Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 28th July 2010 at 7.00 pm

Present:

Chairman:
Cllr M Lewis (Town Mayor)
Councillors:

H Ashby, Ms H Beach, M Brady, 
D Dovey, Mrs S Dovey, N Heywood,

H Hodges, A Redhead, Mrs J Robbins, A Watts
Apologies:  
Cllr Mrs Y Havard, Cllr P Hobson, Cllr P Rutter 
In Attendance:
S Bushell (Town Clerk)
Prior to the commencement of the business of the meeting Members received brief presentations from: Inspector Jim Walker in respect of the future of the Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’s); Revd’s. Christopher Blanchard and Roger Taylor in respect of the Chepstow Street Pastors initiative; and, from Monmouthshire County Council’s Sustainable Communities Officer in respect of the 10:10 Campaign.

	52.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.



	53.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-

Saturday 3rd July – Thornwell FC Family Fun Day
Sunday 4th July – Performance of “Annie” by Chepstow Musical Youth Theatre
Sunday 4th July –Civic Service, Usk Town Council
Wednesday 14th July – Coffee Morning at the Reddings in aid of Help for Heros
Wednesday 14th July – Chepstow Comprehensive School Food Festival 
Saturday 17th July – “All About Eve” Shop Opening

Saturday 17th July – Bulwark Community Centre Family Picnic and Fun Day

Sunday 18th July – Chepstow Festival Finale

Thursday 22nd July – ATC Meeting together with Cllrs D Dovey and H Hodges.

Saturday 24th July – Chepstow RFC 10 a side Tournament
The Deputy Town Mayor had attended the following:-

Saturday 3rd July – Girl Guiding Gwent Garden Party
The Town Mayor commented on the excellent Chepstow Festival and proposed a vote of thanks for festival organisers Ned Heywood and Annie Rainsbury for their tireless efforts in planning, organising and running this highly successful and valued community event.



	54.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 30th June 2010 were confirmed and signed as a true record.


	55.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 41.  Society of Local Council Clerk’s Regional Conference.  A Member asked that a written report of the Conference held on 14th July 2010 be presented to the next meeting of Council.


	Cllr H Ashby left the meeting


	56.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee
Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 30th June 2010 and draft minutes of the meeting held on 14th July 2010.
RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 30th June 2010 and draft minutes of the meeting held on 14th July 2010.


	
	(b) 
	Financial Policy and Audit Committee
Minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting held on 14th July 2010.
RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting held on 14th July 2010.


	57.
	YOUTH COUNCIL

The meeting considered the proposal to support a Youth Council and the format and possible funding of the Council, details of which were set out in the Town Mayor’s report, which had been circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED:

To support the development of a Youth Council and to provide initial funding to meet start up costs including the funding of any CRB checks that might be required and, to encourage the Youth Council to apply to the Town Council’s Financial Policy and Audit Committee and external funding agencies for further project specific funding once the Council was established.


	58.
	ANNUAL REPORT 2009/2010 

Members received the Annual Report for 2009/2010 and considered whether the report should form the basis of the Town Council’s annual newsletter.

RESOLVED:

To agree the Clerk’s Annual Report for 2009/2010, subject to minor amendments identified at the meeting and to agree that the report should form the basis of the Town Council’s annual newsletter.



	59.
	Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales – Consultation on Draft Proposals for the Future Electoral Arrangements for Monmouthshire.

The meeting considered the consultative document setting out draft proposals for future electoral arrangements for Monmouthshire issued by the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales and, the draft response prepared by the Clerk which had been circulated with the agenda.
Members were advised that there was to be a special meeting of the Môr Hafren Area Committee on Tuesday 3rd August 2010 at County Hall, Cwmbran at which the draft proposals for future electoral arrangements for Monmouthshire issued by the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales would be discussed.

RESOLVED:

To agree the draft response to the consultative document setting out draft proposals for future electoral arrangements for Monmouthshire issued by the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales which had been prepared by the Clerk, subject to the deletion of the last paragraph and the insertion of a reference to the recent planning consent granted for the development of a further 150 residential units within the St Mary’s Ward of Chepstow.


	60.
	Monmouthshire Housing

Members considered the proposed introduction of “Starter” and “Demoted” tenancies by Monmouthshire Housing on which comments were invited by 30th July 2010.
A Member questioned whether it was possible in law to issue a shorthold tenancy for a period of 12 months and, whether the one month’s consultation period afforded tenants for a response on the new proposals had provided sufficient time for the tenants to seek advice and respond accordingly.

Members expressed concerns with regard to the proposed arrangements for the right of review by tenants served with a notice.  Under the proposed arrangements it appeared that Monmouthshire Housing would be responsible for undertaking any review of the decision to issue a notice.  Members suggested that Monmouthshire Housing would therefore be reviewing its own decision and that the review would be more appropriately undertaken by an independent organisation or body.

Members also expressed concern at the proposed permanent loss of entitlement to right to buy under demoted tenancies. The meeting considered that permanent loss of entitlement might be inappropriate and that there should be an opportunity for right to buy entitlement to be re-established.

RESOLVED:
The Clerk to respond to Monmouthshire Housing’s consultation on proposals relating to "starter" and "demoted" tenancies outlining the questions raised in respect of shorthold tenancies and the period of consultation and, concerns in respect of arrangements for the right of review by tenants served with a notice and permanent loss of right to buy entitlement under demoted tenancies



	Cllr A Watts left the meeting



	61.
	10:10 Campaign

The meeting noted the presentation of Monmouthshire County Council’s Sustainability Officer and the information tabled in respect of the 10:10 campaign.



	62.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 30th June 2010 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed of the monthly accounts for June 2010.  
Total Receipts                  £     623.55

Total Payments                £24,733.66



	
	(c)
	Chepstow Street Pastors Initiative

The meeting considered the presentation received in respect of the Street Pastors initiative.

RESOLVED:

To support, in principle, the introduction of the Street Pastors initiative and to provide details of the Town Council’s Community Grants Scheme in order that an application for funding might be considered by the Town Council’s Financial Policy and Audit Committee.


	
	(d)
	Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’S)

The meeting considered future budgetary provision for Police Community Support Officers, for which a commitment was required in order to inform strategic local Police planning.  
Members were concerned to note that details tabled at the meeting appeared to indicate that future Home Office funding would remain constant, but that the grant funding contribution required from the Town Council would rise annually.

RESOLVED:
To agree to make a fixed grant funding contribution of £22,524 annually for a period of three years to commence on 1st April 2011.  (Local Government & Rating Act 1997 s31)


	
	(e)


	Emergency Lift Evacuation Arrangements

The meeting considered the Clerk’s report, circulated with the agenda, outlining arrangements for emergency lift evacuation.  
RESOLVED:

	
	
	(a)
	To accept the quotation of £1,287 plus vat, supplied by the Council’s Lift Maintenance Contractor, for the installation of a dedicated hands free telephone system with pre programmed numbers operated by alarm push within the lift and to authorise the installation of the necessary additional telephone line; and,


	
	
	(b)
	To accept the offer of on site training in emergency evacuation procedures for up to 6 people by the Council’s Lift Maintenance Contractor at a total cost of £557. (Local Government Act 1972 s133)



	Cllr Brady left the meeting



	
	(f)
	Photographic Services

Members considered the proposal that the Town Council engage a professional photographer to provide a photographic record of the town and Town Council events and activities, as required.
RESOLVED:
To authorise the Clerk to purchase photographs/photographic services recording the town and Town Council events and activities up to a maximum of £200.
(Local Government Act 1972 s111)



	
	(g)
	Photocopier

The meeting noted that the Council’s current photocopier lease arrangement would expire on 1st September 2010 and considered the quotations received from three suppliers for a new lease agreement.
RESOLVED:
The Clerk to determine which of the quotations for photocopying services best meets the Council’s needs and to enter into a new photocopier lease agreement. (Local Government Act 1972 s111)


	
	(h)
	Town Arch

The meeting noted that the Council’s Architect and Surveyor had advised that the Town Arch walls were deteriorating and in particular mortar in between joints had been eroded over the years.  Remedial work would therefore be required.  The full extent of the works had still to be quantified and CADW were to be approached for grant funding.  It was suggested that Council might therefore wish to make a contingency provision for this work when determining the budget for 2011/2012.

Members requested that a report be prepared detailing what work was required, when it was required and the estimated cost of the works. 



	
	(i)
	Community Notice Board

Members considered the provision of a community notice board within the Bayfield area of St Kingsmark Ward and noted that within the published priorities and objectives for the period ending May 2012 the Town Council had undertaken “to investigate the provision of a community notice board for each ward, possibly starting with a trial in one ward.”  There was a budgetary provision for Notice Boards of £1,500 in the current financial year

Notice boards had been provided in St Mary’s and St Christopher’s Wards.  
The meeting noted that owing to the geographical spread of St Kingsmark Ward there was a potential need for a second community notice board within the ward.  

Community notice boards were also required to serve the Larkfield and Thornwell Wards.

RESOLVED:

To purchase and install a community notice board within the St Kingsmark Ward, the board to be of the same size and design as that purchased for St Christophers Ward.  (Local Government Act 1972 s142)



	63.
	TIDY TOWNS/TIDY LOCAL COMMUNITIES

Members noted correspondence received from Monmouthshire County Council’s Tidy Local Communities Officer seeking the Council’s recommendations to improve local participation in the scheme.  


	64.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES



	
	(a)
	The Governing Body of the Dell Primary School

The meeting noted the minutes of the meeting of the Governing Body of the Dell Primary School held on Thursday, 4th May 2010. 



	
	(b)
	Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau

The meeting received a brief report on the Annual General Meeting of Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau.  The CAB Chairman had reported that the Bureau was very satisfied with the standard of accommodation and facilities provided following the refurbishment of the Gatehouse.  It had also been noted that the Town Council were now the largest funding source for the Bureau.

Enquiries to the Bureau were down this year, but this was in line with the national trend.


	65.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

Members noted the following items reported for information:-


	
	(a)
	Horizon Nuclear Power

“Community Update” newsletter dated July 2010.


	
	(b)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

Minutes of the Chepstow Marketing Committee meeting held on 15th June 2010.  



	
	(c)
	Môr Hafren Area Committee

Minutes of the Môr Hafren Area Committee meeting held on 19th May 2010.  



	
	(d)
	Invitation to attend Minister’s Visit To Chepstow Museum’s The Wye Tour & Its Artists.

Invitation to attend the Minister’s visit To Chepstow Museum’s The Wye Tour & Its Artists on 5th August 2010 at 5.00pm prompt. 


	66.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.
With regard to correspondence received from Chepstow Conservative Association regarding the relative levels of town council precepts within Monmouthshire, Members requested that the Clerk bring a draft response to the September meeting of Council for approval.



	67.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.

The meeting received a report of young people gathering in the Somerfield Store area.  It was noted that the pavements in this area were also becoming stained and soiled.
A further report was received of young people gathering at the riverbank and bandstand area.



	68.
	URGENT BUSINESS

The meeting considered arrangements for dealing with urgent matters arising over the Council’s Summer recess.

RESOLVED:

To delegate authority to the Clerk, in consultation with the Town Mayor or Deputy 

Town Mayor, to deal with urgent matters arising over the Council’s Summer recess.



	69.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Report on the Society of Local Clerk’s Regional Conference
Presentation from Monmouthshire County Council in respect of future refuse collection arrangements

Presentation from Monmouthshire County Council’s Citizen Engagement Manager



	70.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 22nd September 2010 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.




CLOSE:- This completed the business of meeting at 10.00pm

Signed………………………………………                            Date…………………

CHAIRMAN
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