Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 27th July 2011 at 7.00 pm

Present:

Chairman:
Cllr Henry Hodges (Town Mayor)
Councillors:

H Ashby, M Brady, D Dovey, Mrs S Dovey, N Heywood,                    


P Hobson, Ms M Lewis, A Redhead, Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter
Apologies:  
Cllr H Beach, Cllr Mrs Y Havard, Cllr T Kirton 

In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell (Town Clerk)
Mrs L Allen (Administrative Officer)

Mrs A Gadd (Administrative Oficer)
Prior to the commencement of the business of the meeting Members received a brief presentation from Mr Paul White, Specialist Environmental Health Officer for Monmouthshire County Council in respect of the Air Quality Action Plan for Chepstow. 

	53.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr N Heywood declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 60(c) Axis 3 Match Funding Request – Canopy in the Castle and left the room for the discussion of this item.


	54.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-

Saturday 25th June – Chepstow Carnival
Saturday 25th June (pm) – Rotary Club of Chepstow Dinner Dance at Royal George Hotel, Tintern
Wednesday 29th June (pm) – Chepstow Choral Society Summer Concert at Drill Hall
Sunday 3rd July – Caldicot Town Mayor Civic Service at St. Mary’s Church, Caldicot
Monday 4th July – 100th Birthday Celebrations for Chepstow resident
Sunday 10th July – Usk Civic Service, The Priory Church of St Mary, Usk
Tuesday 12th July – Gloucester Harbour Trustees meeting
Thursday 21st July (pm) – ‘Friendship is Fab’ theatre for Chepstow Mencap, Drill Hall



	55.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 22nd June 2011 were confirmed and signed as a true record.


	56.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 45(d) Gatehouse Urgent Repairs. The Clerk reported that the Council’s Contractor had advised that “Terne coated stainless steel” was more expensive than lead and therefore possibly even more vulnerable.  It was therefore proposed to proceed with the repair of the bay window roof with replacement lead and to fiberglass the plywood sub base before fixing new lead treated with anti graffiti/anti theft solution.

	57.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee
The minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 22nd June 2011 and 13th July 2011.
RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 22nd June 2011 and 13th July 2011.


	
	(b)
	Town Amenities Committee

The minutes of the Town Amenities Committee meeting held on 8th June 2011.
RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Town Amenities Committee meeting held on 8th June 2011.



	
	(c) 
	Financial Policy and Audit Committee
The minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting held on 13th July 2011.
RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting held on 13th July 2011.


	58.
	AIR QUALITY ACTION PLAN
The meeting considered the presentation by Monmouthshire County Council’s Specialist Environmental Health Officer in respect of the Air Quality Action Plan.
RESOLVED:

The Town Clerk to write to the Operational Services Cabinet Member, Cllr Bryan Jones to advise that de-trunking the A48 was contrary to the agreed policy of the Town Council and that the Town Council would support the construction of a by-pass. 


	59.
	MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES 2011
The meeting considered the review of polling districts and polling places currently being undertaken by Monmouthshire County Council for which responses on the proposals outlined were required by Monday, 12th September 2011.
RESOLVED:

To make no objections in respect of the arrangements proposed for the electoral wards of Chepstow identified in Monmouthshire County Council’s review of polling districts and polling places. 


	60.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 30th June 2011 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed of the monthly accounts for June 2011.  
Total Receipts                  £  4,094.73 

Total Payments                £34,947.90

	
	(c)
	Axis 3 Match Funding Request – Canopy in the Castle
The meeting considered the recommendation made by the Financial Policy and Audit Committee on the 13th July 2011 that Council delegate authority to the Clerk, in consultation with the Chair of Financial Policy and Audit Committee, to make a further funding contribution up to a maximum of £5,000 should additional funding be required to complete the Chepstow Castle Canopy Project.
RESOLVED:

To delegate authority to the Clerk, in consultation with the Chair of Financial Policy and Audit Committee, to make a further funding contribution up to a maximum of £5,000 should additional funding be required to complete the Chepstow Castle Canopy Project (Local Government Act 1972 s145).



	61.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES



	
	(a)
	The Governing Body of the Dell Primary School

The meeting noted the minutes of the meeting of the Governing Body of the Dell Primary School held on 3rd May 2011. 



	
	(b)
	One Voice Wales Area Committee

The meeting noted the minutes of the meeting of the Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee of One Voice Wales held on 14th April 2011.



	
	(c)
	One Voice Wales Larger Councils Committee
The meeting noted the minutes of the Larger Councils Committee of One Voice Wales held on 20th April 2011.


	62.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

Members noted the following items reported for information:-


	
	(a)
	Lower Wye Area Committee
The minutes of the Lower Wye Area Committee meeting held on 8th June 2011.


	
	(b)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

The minutes of the Chepstow Marketing Committee meeting held on 8th June 2011.  



	
	(c)
	Drill Hall Management Committee Final Accounts for the year ending 31st March 2011
The Drill Hall Management Committee Final Accounts for the year ending 31st March 2011.


	
	(d)
	One Voice Wales Newsletter – “The Voice”

The Spring Edition, Issue 16 of the One Voice Wales Newsletter, “The Voice “.


	
	(e)
	2011 Green Gathering

The 2011 Green Gathering would take place at Piercefield Park from 28th to 31st July 2011 at which Transition Chepstow would showcase Chepstow’s recent success, including ‘My Chepstow Bag’, Tree Planting, ‘Give It Away, Take It Away’, Tidenham Landshare and litter picking initiatives.



	
	(f)
	2012 – 2013 Local Policing Plan
The opportunity to participate in an e-survey to indicate policing needs and priorities, with a view to influencing the 2012-2013 Local Policing Plan.   



	63.
	WYE VALLEY AONB STUDY TOUR – FRIDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER 2011

The meeting noted the invitation for two Members to attend the Wye Valley AONB Annual Study Tour, which would investigate energy issues in the Hereford part of the Wye Valley AONB and include visits to renewable energy schemes and initiatives, on Friday 30th September 2011
RESOLVED:

Cllr Ashby and Cllr Redhead to attend the Wye Valley AONB Annual Study Tour on Friday 30th September 2011.



	64.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.


	65.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.

The Clerk advised the meeting that the Internal Auditors Final Report for the year ending 31st March 2011 had now been received and that it would be necessary to hold an extraordinary meeting of Council in order to certify the Annual Return prior to the External Auditors submission deadline.  The Clerk sought Members views as to an appropriate date.  Members indicated that the 7th September 2011 would be an acceptable date for the extraordinary meeting of Council.
The Clerk reported correspondence received from One Voice Wales inviting participation in the Queens Diamond Jubilee Celebrations on 4th June 2012.  The meeting indicated that the Town Council wished to take part in the Celebrations and would arrange a beacon lighting ceremony.

The Clerk reported the invitation for the Town Council to attend the Severn Estuary Forum on 23rd September 2011 and the requirement to renew the Town Councils membership of the Forum.  Members indicated that they wished the Town Council’s membership of the Severn Estuary Forum to be renewed and Cllr D Dovey expressed an interest in attending the Forum on 23rd September 2011.
The Clerk reported that the Town Council was to have a stand at the Chepstow Agricultural Show on Saturday, 13th August 2011 and sought Members support in staffing the stand.

The Clerk advised the meeting the Town Council was to host the Annual Wales in Bloom Ceremony on Friday 16th September 2011.

The Clerk reported correspondence received outlining the Community Voice grant funding opportunity for which the deadline for applications had been extended to 1st August 2011. 

The Clerk reported correspondence received seeking voluntary assistance on behalf of the NSPCC at the Bristol International Balloon Festival from 11th to 14th August 2011.

The Clerk reported the proposed temporary speed limit order on the A466 for a period of 19 weeks with effect from 22nd August 2011 in order to facilitate highway works.
The Clerk reported that, following consultation with the Chair of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee, she had approved a Community Grant Payment of £100 in respect of Davis Court Community Group.
The Clerk reported correspondence received from a local resident briefly identifying a twinning opportunity with a town in Italy.  Members expressed an interest in the opportunity and requested that the resident be invited to address the next ordinary meeting of the Town Council.



	66.
	PROPOSED OFFICE CLOSURE 22ND AUGUST – 26TH AUGUST 2011

The meeting noted that as a consequence of staffing changes and pre-booked holiday commitments, there would be only skeleton cover of the Town Council’s Administrative Office during the period 22nd August to 26th August 2011.  Members considered whether to close the office during this period.
RESOLVED:

To close the Town Councils Administrative Office during the period 22nd August to 26th August 2011.



	67.
	ADOPT A KIOSK

The meeting considered whether to adopt the telephone kiosks located at Lower Church Street and Chepstow Castle for £1 per kiosk, under British Telecoms “Adopt a Kiosk Scheme” details of which had been circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED:
Not to adopt the telephone kiosks located at Lower Church Street and Chepstow Castle


	68.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
Presentation of Twinning Opportunities


	69.
	URGENT BUSINESS

The meeting considered arrangements for dealing with urgent matters arising over the Council’s Summer recess.

RESOLVED:

To delegate authority to the Clerk, in consultation with the Town Mayor or Deputy Town Mayor, to deal with urgent matters arising over the Council’s Summer recess.



	70.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 28th September 2011 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.
An “extraordinary meeting” of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 7th September 2011 at 6.00pm, in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.   



CLOSE:- This completed the business of meeting at 8.30pm

Signed………………………………………                            Date…………………

CHAIRMAN
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