Minutes meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 28th April 2010 at 7.00 pm

Present:


Chairman:

Cllr H Ashby 

Councillors:
Ms H Beach, M Brady, D Dovey, Mrs S Dovey,

Mrs Y Havard, N Heywood, P Hobson, H Hodges, 
Ms M Lewis, Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter
Apologies:  

Cllr T Kirton, Cllr A Redhead
In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell (Town Clerk) 

Mrs J Mee (Administrative Officer)

Prior to the commencement of the business of the meeting Members received a report from Inspector Walker, Gwent Police.  The Inspector gave a brief overview of the end of year performance and crime statistics.  

In the year to 31st March 2010 there had been a total of 978 crimes in the Chepstow area of which 364 had been detected.  This was a detection rate of 39.9% within Chepstow, whilst the Force average was 26%, thus Chepstow had been top within the Force in respect of detection rates.  The Inspector reported that the local neighbourhood policing team had worked hard to tackle crime and disorder issues and that as a consequence reported incidents of anti social behaviour had fallen by between 8 and 10%.  

The response hub had returned to Chepstow and response times had improved.
Other initiatives being progressed included Neighbourhood Watch and the “Cold Calling Scheme”.  

CCTV was being of assistance in the detection of crime and disorder and the two CCTV monitors, part funded by the Town Council, had recently arrived at Chepstow Police Station.  
Following his report the Inspector went on to address the issues raised by individual Members in respect of fly tipping, anti social behaviour and car parking on grass verges and footpaths.
	210.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Mrs Stephanie Dovey declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item. 216. Proposed Closure of Budden Crescent


	211.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-
Thursday 25th March 2010 – Chepstow Trefoil Guild, AGM

Saturday 27th March 2010 – Lion’s Club “Barrow Load of Groceries” Draw
Saturday 10th April 2010 – Gwent County Trefoil Guild, AGM

Wednesday 21st April 2010 – Monmouthshire Schools Showcase

Sunday 25th April 2010 – Monmouthshire District Scouts St Georges Day Service

Sunday 25th April 2010 – Anzac Day Commemoration, together with fellow Councillors

	212.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the ordinary Meeting of Council held on 24th March 2010 were confirmed and signed as a true record.


	213.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 201. Town Awards.  The meeting was reminded that the Civic Reception for Town Award recipients would take place at 8.15pm on Friday, 7th May 2010 at The Drill Hall, immediately following the Town Mayor’s Charity Concert.


	214.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 24th March 2010 and draft minutes of 14th April 2010.
RESOLVED:
To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 24th March 2010 and draft minutes of 14th April 2010.


	
	(b)
	Personnel Committee

Draft minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 17th March 2010.

Cllr Ms Beach sought clarification of the minutes with regard to discussion of the Clerk’s contract of employment and the carry over of staff annual leave.

RESOLVED:
To receive the draft minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 

17th March 2010. 



	215.
	OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT VISIT
The meeting considered the Clerk’s report which set out the responses to enquiries made by the Clerk and Town Mayor in respect of the request for an official development visit to Chepstow Town Council by a delegation from Uganda.
RESOLVED:

In view of the Town Council’s limited staffing resources and increasing workload not to progress an official development visit to Chepstow Town Council by a delegation from Uganda at the present time.


	216. 
	PROPOSED CLOSURE OF BUDDEN CRESCENT, CALDICOT 

The Town Council received the Clerk’s report of the open meeting for neighbouring community and town councils’ in respect of the proposed closure of Budden Crescent, Respite Care Home which had been hosted by Caldicot Town Council on Monday, 19th April 2010 and, considered the note of the meeting provided by Caldicot Town Council.

Members acknowledged that the withdrawal of funding by Torfean County Borough Council had caused budget difficulties and that Monmouthshire County Council’s budget and that in particular, the Social Services budget, was under increasing pressure.
However, it was noted that the Budden Crescent respite care service was widely acknowledged to be of an extremely high standard and one which was highly valued and received much commendation and, that such recognition of County Council services was somewhat unusual.

The meeting also noted that carers using Budden Crescent had demonstrated a clear need for the type and level of service at the Care Home, which would not necessarily be fully satisfied by other means.  Their dependants required consistency, continuity and a high standard care which was currently provided by Budden Crescent.
The meeting was also advised that “Crossroads” had tried to look at ways in which they might support Budden Crescent.
RESOLVED:

To write to Monmouthshire County Council registering the Town Council’s concerns at the proposed closure of Budden Crescent Respite Care Home and to support fully the campaign by Caldicot Town Council against its closure.



	217.
	LOW FLYING MILITARY AIRCRAFT
RESOLVED:
To defer consideration of concerns raised with regard to Military Aircraft flying west of the A466 over the Bayfield area and Pwyllmeyric to the next ordinary meeting to enable the concerned Member to speak on the issue.


	218.
	HORIZON NUCLEAR POWER – NEW TIMETABLE FOR NUCLEAR POWER GENERATION AT OLDBURY

The meeting noted correspondence and the news release from Horizon Nuclear Power setting out the new timetable for Nuclear Power generation at Oldbury Power Station which had been circulated with the agenda.


	219.
	MONMOUTHSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION – OPEN ACCESS PLAY

The meeting considered the offer by Monmouthshire Housing Association to provide two 2 hour open access play sessions per week for 4 weeks over the Summer at a cost to the Town Council of £1,200.  The scheme would be aimed at young people aged 8 to 15 years, although younger children would be able to attend with adult supervision.
Members noted that was an estimated underspend on the 2010/2011 budgetary provision for Summer playschemes of approximately £1,250.

It was also noted that the Town Council would be supporting the Monmouthshire County Council Summer Playscheme at Chepstow Leisure Centre and fully funding the Summer playscheme at Bulwark Community Centre, but that there was no specific and separate provision at the present time for the Thornwell area.  There was also limited play provision for the 8 to 15 year age group.
RESOLVED:

To fund two 2 hour open access play sessions per week for 4 weeks over the Summer within the Thornwell area at a cost to the Town Council of £1,200.  (Local Government(Miscellaneous Provisions)Act 1976 s19


	220.
	WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT – WALES SUSTAINABILITY WEEK 17th – 23rd MAY 2010

Members noted correspondence from the Welsh Assembly Government setting out details of Wales Sustainability Week.  It was noted that Transition Chepstow would be holding a number of events to mark sustainability week and that the “shared garden scheme” was progressing.


	221.
	WALES IN BLOOM 2010

The meeting considered whether to enter the Small Town Category of the 2010 Wales in Bloom Competition for which entries close on 7th May 2010.
RESOLVED:

To enter the Small Town Category of the 2010 Wales in Bloom Competition which will be judged during the period 28th June to 16th July 2010.



	222.
	ROYAL AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION – CHEPSTOW AIR CADETS

Members considered correspondence in received from Chepstow Air Cadets seeking the Town Council’s support and assistance in identifying and securing alternative premises for their meetings.  

RESOLVED:

To provide practical support and assistance to Chepstow Air Cadets in identifying and securing alternative premises and to host a meeting of all relevant parties in an attempt to progress the matter.  Cllrs David Dovey, Henry Hodges and Marian Lewis to attend on behalf of the Town Council.


	223.
	S106 PLANNING GAIN

The meeting noted that Monmouthshire County Council and the local developer had agreed in principle to fund drainage improvement works in Lower Church Street, Chepstow from within s106 monies and, that the Drill Hall Management Committee had approached Monmouthshire County Council and the Local Developer with a view to securing s106 funding for an extension to the Drill Hall.



	224. 
	BUILDING MAINTENANCE

Members considered the Clerk’s report, circulated with the agenda, highlighting concerns in respect of current building maintenance arrangements and seeking a way forward for the forthcoming year.  
RESOLVED:

To instruct Lee Associates to obtain quotations from local builders to provide a comprehensive building maintenance for the Town Council’s premises


	225.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 31st March 2010 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

The monthly accounts for March 2010 were adopted:-

Total Receipts                 £ 3,086.73
Total Payments               £29,474.56


	
	(c)


	Internal Audit Report 2009 -2010 (Interim)

The meeting noted the Internal Auditors Interim Report for 2009 – 2010 and the nine detailed recommendations of the report.  


	
	(d)
	Local Environmental Quality Project Grants 2010-2011

Members noted that the Town Council’s grant application for “Environmental Improvement Feasibility Studies and designs for two key approaches and one urban centre” under the Local Environmental Quality Project Grants Scheme 2010-2011 had been unsuccessful.  Bids totalling £3.8 million had been received against a budget of £500,000 and the Town Council’s submission had been considered not as strong as the successful applications with regard to identifying “the local environmental qualities the project was designed to address.”


	
	(e)
	Local Councils Update

The meeting considered renewal of the Councils annual subscription to Local Council’s update at a cost of £70.
RESOLVED:

To renew the Councils annual subscription to Local Council’s update at a cost of £70.  (Local Government Act 1972 s111)


	
	(f)
	University of Gloucestershire – Summer Seminar Thursday 8th July – Friday 9th July 2010.

The meeting considered the Clerks attendance at the University of Gloucestershire’s Summer Seminar which would take place on Thursday 8th July and Friday 9th July 2010.

RESOLVED:

To agree the Clerks attendance at the University of Gloucestershire’s Summer Seminar on Thursday 8th July and Friday 9th July 2010 at the discounted cost of £140.  (Local Government Act 1972 s111).



	
	(g)
	Additional Litter Bins For River Bank area

Members considered the purchase and installation of additional litter bins at a cost of £400 per bin, within the River Bank area where need has been established.  Members noted that litter bins with lids might be more appropriate in this area in order to avoid problems with sea gulls.
RESOLVED:

To purchase and install 2 additional “lidded” litter bins within the River Bank area.  (Litter Act 1983 ss5,6)  
 

	
	(h)
	FREE PRESS – CAMPAIGN TO FUND SARA LIFEBOAT

The meeting considered correspondence received from the Free Press seeking the support of the Town Council in fundraising for a new lifeboat for SARA.  Members noted that the Town Council made an annual budgetary provision of £500 to support the work of SARA.
RESOLVED:

To request that the next meeting of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee examine the Council’s budget for 2010/2011 with a view to identifying whether any additional funding might be made available to SARA in the forthcoming year.


	226.
	MUSIC ON THE BANDSTAND

The meeting noted the Administrative Officer’s report detailing progress on the summer 2010 Music on the Bandstand events.  Members commended Cllr Heywood on the excellent and varied programme and thanked him for his hard work in arranging the concerts.


	227.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

	
	(a)
	Severn Princess Restoration Trust 

The Council’s representative advised that Fairfield Mabey apprentices had started work on the ferry and that work was progressing.



	228.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

The following items were reported for information:-



	
	(a)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

The minutes of the meeting held on 12th April 2010.  


	
	(b)
	Monmouthshire County Council – s14 Road Traffic Regulation Act

Mounton Road C61.2 – Temporary Road Closure

The proposed temporary closure of Mounton Road, Chepstow for a period of 3 weeks commencing on 4th May 2010 between the hours of 8.30am and 4.30pm to facilitate essential pre- surface dressing carriageway patching works.



	
	(c)
	CVS Allies Independent Visitor Service

Correspondence seeking to identify a “Volunteer Ally” to befriend a young person in Chepstow.



	
	(d)
	GAVO – Monmouthshire Volunteer Achievement Awards 2010

The opportunity to make nominations for the “GAVO – Monmouthshire Volunteer Achievement Awards 2010”  Nominations were invited in the following categories: Service to the Community; Greenweb Environment; Tidy Local Communities; Millennium Volunteering; Communities First; Caring in the Community; Young Volunteer under 25 years; Volunteer over 25 years, by 30th April 2010.  



	
	(e)
	Invitation to informal Private Preview of The Wye Valley Tour and it’s Artists Exhibition.

The invitation to Members to attend an informal Private Preview of The Wye Valley Tour and it’s Artists Exhibition at Chepstow Museum on Friday, 30th April 2010



	
	(f)
	MCC: Town and Police Clauses Act 1847 – Temporary Street Closure

The order permitting the closure of the High Street, Chepstow from 5.00am to 8.00pm on the last Saturday of each month commencing 29th May 2010 to facilitate monthly creative cultivators markets and events.



	229.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.


	230.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.

The Clerk reminded Members of the invitation to attend the opening of a new business within the town centre on Friday, 30th April 2010 and sought confirmation of numbers attending.


	231.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Low Flying Military Aircraft


	232.
	NOMINATIONS FOR TOWN MAYOR

Nominations for the position of Town Mayor were sought.  The meeting was reminded that the election of the Town Mayor would be the first item of business at the Annual Meeting of Council.
The following nominations were received:-

Cllr H Hodges

Cllr Mrs Marian Lewis


	233.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Members confirmed: 

	
	(a)
	that the Annual Meeting of the Town Council would take place on Wednesday 12th May 2010 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, Chepstow; and, 


	
	(b)
	that the next Ordinary Meeting of the Town Council would take place on Wednesday 26th May 2010 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, Chepstow.




CLOSE:-  This completed the business of the meeting at 8.45pm

Signed  ………………………. CHAIRMAN               Date  …………………..
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