (Town Clerk),

   


Mrs A Gadd (Administrative Officer)
Prior to the commencement of the business of the meeting Members received: representation from Mr Ken Davis Royal British Legion Chepstow on the need to recruit a Poppy Appeal Organiser;  a proposal from the Garden City Residents Group to fund the purchase and installation of a dog waste bin in the Hardwick Avenue area and a request for the Town Council to undertake the regular emptying of the bin;  representation from Mr Peter Farley on proposals to merge the four Citizens Advice Bureaus in Monmouthshire; a presentation from Mr William Ayot on proposals for vacant premises in Bridge Street, and an update from Paul Bidors on the Annual meeting of the new Youth Council and election of officers.
	75.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
Councillor  Ms H Beach declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 85. Proposed merger of the four Citizens Advice Bureaus in Monmouthshire and left the room for the discussion of this item.

Councillor H Hodges declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 87 (d) Community Grant Funding Request in respect of Monmouthshire Walking Festival and left the room for the discussion of this item.
Councillor A Watts declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 86. Proposals for vacant premises in Bridge Street.


	76.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-
Saturday 13th August – Chepstow Agricultural Show

Sunday 14th August – Chepstow Gardening Club Show and Chepstow in Bloom Prize Giving

Saturday 3rd September – Monmouthshire County Council Chairman’s Charity Garden Party
Wednesday 7th September – Dedication Ceremony Army Apprentice National Memorial

Saturday 10th September – St Mary’s Church Fete

Wednesday 28th September – Presentation of Community Grant cheque to Physiotherapy Department at Chepstow Community Hospital.

The Deputy Town Mayor had attended:-

Thursday 18th August – Mencap “Summer Evening”



	77.
	MINUTES



	
	(a) 
	The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 27th July 2011 were confirmed and signed as true record.


	
	(b)
	The minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of Council held on 7th September 2011 were confirmed and signed as a true record.


	78.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 56. Maters Arising. Item 45 (d) Gatehouse Urgent Repairs.  In response to a Member’s enquiry the Clerk explained that the Insurance Assessor had recently authorised the work to the bay window roof and, a purchase order had therefore been issued to the Council’s Contractor. 

Item 58. Air Quality Action Plan.  The Clerk confirmed that an email had been sent to Operational Services Cabinet Member, Bryan Hood confirming the policy of the Town Council in respect of de-trunking the A48.

Item 61 (a) Reports of Representative of Outside Bodies – The Dell Primary School.  The Clerk advised that she had received notification that the term of office of the current Community and Town Council representative had expired and that it was the turn of Chepstow Town Council to make a nomination to the Governing Body of the Dell Primary School.  The Clerk undertook to include an appropriate item on the next agenda for Council.
Item 63. Wye Valley AONB Study Tour.  The Council’s two agreed representatives to the Study Tour on 30th September 2011 were no longer able to attend.  Cllr Brady indicated that he might be able to substitute.

Item 66. Proposed Office Closure 22nd August – 26th August 2011.  The Clerk advised that the office had been staffed and kept open from 22nd August to 24th August, closing only on the 25th and 26th August.


	79.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 27th July 2011 and 14th September 2011. 
RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 27th July 2011 and 14th September 2011.


	80.
	Wales & West Utilities – Gas Replacement Programme

The meeting noted the invitation to attend a working lunch to discuss Wales & West Utilities Gas Replacement Programme which had taken place at the Wales Millennium Centre, Bute Place, Cardiff Bay earlier that day.


	81.
	TRAFFIC CONCERNS – A48

The meeting was advised of recent traffic congestion which arose as a consequence of the sequencing of temporary traffic lights installed to facilitate water board works on the A48.  

Members also discussed the general issue of traffic and particularly heavy goods vehicles on the A48.  It was noted that the developments at Lydney and in lower Chepstow would generate additional vehicle movements.  

The tolling policy on the Old Severn Bridge was identified as a key issue in resolving the volume of vehicles, most particularly heavy goods vehicles passing through Chepstow.

RESOLVED:

The Clerk to seek to clarify the arrangements in place for reporting defective temporary traffic lights.



	82.
	One Voice Wales – Autumn Training Programme

	
	(a)
	Autumn Training Programme

The meeting considered correspondence received from One Voice Wales outlining their Autumn Training Programme.

RESOLVED:

To note the availability of Member training by One Voice Wales.


	
	(b)
	Appointment of Training Champions

The meeting considered correspondence received from One Voice Wales outlining their “Training Champion” initiative.

RESOLVED:

To nominate Cllr M Brady as the Training Champion for Chepstow Town Council.


	
	(c)
	Annual Conference and Annual General Meeting – 8th October 2011

Members noted that the Annual Conference and Annual Meeting of One Voice Wales would take place at Bont Pavilion, Pontrhdfendigaid, Ceredigion.  Members considered representation at the Annual Meeting and motions for debate.
RESOLVED:

To send no delegates to the Annual Conference and Annual Meeting of One Voice Wales at Bont Pavilion, Pontrhdfendigaid, Ceredigion and therefore to offer no comments on the and motions for debate.



	83.
	Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal Organiser

The meeting considered the representation made by Mr Ken Davis, on the need to recruit a Poppy Appeal Organiser.

RESOLVED:

To support the efforts of the Royal British Legion Chepstow Branch to recruit a new Poppy Appeal Organiser and to send a letter of thanks to Mrs J Miles, the retiring Poppy Appeal Organiser, to acknowledge the considerable work over many years which she has undertaken.


	84.
	TOWN TWINNING PROJECTS
The Clerk advised that the local resident who was to have addressed the Town Council on Town Twinning Projects, had been called away on business and had therefore been unable to attend the meeting.
RESOLVED:

To defer consideration of the Town Council’s involvement in Town Twinning Projects.


	85.
	PROPOSED MERGER OF the four Citizens Advice Bureaus in Monmouthshire.

The meeting expressed concern at the proposed merger of the four Citizens Advice Bureaus in Monmouthshire.  The Town Council was the major funder of the service but had not been consulted on the proposed merger.

Members noted that Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau was the only bureau to offer an “open door” service, which had proved to be highly effective and greatly appreciated.  Members were anxious that the Chepstow model should be protected.  Members also expressed the view that any funding by the Town Council should be ring fenced for Chepstow Citizen Advice Bureau.

Concern was raised that such a merger might simply result in an additional tier of management being required to oversee the four bureaus and thus any efficiency savings could be diminished. 
The meeting concluded that prior to commenting on the proposed merger, the Town Council would require sight of a business plan.

RESOLVED:

(a)  To request that the Town Council, as the major funder of the service, be consulted fully on the proposed merger of the four Citizen Advice Bureaus in Monmouthshire; and,

(b)  To request that a detailed business plan for the merger of the four Citizens Advice Bureaus be prepared for consideration by the Town Council.



	Cllr Ashby left the meeting



	86.
	PROPOSALS FOR VACANT PREMISES IN BRIDGE STREET

The meeting noted the proposals for vacant premises in Bridge Street reported to the Town Council by Mr Ayot. 


	87.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 31st July and 31st August 2011 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed in respect of the monthly accounts for July and August.
                                           July                                 August

Total Payments             £31,293.62                         £  13,556.45

Total Receipts               £  5,915.60                         £104,341.07


	
	(c)
	Garden City Community Group
The meeting noted the proposal from the Garden City Residents Group to fund the purchase and installation of a dog waste bin in the Hardwick Avenue area and considered the request for the Town Council to undertake the regular emptying the bin.  The Clerk advised that the current cost of emptying one bin was £2.97 per week.  
RESOLVED:

To fund the emptying of the Dog Waste Bin to be provided by the Garden City Residents Group, funding to be met from savings on other budget heads in the current financial year.(Litter Act 1983 s5)  


	Cllr Heywood took the Chair for the consideration of the next item.



	
	(d)
	Community Grant Funding Request

The meeting considered the urgent Community Grant Funding Request received from Monmouthshire Walking Festival for a contribution of £180 towards publicity material for the Monmouthshire Walking Festival which was to take place from 21st to 31st October 2011.  
RESOLVED:

To contribute £100 towards the cost of one banner to be printed in such a way as to be reusable year on year.  (Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s19)


	88.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

	
	(a)
	The Governing Body of The Dell Primary School

To note the minutes of the meeting of the Governing Body of The Dell Primary School held on 5th July 2011.  (Attached)


	89.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

Members noted the following items reported for information:-


	
	(a)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

The minutes of the Chepstow Marketing meeting held on 12th July 2011.


	
	(b)
	Chepstow Chamber of Commerce

The minutes of the Chepstow Marketing meeting held on 1st July 2011.


	
	(c)
	Welsh Assembly Government – Single Use Carrier Bag 

The fact sheets issued by the Welsh Assembly Government in respect of single use carrier bag charges. 



	
	(d)
	One Voice Wales – National Executive Summary

The summary of business transacted by the National Executive Committee of One Voice Wales on 24th June 2011. 


	
	(e)
	Road Traffic Regulation Act & Town and police Clauses Act 1847 – Temporary Road Closure Chepstow Hoggin the Bridge Gathering.

The proposed temporary road closure of various roads in Chepstow on 16th October 2011 between the hours of 6.00am and 6.00pm required to facilitate the annual Hoggin the Bridge event.


	90.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.
With regard to Item S – Chepstow Library Focus Group, Cllr Ms Beach indicated that she wished to attend the meeting to be held on Monday 10th October 2011.
With the consent of the Chair, the Clerk reported the following correspondence received too late to be included on the agenda but which would time expire prior to the next meeting of Council.

(a) Monmouthshire County Council - Consultation on the waiving of car park charges for three days leading up to Christmas.  Members indicated that they were happy to support the Chepstow Chamber of Commerce recommendations as to the most appropriate three days on which car parking charges should be waived.
(b) Invitation to attend the preview of a photographic exhibition of Chepstow Musical Events in the Drill Hall on Friday 7th October between 7.00pm and 9.00pm.

(c) Invitation to the Annual General Meeting of GAVO on Friday 21st October 2011 at 10.30am at Christchurch centre, Malpas Road, Newport.


	91.
	TOWN COUNCIL NEWSLETTER

Members considered the draft Chepstow Town Council newsletter to local residents which had been circulated with the agenda.  Cllr Ms Lewis undertook to provide clearer photographs for the publication.

RESOLVED:

To agree the draft Town Council newsletter subject to the addition of one further sheet detailing Councillors and their contact details, plus a ward map.



	91.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.
The meeting noted that the Wales in Bloom Award Ceremony had been a great success and the work of the Councillors, staff and Drill Hall volunteers involved was greatly appreciated. 

It was noted that changes to car parking tariffs appeared to be proceeding, without consultation with the Town Council.

Members noted that the Youth Council was now one year old and that the initiative had been a success.  Following elections a new Youth Council had been elected.

A Member reported their attendance at the “Green Gathering” and commented on the organisation and smooth running of the event.

The meeting was advised that works were taking place on the Old Wye Bridge.

The meeting was advised that owing to the refurbishment works taking part at the Library, the Lower Wye One Stop Shop had temporarily relocated to Hanbury House.

Members were advised of a recent car fire in the Bulwark area and of the Police action taken.
The meeting received a report of accumulating rubbish bags in Howells Row and Hollins Close.

The Clerk advised that Monmouthshire County Council’s Head of Planning, Mr George Ashworh, had agreed to address a joint meeting of the Chamber of Commerce and the Town Council with regard to planning concerns in conservation areas and listed buildings.  It was hoped that the joint meeting would take place in the Gatehouse on Thursday 6th October 2011 with the presentation commencing at 6.30pm.  The Clerk explained that she was awaiting confirmation of these arrangements and undertook to email Members with the information as soon as it had been confirmed.


	Cllr D Dovey arrived at the meeting.  Cllr Dovey apologised for his late arrival which was as a consequence of his having chaired the Annual Meeting of the Governing Body of Mounton House School and handing over to his successor.



	92.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 26th October 2011 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.


ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Nomination of representative to Dell Primary School Governing Body

CLOSE:- This completed the business of meeting at  9.00pm
Signed………………………………………                            Date…………………

CHAIRMAN
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