Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 26th May 2010 at 7.00 pm

Present:

Chairman:
Cllr M Lewis (Town Mayor)
Councillors:
H Ashby, Ms H Beach, M Brady, D Dovey, 
Mrs S Dovey, N Heywood, H Hodges, A Redhead,
Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter, A Watts.
Apologies:  

Cllr Y Havard, Cllr T Kirton, Cllr P Hobson




S Bushell (Town Clerk)
In Attendance:
Mrs P Lewis (Administrative Officer)
Mrs J Mee (Administrative Officer)
	16.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Mrs S Dovey declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item. 24. Sheltered Housing and left the room for the discussion of this item.


	17.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-

Saturday 22nd May 2010 – Chepstow Male Voice Choir Concert
Sunday 23rd May 2010 – Greater Gwent Youth Brass Band Concert


	18.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the Annual Meeting of Council held on 12th May 2010 were confirmed as and signed as a true record.



	19.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 13. Urgent Staffing Matter.  The Chairman advised that two applications had been received for the Caretaker position.



	20.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 28th April and the draft minutes of the meeting held on 12th May 2010. 
RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 28th April and draft minutes of the 12th May 2010.


	
	(b)
	Financial Policy and Audit Committee

Minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting held on 12th May 2010. 
RESOLVED:
To receive the minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting held on 12th May 2010. 


	21.


	PUBLIC SERVICES OMBUDSMAN FOR WALES – GUIDANCE ON THE CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS.

Members noted the comprehensive guidance on the Code of Conduct for members of local authorities in Wales issued by the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales which had been circulated with the agenda.


	22.
	WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT – EXTRACTION OF MINERALS BY MARINE DREDGING – NORTH MIDDLE GROUND AREAS 455 AND 459, SEVERN ESTUARY.

Members noted that Severn Sands Ltd has applied for permission to extract 150,000 tonnes of marine minerals per annum for a period of 5 years from North Middle Ground Areas 455 and 459, sandbanks located in the lower Severn Estuary between the Channels of Newport Deep and Bristol Deep.

RESOLVED:
To request a copy of detailed information in respect of the application to extract 150,000 tonnes of marine minerals per annum for a period of 5 years from North Middle Ground Areas 455 and 459, sandbanks located in the lower Severn Estuary between the Channels of Newport Deep and Bristol Deep in order that the Council might be better informed to comment on any future application.



	23.
	LOW FLYING MILITARY AIRCRAFT

Members noted concerns raised with regard to Military Aircraft flying low over areas west of the A466 over the Bayfield area and Pwyllmeyric.  The meeting was advised that the area to the east of the A466 was currently within an exclusion zone whilst the area to the west of the A466 was not.  The meeting was also advised that current exclusion zones were based on information extracted from the 2001 census and that exclusion zones would be reviewed following the 2011 census.

RESOLVED:

To write to the Ministry of Defence expressing concern at incidents of low flying 

Military Aircraft over the Bayfield and Pwyllmeyric areas and requesting that these areas be considered as exclusion areas following the next review.



	Cllr S Dovey left the meeting


	24.
	SHELTERED HOUSING

Members considered concerns raised in respect of proposed changes to the warden services provided for Sheltered Housing.  
RESOLVED:
The Clerk to obtain further information in respect of the changes proposed by Monmouthshire County Council to the warden services provided for Sheltered Housing.  



	Cllr S Dovey returned to the meeting


	25.
	CONDITION OF CARRIAGEWAYS

Condition of local carriageways. 

RESOLVED:
In view of the absence of the Member wishing to speak on this matter to defer consideration of the item to the next meeting.


	26.
	TOWN AND POLICE CLAUSES ACT 1847 – (CREATIVE CULTIVATORS MARKET) TEMPORARY STREET CLOSURE: HIGH STREET – CHEPSTOW

Members noted that the planned temporary closures of Chepstow High Street to facilitate “Creative Cultivators Markets” and other events on the last Saturday of the months from 29th May 2010 to 27th November 2010 would now be subject to individual road closure notices.


	27.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 28th April 2010 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed in respect of the monthly accounts for April 2010.  
Total Payments    £8,463.24

Total Receipts      £3,303.26


	
	(c)
	Premise use by Tydfil Training Consortium Ltd
Members considered the Clerk’ report in respect of regular room hire within the Gatehouse by Tydfil Training Consortium Ltd and an appropriate “hire fee”.  
RESOLVED:
To defer consideration of this item until the next meeting in order that further information with regard to the role and nature of service provided by Tydfil Training Consortium Ltd could be provided to Members.



	28.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES


	
	(a)


	Governing Body of The Dell Primary School

The meeting received the minutes of the ordinary meeting of The Dell Primary School held on 2nd March 2010.


	
	(b)
	Oldbury on Severn Power Station Stakeholder Group

Members noted the minutes of the meeting of the Oldbury on Severn Power Station Stakeholder Group held on Wednesday 21st April 2010, which were tabled at meeting.



	
	(c)
	Monmouthshire County Council, Directorate of Lifelong Learning and Leisure – Admission Forum

Members noted the minutes of the meeting of the Directorate of Lifelong Learning and Leisure – Admission Forum held on 14th April 2010, which were tabled at meeting.



	29.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION


	
	(a)
	Welsh Assembly Government

Members noted correspondence received from Carl Sargent, Minister for Social Justice and Local Government in respect of guidance on relationship building and charters for unitary authorities and community and town councils.


	
	(b)
	Môr Hafren Area Committee

Members noted the minutes of the Môr Hafren Area Committee Marketing Committee meeting held on 8th April 2010.  


	Cllr H Ashby left the meeting



	30.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.
Members requested that correspondence received in respect of the Chepstow (Gloucester) to Bristol direct train service be included for information on the next agenda.



	31.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.
The meeting was advised that the dog litter bin at Strongbow Road has been removed, following persistent incidents of anti social behaviour and vandalism.


	32.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
Chepstow Bus Station Toilet – Progress Update
Railfuture – Chepstow (Gloucester) to Bristol direct through service

Tydfil Training Consortium Ltd – Room Hire


	33.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 
23rd  June 2010 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.
CLOSE:- This completed the business of meeting at 8.05pm
Signed…………………………CHAIRMAN            Date…………………
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