Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in The Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 27th January 2010 at 7.00 pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr H Ashby 

Councillors:
Ms H Beach, M Brady, Mrs S Dovey, 
Mrs Y Havard, N Heywood, H Hodges, 
T Kirton, Ms M Lewis, P Rutter, 

Apologies:  

Cllr D Dovey, P Hobson, Mrs J Robbins, A Watts
In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell (Town Clerk) 

Mrs P Lewis (Administrative Officer)
	
	

	149.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.


	150.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Town Mayor advised Members of the recent death of Mr Steve Ryan, who had been Chairman of Chepstow Urban District Council in 1955.  Councillor Heywood had attended the funeral on 14th January, representing the Town Council.  

The Town Mayor was pleased to advise Members that Lucy Allen, Administrative Officer, had given birth to a son Cian David James on Sunday 24th January 2010, both mother and baby were doing well.
The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-

Thursday 3rd December 2009 – St David’s Foundation Light up a Life Service.
Saturday 5th December 2009 – Opening of Louise Gains Art Gallery.
Sunday 6th December 2009 – Bulwark Community Centre 15th Anniversary Celebration evening together with the Deputy Mayoress.
Monday 7th December 2009 – South Monmouthshire Music Centre Christmas Concert together with the Deputy Mayoress.
Tuesday 8th December 2009 – Judging of Chepstow Shop Window Competition.

Thursday 10th December 2009 – Local Police Unit annual dinner. 
Friday 11th December 2009 – North Monmouthshire Music Centre Concert.

Saturday 12th December 2009 – Chepstow Choral Society Concert.

Monday 14th December 2009 – Chepstow Comprehensive School Carol Service together with the Deputy Mayoress.
Tuesday 15th December 2009 – Opening of new British Heart Foundation shop.

Wednesday 16th December 2009 – Mayor of Usk, Festival of Carols
Friday 18th December 2009 – Presentation of awards for Chepstow Shop Window Competition.

Saturday 19th December 2009 – Chepstow Male Voice Choir Christmas Concert.

Monday 21st December 2009 – Awards Presentation to Girl Guides.

Christmas Day 2009 - Visit to Sedbury Park Care Home and Chepstow Hospital.

Sunday 3rd January 2010 – Greater Gwent Youth Brass Band Anniversary concert.

Sunday 24th January 2010 – ChAOS Pantomime.

Monday 25th January 2010 – Presentation of Awards at Kumon Maths Study Centre.
The Deputy Mayoress had attended the following event:-

Christmas Day 2009 – Visit to Castle Court Residential Home.



	151.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 25th November 2009 were confirmed and signed as correct.


	152.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 140.  Governing Body of Ysgol Y Ffin.  The Clerk advised that the last meeting of Council on 25th November 2009 had been unable to identify a representative for the Governing Body of Ysgol Y Ffin but that subsequent to the meeting,when it had been established that representatives were not required to be Welsh speaking, Cllr Hodges had expressed an interest in representing the Town Council on the Governing Body.  The Clerk had therefore submitted the appropriate form nominating Cllr Hodges to the Governing Body of Ysgol Y Ffin as the Town Council’s representative.


	153.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Draft minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 25th November and 9th December 2009.
RESOLVED: 

To receive the draft minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 25th November and 9th December 2009.



	154.
	ELECTION – ST CHRISTOPHERS WARD

Members noted that following the resignation of Cllr Steve Sullivan on 2nd December 2009 an election to fill the casual vacancy in St Christopher’s Ward was to be held on Thursday 18th February 2010.

A Member requested that all Councillors be notified as soon as a casual vacancy arose, in future.


	155.
	MAYOR’S CHARITY CONCERT

The meeting noted that the Town Mayor proposed to hold a Charity Concert in St Mary’s Parish Church on Friday 30th April at 7.00pm in order to raise funds for Chepstow Town Band and the South Gwent Music Service.

Several Members offered to assist the Town Mayor with the catering arrangements for the event.



	156.
	MAYOR’S PROPOSAL TO FORM AN ASSOCIATION WITH SALT ASH TOWN COUNCIL

The meeting considered the Town Mayor’s request to form an association with Salt Ash Town Council, on the basis of a Celtic Connection.  Members noted that there were a number of similarities between the two towns including the fact that both towns had tubular bridges designed by Brunel.
RESOLVED:

To form an association with Salt Ash Town Council, on the basis of the Celtic Connection and both Towns association with Brunel’s Bridges.


	157.
	CODE OF CONDUCT – DRAFT GUIDANCE FROM THE PUBLIC SERVICE OMBUDSMAN FOR WALES

The meeting considered Draft Guidance on the Model Code of Conduct issued by the Public Services Ombudsman on which comments are invited by 12th February 2010.  

RESOLVED:

To welcome positively, the Draft Guidance on the Model Code of Conduct issued by the Public Services Ombudsman which was extremely clear and easy to follow.


	158.
	REDUCTION IN SEARCH AND RESCUE SERVICE AT RMB CHIVENOR
Members noted that there are proposals to down grade the Search and Rescue service at RMB Chivenor to a 12 hours per day in place of the current 24 hour cover.  The meeting noted that such a reduction in service would impact adversely on Chepstow. 

RESOLVED:

In view of the potential implications for Chepstow, the Clerk to write to Ilfracombe Town Council and North Devon MP, Nick Harvey, expressing the Town Council’s support for the campaign against a reduction in the Search and Rescue service at RMB Chivenor to a 12 hours per day service in place of the current 24 hour cover.


	159.
	PROPOSED CHARTER FOR MONMOUTHSHIRE 

The meeting considered the proposed charter for community and town councils in Monmouthshire and Monmouthshire County Council, circulated by One Voice Wales.  
RESOLVED:

To welcome the proposed charter for community and town councils in Monmouthshire and Monmouthshire County Council, circulated by One Voice Wales as a positive first step in developing the relationship between the County Council and town and community councils and to express support for the proposal to regularly monitor the implementation and effectiveness of the charter.


	160.
	ONE VOICE WALES – CONSULTATION ON INSTANTANEOUS TRANSLATION FACILITIES

At the request of One Voice Wales, Members considered the provision of instantaneous translation facilities at meetings of the Larger Local Council Committee of One Voice Wales, noting that no use had been made of the facilities provided at their last meeting.

RESOLVED:

To recommend that One Voice Wales continue to provide instantaneous translation facilities at meetings of their Larger Local Council Committee.


	161.
	REQUEST TO ESTABLISH WOODLAND COMMITTEE

Members considered the request from a local resident to establish a “Woodland Committee” for the area at the end of Wye Crescent.  The Town Mayor explained that he had contacted the resident and had explained that the area at the end of Wye Crescent was privately owned and outside the scope of the Town Council’s authority.  


	162.
	TOWN AWARDS SCHEME 

Members noted the recent press release issued in respect of the Town Awards Scheme and the deadline for nominations of 17th February 2010.


	163.
	TOWN COUNCIL WEB SITE

The meeting noted that the Town Council web site has been upgraded and that the new site was now live.  The Clerk advised that during the updating of the site it had become clear that a number of the photographs on the site should be replaced and that the site would benefit from additional photographs.  The Clerk sought Members views on the new site and particularly how new photographs might be obtained.  
RESOLVED:

Members to provide the Clerk with photographs which might be included on the web site.


	164.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 30th November 2009 and 31st December 2009 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed of the monthly accounts for November 2009 and December 2009.

                              November 2009        December 2009

Total Receipts         £  8,285.44                  £97,314.56
Total Payments       £51,802.10                  £14,732.78


	
	(c)
	Precept

The meeting noted that the Town Council had now received notification of the 2010/2011 Council Tax Base for Chepstow, which at £5,244.74 was an increase of £140.02 on the previous year.  The Town Council’s precept per band D property in 2010/2011 would therefore be £58.98.  
Members note the draft press release outlining the Council’s budget and precept for 2010/2011 which had been circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED:

To agree the draft press release prepared by the Clerk and circulated with the agenda.


	
	(d)
	Society of Local Council Clerks Membership

The meeting considered renewal of the Clerk’s annual membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks at a cost of £212.  (Local Government Act 1972 s143)

RESOLVED:

To renew the Clerk’s annual membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks at a cost of £212.  (Local Government Act 1972 s143)



	
	(e)
	Community and Economic Development Scheme Grants 2010/2011

The meeting noted the availability of Community and Economic Development Scheme Grants for 2010/2011 for which the deadline for applications was 26th February 2010.

RESOLVED:

To submit an application for capital funding for the repair/renewal of the wooden floor within the Old Memorial Library, and to provide an element of match funding for the project.


	165.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES



	
	(a)
	One Voice Wales – Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee

The meeting received the minutes of the One Voice Wales – Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee meeting held on 15th October 2009. 



	
	(b)
	One Voice Wales – Larger Local Councils Committee 

The meeting received the minutes of the One Voice Wales – Larger Local Councils Committee meeting held on 21st October 2009.


	
	(c)
	Governing Body of The Dell Primary School

The meeting received the minutes of the meeting of the Governing Body of The Dell Primary School held on 24th November 2009. 


	
	(d) 
	Oldbury & Berkley Power Stations Community Liaison Council
The meeting noted the Report on Oldbury Activities – January 2010 and  briefing note provided by the Nuclear Decomissioning Authority – January 2010 tabled at the meeting.


	166.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

The meeting noted the following items reported for information:-

	
	(a)
	Chepstow Chamber of Commerce 

Minutes of the Chepstow Chamber of Commerce meetings held on Thursday 5th November 2009 and 3rd December 2009. 


	
	(b)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

Minutes of the Chepstow Marketing meeting held on 10th November and 8th December 2009. 



	
	(c)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Môr Hafren Committee

Minutes of Monmouthshire County Council’s Môr Hafren Committee meeting held on 21st October and 9th December 2009.


	
	(d)
	The Voice – November 2009

The One Voice Wales newsletter, The Voice Issue 12.


	
	(e)
	Invitation to attend re-launch of the Piercefield Walks on Tuesday 16th March 2010.


	
	(f)
	Notice of Meeting for Business Ratepayers

Invitation for Business Ratepayers to attend a meeting to discuss service developments and budgets on 2nd February, at the Recreation Hall, Portskewett



	167.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.
With the consent of the Chairman the Clerk reported the following items of correspondence received too late to be included on the agenda for Members information:-

(a) Government Equalities Office – Details of Public Leaders Courses, for which the 

     closing date for applications was 31st January 2010.

(b) Welsh Assembly Government – Appointment of Members to the Care Council for

      Wales , for which the closing date for applications was 4th February 2010.
(c) Department of Energy & Climate Change – Consultation on Oldbury: A 

     potentially suitable site for new nuclear power.  Details of exhibitions taking place
     from 9.00am to 7.00pm on 4th, 5th & 6th February 2010 and a public discussion 
     from 10.00 to 12.00pm on 6th February 2010 at Turnberrie’s Community Centre, 
     Bath Road, Thornbury. 
(d) Gwent Police – “We’re tackling Anti-social Behaviour” posters tabled for 

     Members to display within their wards.


	168.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.

The meeting was advised that no cautionary notices, in respect of age/use were visible on display at the “tanning salon” in Moor Street.

The meeting was advised that there had been no refuse collection service in Steep Street since before Christmas and that rubbish was accumulating in the street.  Members were also advised that there also appeared to be a problem with the new recycling arrangements and some residents appeared to be using both the red and purple recycling bags for general refuse.  It was suggested that residents were not fully aware of the new refuse/recycling arrangements.  There also appeared to be an issue with the number of weekly collections and currently three different days per week had been identified as potential collection days.
The meeting was advised that it appeared that Gwent Police would no longer supervise road closures at community events, even when event organisers were prepared to pay for policing input.  Members expressed concern that the lack of policing at such events would impact on organisers ability to satisfy risk assessment criteria and that ultimately events might not be able to take place.  Members asked that an appropriate item be included on the agenda for the next meeting of Council and that a senior Police representative be invited to explain the situation to Council.


	169.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
Policing Arrangements at Community Events
Proposed development in Lower Chepstow



	170.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 24th February 2010 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, Chepstow.



CLOSE:-  This completed the business of the meeting at 8.00pm

Signed  ………………………. CHAIRMAN               Date  …………………..
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