CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in The Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow 

on Wednesday 27th April 2011 at 7.00pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr M Lewis (Town Mayor) 

Councillors:
Ms H Beach, D Dovey, Mrs S Dovey, Mrs Y Havard,

H Hodges, A Redhead, Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter, 
Apologies:  

Cllr H Ashby, Cllr M Brady, Cllr N Heywood
In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk),

   


Mrs J Mee (Administrative Officer)
Prior to the commencement of the business of the meeting, Members received a presentation from representatives of the newly formed Garden City Community Group.  The Group had been established in February 2011 and aimed to: create a stronger community within Garden City; improve the local environment; and, enhance local facilities.  The Group planned to: take part in the national “Big Lunch” event over the Summer; undertake bulb and tree planting in the Autumn; and, in the longer term, create a wild life and green area and redesign the park/play area.  
The Group was therefore looking for Town Council support and potentially for grant funding.  
The Group had established a “facebook page” and had also identified the need for a Community Notice Board in Garden City to help to communicate the Group’s activities and plans more widely.

The Town Mayor thanked the representatives of Garden City Community Group and commended them for their initiatives.

	190.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.



	191.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-

Wednesday 23rd March 2011 – Signing of Charter with Monmouthshire County Council

Thursday 24th March 2011 – 1st Battalion The Rifles training exercise, together with fellow Councillors.

Saturday 26th March 2011 – Chepstow Choral Society Concert

Wednesday 30th March 2011 – Monmouthshire Schools Music Showcase

Thursday 31st March 2011 – Unveiling of sculpture at Chepstow School

Thursday 31st March 2011 – Chepstow School Spring Concert

Thursday 31st March 2011 – 1st Battalion The Rifles lunch time briefing 

Friday 1st April 2011 – Transfer and opening of Riverside Toilets

Thursday 7th April 2011 – Cheese and Wine Evening Chepstow School: Kenya Tour 
Monday 11th April 2011 – Laying of Jigsaw piece for Parkinson’s Awareness Week

Saturday 16th April 2011 – Concert by Chepstow Male Voice Choir and Phoenix Choir, Zimbabwe

The Deputy Town Mayor had attended :-

Saturday 9th April 2011 - Trefoil Guild Gwent Annual General Meeting

Monday 25th April 2011 – Anzac Day Commemorative Service, together with fellow Councillors.



	192.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 23rd March 2011 were confirmed and signed as a true record.



	193.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 178. Time and Place – Working to Save Young Lives on the Road.  The Clerk advised that the event had not taken place as Wyedean School had adjusted their timetable to provide for additional revision sessions for pupils.

Item 182. Chepstow Agricultural Show – Members requested that the Town Council’s display at the Agricultural Show be similar in format to that provided in 2010.

187(e) Anzac Commemoration – The Deputy Town Mayor advised that there had been excellent public attendance at the Anzac Day Commemorative Service.


	194.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

The minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 23rd March 2011 and 13th April 2011.

RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 23rd March 2011 and 13th April 2011. 



	
	(b)
	Personnel Committee

The minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 6th April 2011. 
RESOLVED:
To receive the minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 6th April 2011.



	
	(a)
	Financial Policy and Audit Committee

The minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting held on 23rd February 2011 and draft minutes of the meeting held on 9th March 2011. 

RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting held on 23rd February and draft minutes of the meeting held on 9th March 2011.


	195.
	STANDING ORDERS

The meeting considered the revised Standing Orders recommended by the Financial Policy and Audit Committee on 6th April 2011.  
RESOLVED:

To adopt the revised Standing Orders recommended by the Financial Policy and Audit Committee on 6th April 2011.



	196.


	FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

The meeting considered the Financial Regulations recommended by the Financial Policy and Audit Committee on 2nd February 2011.  
RESOLVED:

To adopt the Financial Regulations recommended by the Financial Policy and Audit Committee on 2nd February 2011.  


	197.
	DRAFT CIVIC PROTOCOL
The meeting further considered the revised draft Civic Protocol recommended by the Financial Policy and Resources Committee on 6th April 2011
RESOLVED:
To agree the revised draft Civic Protocol recommended by the Financial Policy and Resources Committee on 6th April 2011.  


	198.
	COUNCIL MEETINGS – PUBLIC PARTICIPATION DRAFT GUIDANCE

The meeting considered draft guidance produced in respect of public participation at meetings of the Council, which had been circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED:

To agree the draft guidance produced in respect of public participation at meetings of the Council, which had been circulated with the agenda.


	199.
	ALLOTMENT SPACES

	
	(a)
	The future potential for additional allotment spaces in Chepstow.  


	
	(b)
	Request received from Chepstow Community Hospital (Mental Health Department) for an area of land or allotment which the hospital might adopt and maintain.  



	
	RESOLVED:

In view of the absence of Cllr Hobson to defer discussion of Item 199. Allotment Spaces until the next Ordinary Meeting.



	200. 
	SOCIAL HOUSING RENTS

The formula applied to Social Housing Rents.  
RESOLVED:

In view of the absence of Cllr Watts to defer discussion of Item 200. Social Housing Rents until the next Ordinary Meeting.


	201.
	COMMUNITY FACILITIES

	
	(a)
	Notice Board

Members considered the request for a community notice board to serve the Garden City area, to be located on the “green triangle” at the top of Green Street/Caird Street.  

RESOLVED:

To agree the purchase of a community notice board to serve the Garden City area, to be located, subject to necessary consents, on the “green triangle at the top of Green Street/Caird Street.  (Local Government Act 1972 s142)


	
	(b)
	Dog Waste Disposal Bins

Members considered the request for one lockable dog waste disposal bin to be located at Bulwark Community Centre, next to the waste bin adjacent to Cromwell Road and for one further dog waste disposal bin to be located on the green area adjacent to the Portwall in Cormeilles Square.  The meeting noted that there was no budgetary provision within the current financial year for the provision and emptying of additional dog waste bins.  However, it was suggested that since the Summer Playscheme was to be held at Bulwark Community Centre and difficulties had arisen last Summer as a consequence of dog fouling, that funding should be found for a lockable bin at the Centre as a matter of priority.

RESOLVED:

To agree the purchase and emptying of an additional lockable dog waste bin to be located at Bulwark Community Centre, next to the waste bin adjacent to Cromwell Road.  Funding to be taken from Budget Code: 1434 Roadside Seats.

(Litter Act 1983 ss6)


	
	(c)
	Roadside Seats

The meeting considered the request to install a seat adjacent to the Camp public open space, Bulwark.  
RESOLVED:

To agree the purchase and installation of a seat adjacent to the Camp public open space, Bulwark, subject to the cost not exceeding the balance on Budget Code: 1434 Roadside Seats.  (Parish Councils Act 1957 s1)


	
	(d)
	Power Supply – Beaufort Square

The Clerk advised that the external power supply, installed as part of the Town Centre Regeneration Scheme and used to provide power for the Town Christmas tree, Switch On and other community events had now been repaired at no cost.


	
	(e)
	CCTV Camera 127 High Street

The meeting was advised that the estimated cost of relocating CCTV Camera 127 in the High Street has risen from £3,000 to £7,913 plus vat.  Members considered whether to agree the necessary additional funding for the relocation of the CCTV camera and requested that evidence of the need to relocate the camera be provided. 

RESOLVED:

To request that evidence to support of the need to relocate CCTV Camera 127 High Street be provided, prior to any additional funding being considered.



	202.
	ONE VOICE WALES – CONFERENCE

The meeting noted that the 7th Conference and Annual General Meeting of One Voice Wales would take place on Saturday 8th October 2011 at the Bont Pavillion, Pontrhydfendigaid, Ceredigion and considered:-



	
	(a)
	Representation at Conference a cost of £65 per delegate, if booked by 28th July 

2011.

RESOLVED:

Cllr Mrs Havard to notify the Clerk, if she was able to attend.



	
	(b)
	Representation at the Annual General Meeting (one delegate only)
RESOLVED:

To send no representatives to the Annual General Meeting of One Voice Wales.



	
	(c)
	Motions for debate at the Annual General Meeting (no more than two motions to be submitted by 27th May 2011)
RESOLVED:

To submit no motions for debate at the Annual General Meeting of One Voice Wales.



	203.
	MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 – OLD BULWARK ROAD

The meeting considered the proposed road traffic order on Old Bulwark Road which would allow vehicles to travel in a South Westerly direction only from its junction with Bulwark Road, thereby eliminating potential conflict between opposing traffic flows outside the school.  

RESOLVED:

To submit the following observations in respect of the proposed Road Traffic Order for Old Bulwark Road:-

“ Chepstow Town Council is of the view that the objective to improve traffic flows outside St Mary’s School and contribute to a safer environment for children attending the school will not be achieved by the proposed road traffic order which does not address the fact that there are two access points to the St Mary’s School.  The Town Council considers that improved traffic flows and safety would be more effectively met by a one way traffic flow from the Presbytery all the way to Mathern Road.”



	204.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 28th February 2011 and 31st March 2011 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed in respect of the monthly accounts for February 2011 and March 2011. 

                                     February                                 March

Total Payments          £ 2,633.65                           £15,425.55
Total Receipts           £36,178.21                           £  1,685.32


	
	(c)
	Local Councils Update

The meeting considered renewal of the Town Council’s annual subscription to Local Councils Update at a cost of £70.  

To renew the Town Council’s annual subscription to Local Councils Update at a cost of £70.  (Local Government Act 1972 s143)


	
	(d)
	CAFY Support
The meeting considered whether to contribute the balance of funding (£1,000) for 2010/2011 in respect of Central Kaff, in light of the recent update received which had been circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED:

To contribute the balance of funding (£1,000) for 2010/2011 in respect of Central Kaff.  (Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s19)


	
	(e)
	Old Library Building Floor

The meeting was advised that a further area of the Old Library Building floor required repair/replacement and that an estimate of £1,100 inclusive of vat had been obtained for these works. 
RESOLVED:

To contribute 50% towards the cost of the repair/replacement of the Old Library Building floor and to request that the tenant match funds the works.
(Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s19)


	205.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
Members noted the following items reported for information:-



	
	(a)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Walk Leader Training.

Availability of walk leader training.  



	
	(b)
	“Have a Wild Weekend in Wales: 20th – 22nd May 2011”

Details of the “Have a Wild Weekend in Wales: 20th – 22nd May 2011” scheme.  


	
	(c)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee Meeting 8th March 2011

The minutes of the Chepstow Marketing meeting held on 8th March 2011. 


	
	(d)
	Lower Wye Area Committee Meeting 23rd February 2011

The minutes of the Lower Wye Area Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, 23rd February 2011.  



	206.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES



	
	(a)
	Oldbury and Berkley Power Stations Community Liaison Council

Members noted recent correspondence issued by Magnox in response to the Fukushima crisis. 


	
	(b)
	One Voice Wales – Larger Council Committee

The minutes of the One Voice Wales larger Councils Committee held on 19th January 2011 were table for Members information.



	207.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.

With regard to the quotation from “Evac Chair,” the Clerk explained that she had obtained the quotation on the oral recommendation made by Mr Stephen Wallett, Ellis Whittham Health and Safety Consultant during the annual Health and Safety review, but had not progressed the matter further as Mr Wallett’s written report was still awaited. 


	
	With the consent of the Chairman, the Clerk reported the following items of correspondence for information which had been received too late to be included on the agenda, but which would time expire before the next ordinary meeting of Council:-



	
	(a)
	Letter from resident expressing concern at “unruly behaviour” in Lower Chepstow.  

Members requested that the letter be forwarded to Inspector James Walker and Superintendent Mark Sutton of Gwent Police.



	
	(b)
	Correspondence received from the Governing Body of Pembroke Primary School raising concerns at dog fouling on the corner of High Beech Lane and Mathern Road and seeking the Council’s views prior to their next meeting on 10th May 2011. 

Members requested that this item of correspondence be added to the agenda for discussion at the next ordinary meeting of Council.



	
	(c)
	Monmouthshire County Council –Old Wye Bridge Temporary Road Closure.

The meeting noted that the Old Wye Bridge would be temporarily closed to traffic from 9th May 2011 between the hours of 9.30am and 15.30pm for a period of 1 week or until such time as maintenance works were completed.



	
	(d)


	Monmouthshire County Council – Thomas Street, Albion Square, Chepstow, prohibition of waiting and taxi rank traffic regulation order.

Members expressed concern at the impact of the proposed order on traders who currently load/unload within the restricted area.  It was noted that traders in this area were small independent businesses who were unlikely to be able to influence supplier delivery times and thus many would be forced to receive deliveries via their front entrances in Moor Street, thereby exacerbating the already congested situation along this stretch of road.

The Clerk undertook to report members concerns to Monmouthshire County Council.


	208.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.

Members expressed concern at the condition of the Riverbank, there appeared to be a great deal of litter in the area, and although the litter bins were being used they were overflowing and appeared to need more regular emptying.
It was reported that a number of the grey litter bins installed in the High Street as part of the Regeneration Scheme were in a poor condition and required repair/replacement.

It was reported that the recycling bins at the Severn Bridge Social Club were to be removed.  Members expressed concern that there appeared to have been no consultation on this issue and requested that the proposed removal of the recycling bins be included on the agenda for the next ordinary meeting of the Town Council.

The meeting was advised that a Listed Building Enforcement Notice had been served on the proprietor of the White Lion Public House, requiring the reinstatement of the etched glass window and hanging Public House sign.

It was noted that the Town Council had not been formally consulted on the proposed changes to car parking charges.

A Member registered concern at the lengthy delays which had arisen during works to improve pedestrian access routes across St Lawrence Road.  The Member had contacted Monmouthshire County Council’s Highways Officer who had been unaware of the congestion and delays caused by the temporary traffic lights.

It was noted that cars were again being advertised for sale on the green area in St Lawrence Road, adjacent to Larkfield roundabout.

A brief update on the last meeting of the Oldbury and Berkley Power Stations Community Liaison Council was provided.

The Clerk reported that there had been an incident of criminal damage to the ladies Toilets at the Riverbank and that the Police had advised that the perpetrator had been arrested and charged and would shortly appear in Court.
 

	209.
	NOMINATIONS FOR TOWN MAYOR

Nominations for the position of Town Mayor were sought.  The meeting was reminded that the election of Town Mayor would be the first item of business at the Annual Meeting of Council.
The following nomination was received:-

Cllr H Hodges


	210.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT ORDINARY MEETING

Consultation on proposed changes to Car Parking Charges.

To consider the use of Community Notice Boards

Pembroke Primary School Governing Body – Concerns at dog fouling High Beech Lane/Mathern Road

Proposed removal of recycling bins at Severn Bridge Social Club.



	211.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The meeting confirmed that the Annual Meeting of Council would take place on Wednesday, 11th May 2011 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow and, that the next ordinary meeting of the Town Council would take place on Wednesday, 25th May 2011 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.




CLOSE:- This completed the business of meeting at 9.00pm
Signed………………………………………                            Date…………………

CHAIRMAN
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