Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in The Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 28th October 2009 at 7.00 pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr H Ashby 

Councillors:
Ms H Beach, D Dovey, Mrs S Dovey,

Mrs Y Havard, N Heywood, Ms M Lewis,
Mrs J Robbins, A Watts
Apologies:  

Cllr M Brady, Cllr H Hodges, Cllr P Rutter,



Cllr S Sullivan
In Attendance:
Mrs L Allen (Administrative Officer)
Prior to the commencement of the business of the meeting Members received representation from a local resident expressing concern at incidents of feline fouling on residential vegetable gardens, and, a short presentation from Transition Chepstow outlining their entry in the British Gas “ Green Streets” Competition. 
	112.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.


	113.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-

Friday 11th September 2009 – Thornwell Primary School presentation of Gardening Prizes

Sunday 27th September 2009 – Chepstow Town Council Civic Service

Friday 2nd October 2009 – Pembroke Primary School presentation of Gardening Prizes

Thursday 8th October 2009 – Sounding the Retreat and Cocktail Party at Beachley 
Barracks

Friday 16th October 2009 – Chepstow Male Voice Choir Concert at St Mary’s 
Church

Sunday 18th October 2009 – Hoggin the Bridge

Thursday 22nd October 2009 – Life Painting evening at the Afon Gwy

Sunday 25th October 2009 – Semi official tour by the Town Mayor of Caerphilly

Monday 26th October 2009 – St David Attenborough at Chepstow Book Shop



	114.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 9th September 2009 were confirmed and signed as correct.


	115.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 96.  Royal British Legion Chepstow.  The Town Mayor asked Members to indicate whether they planned to take part in the Remembrance Day Parade on Sunday, 8th November 2009.
Item 102.  Proposed Newsletter.  Cllr Robbins advised that the delivery of newsletters in Larkfield Ward had been completed and offered to assist any fellow Councillors in the delivery of newsletters in other wards.



	116.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 9th September, 23rd September and 14th October 2009.

RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 9th September, 23rd September and 14th October 2009.


	
	(b)
	Personnel Committee

Minutes of the extraordinary Personnel Committee held on 2nd September and draft minutes of the Personnel Committee held on 14th October 2009.

RESOLVED:-

To receive the minutes of the extraordinary Personnel Committee held on 2nd September and the draft minutes of the Personnel Committee held on 14th October 2009.


	
	(c) 
	Town Amenities Committee

Draft minutes of the Town Amenities Committee meeting held on 16th September 2009.
RESOLVED:-

To receive the draft minutes of the Town Amenities Committee meeting held on 16th September 2009, 


	117.
	POTENTIAL CLOSURE OF LOCAL FORENSIC SCIENCE LABORATORY

The meeting noted copy correspondence received challenging the Home Office statement “that the FSS is the contracted supplier to only one Welsh force, with the remainder giving the majority of their business to FSS competitors”.


	118.
	SUMMER PLAYSCHEMES



	
	(a) 
	Executive Summary Report

The meeting considered the Executive Summary Reports received in respect of the Chepstow and Bulwark Playscheme.  Members commended Monmouthshire County Council Officers on the comprehensive and clear reports and, welcomed the positive feedback included from children using the Playschemes.  It was felt that the Playshemes had been very successful.


	
	(b) 
	Playscheme Contributions

The meeting noted that the Town Council’s contribution to the Chepstow Playscheme and Youth Service provision for the over 11 year olds totalled £8,000 and that the total cost to the Town Council for the Bulwark Scheme would be £9,386.77.  
RESOLVED:
To authorise payment of £8,000 in respect of the Chepstow Playscheme and £8,396.77 being the balance outstanding to Monmouthshire County Council in respect of the Bulwark Playscheme.  (Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s19.)


	119.
	ROCK IN THE DELL – CHARITY EVENT

The meeting considered the request received to indicate in principle support for a proposed charity music event “Rock in The Dell” to take place in Castle Dell.

A Member advised the meeting that there were no formal or detailed plans for such an event at the current time and thus it was too early for the Town Council to indicate in principle support.


	120.
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR WALES - ANNUAL REPORT & WORKSHOP
The meeting considered the invitation to participate in Boundary Commission Annual Report and Workshop events taking place from 10.30am to 1.00pm on 24th November 2009 in Swansea and 16th December in Merthyr Tydfil.
RESOLVED:-

To make no representation at the Workshop events taking place from 10.30am to 1.00pm on 24th November 2009 in Swansea and 16th December in Merthyr Tydfil.



	121.
	MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – DRAFT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 2010 – 2014.

The meeting received Monmouthshire County Council’s Draft Economic Development Strategy 2010 -2014 which was subject to consultation until 4th December 2009.
RESOLVED:- 
To offer no comments on Monmouthshire County Council’s Draft Economic Development Strategy 2010 -2014.


	122.
	LOW CARBON COMMUNITIES CHALLENGE

Members considered correspondence received in respect of the Low Carbon Communities Challenge and whether the Town Council should register an interest in the challenge.
RESOLVED:-

To defer consideration of the Low Carbon Communities Challenge to the next meeting of Council.


	123.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 30th August and 30th September 2009 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed of the monthly accounts for August and September 2009.
                                        August                            September
Total Receipts               £   1442.11                        £104,795.98
Total Payments             £55,890.16                        £  18,863.92


	
	(c)
	Community Pride Grants 

Members noted the Town Council had received the first instalment representing 50% of the following two Community Pride Grants agreed by Monmouthshire County Council.  The first in respect of tree and spring bulb planting in Bulwark, initiated by Cllr Ms Beach (total grant £500) and the second in respect of community orchard planting, initiated by Cllr Ms M Lewis (total grant £300)

Cllrs Ms Beach and Ms Lewis advised that they would lead the implementation of their projects.


	
	(d)
	2010/2011 Budget

The Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting on 21st October 2009 had not finalised it’s recommendations in respect of the 2010/2011 Draft Budget and thus this item was deferred to the next meeting of Council on 25th November 2009.


	124.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES


	
	(a)
	One Voice Wales 

The meeting received the minutes of Area Committee Meeting held on 16th July 2009 and Larger Council’s Forum held on 31st July 2009.


	125.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
The meeting noted the following items reported for information:-


	
	(a)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Môr Hafren Area Committee

Minutes of the Môr Hafren Area Committee meetings held on 15th July and 16th September 2009. 


	
	(b) 
	Monmouthshire County Council – Older Peoples Strategy 

A copy of Monmouthshire County Council’s updated Older Peoples Strategy was available from the Clerk’s office.



	
	(c)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee 

Minutes of Chepstow Marketing Committee meeting held on 8th September 2009. 



	
	(d)
	Chepstow Chamber of Commerce and Tourism 

Minutes of Chepstow Marketing Committee meeting held on 1st October 2009.



	
	(e)


	Chepstow and Tintern Railway Path – Public Consultation Report

A copy of the Chepstow and Tintern Railway Path – Public Consultation Report was available from the Clerk’s office.


	
	(f)
	Severn Area Rescue (SARA)

Invitation to attend the “SARA Annual Charity Ball” on Saturday 14th November 2009.  


	126.
	DRAFT COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

Members noted the Clerk’s report introducing a draft complaints procedure for the Council.
RESOLVED:-

To defer consideration of the Draft Complaints Procedure to the next meeting of the Personnel Committee.

	127.
	TRANSITION CHEPSTOW – BRITISH GAS “GREEN STREETS” COMPETITION ENTRY

Members considered the request received from Transition Chepstow for a letter of support for their entry in British Gas “Green Streets” Competition which aims to create the “Greenest leisure Centre” in Wales.

RESOLVED:-

To write a letter of support for Transition Chepstow and their entry in British Gas “Green Streets” Competition which aims to create the “Greenest leisure Centre” in Wales. 


	128.
	SEVERN ESTUARY PARTNERSHIP

Members noted that there would be an “Estuary Groups and Joint Advisory Committee Day” on Tuesday, 10th November 2009 from 9.000am to 4.00pm at the Chepstow Hotel and, considered representation at this and future meetings of the Severn Estuary Partnership. 

RESOLVED:-

Cllr H Hodges to attend the “Estuary Groups and Joint Advisory Committee Day” on Tuesday, 10th November 2009 from 9.00am and 4.00pm at the Chepstow Hotels and to represent the Council at future meeting of the Severn Estuary Partnership.


	129.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.


	130.


	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.

A Member reported concerns of lower Chepstow residents who experienced difficulty in finding a vacant parking place within the car park at the Drill Hall when events were taking place.  The meeting noted that there were usually a number of vacant parking spaces at the Castle, which was a very short walk away.
The meeting received an update on the Air Quality Action Plan Meeting which had taken place on 21st October 2009.


	131.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING



	132.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 25th November 2009 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.




CLOSE:-  This completed the business of the meeting at 8.00pm

Signed  ……………………….                   Date  ………………..

CHAIRMAN
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