CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in The Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow 

on Wednesday 26th January 2011 at 7.00pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr Ms M Lewis 

Councillors:
H Ashby, M Brady, D Dovey, Mrs S Dovey, 

Mrs Y Havard, N Heywood, H Hodges, T Kirton, 

A Redhead, Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter, A Watts
Apologies:  

Cllr Ms H Beach 
In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk),

   


Mrs L Allen (Administrative Officer)

Mr Meyrick, proprietor of the Coach and Horses Public House, addressed the meeting expressing concern with regard to the proposed date for the Granting of The Freedom of the Town to the Rifles Regiment.  Mr Meyrick stated that the Chepstow Racecourse was due to host the Grand National Race Day on Saturday, 9th April 2011 and that this would involve major traffic diversion and have policing implications.
Mr Marcus Perrin and Mr Phil Powell, of Transition Chepstow, provided an update of the recent work and future plans of Transition Chepstow and briefly outlined the “Village Hall Scheme” and use of photovoltaic panels.

The meeting received a presentation from Tracey Harry, Monmouthshire County Council’s Head of Improvement regarding the proposal to transfer the CCTV service to the new Shared Resource Centre, Victoria House, Blaenavon and becoming part of a wider collaborative arrangement including Torfaen County Borough Council.

	133.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.



	134.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-

Friday 26th November – Bulwark Christmas Lights Switch On

Saturday 27th November – Town Centre Christmas lights Switch On, together with fellow Councillors.

Thursday 2nd December – St David’s Foundation Light up a Life Service.

Friday 3rd December – Launch of Chepstow Street pastors Scheme, together with fellow Councillors.

Sunday 5th December – Gwent Music Support Celebration

Monday 6th December – Guides and Rangers presentation evening

Tuesday 7th December – Shop window Competition judging

Tuesday 14th December – Rotary Club of Chepstow & District Christmas Party

Friday 17th December - Shop window Competition presentation
Sunday 19th December – Evening of Christmas Music, Bulwark Community Centre

Monday 3rd January – Gwent Music Support Team Brass Band Concert

Saturday 15th January – Chepstow Male Voice Choir Christmas Concert.

The Deputy Town Mayor had attended the following events:-

Monday 6th December – South Monmouthshire Music Centre Christmas Concert

Sunday 19th December – A Festival of Carols at Usk Baptist Curch.



	135.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 24th November 2010 and the minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 12th January 2011 were confirmed as correct and signed as a true record.


	136.
	MATTERS ARISING

(a) Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 24th November 2010.
      Item 123 Matters For information (f) High Beech Roundabout.  In response 
      to a Member’s enquiry the Clerk confirmed that issue of traffic congestion at the 
      High Beech Roundabout had been raised at the last meeting of the Lower Wye 
      Committee.  The issue had also been raised during discussions of the 
      technical/background studies for the Fairfield Mabey strategic site which had 

      taken place with Monmouthshire County Council Planning Officers and potential 

      developers earlier this evening, at a meeting of the Planning and Administration 
      Committee.

(b) Extra Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 12th January 2011.
      Cllr T Kirton requested that it be recorded that he had not received notice of the 

      Extra Ordinary meeting until 16th January 2011.  The Clerk confirmed that all 

      notices of the meeting had been posted together on 6th January 2011 and were 

      recorded in the Council’s postage system.  

      Cllr Watts questioned the notice given in respect of the Extra Ordinary meeting. 

      The Clerk advised that the correct statutory notice had been given and that 

      owing to the Christmas recess it had not been possible to give additional 

      notice.


	The Chairman requested that Standing Orders be temporarily suspended to enable a representative of the Youth Council to address the meeting

RESOLVED:

To temporarily suspend Standing Orders to enable a representative of the Youth Council to address the meeting.

Miss Abbey Cahill-Kearns, Chepstow Youth Councillor, advised the meeting that Chepstow Youth Council would be holding a “Battle of the Bands” at Chepstow Rugby Club on 29th January 2011.  It was hoped that the event would help to build a closer working relationship between Chepstow Comprehensive School and Wyedean Comprehensive School.

Standing Orders were reinstated.



	137.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 24th November 2010 and draft minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2011.
RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 24th November 2010 and draft minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2011.


	138.
	CCTV Provision in Monmouthshire

The meeting considered the Monmouthshire County Council report which had been circulated with the agenda and the presentation made to the meeting in which the proposal to transfer the CCTV service to the new Shared Resource Centre, Victoria House, Blaenavon and the wider collaborative arrangement including Torfaen County Borough Council, had been outlined. 
Members noted the invitation to visit the new facility and Cllrs M Brady, Mrs S Dovey, Mrs Y Havard and A Redhead expressed an interest in undertaking a visit, prior to commenting on the proposal.  
The meeting also felt that it would be beneficial for the issue to be debated jointly with the other Town Council’s participating in the CCTV partnership.
RESOLVED:

To request that prior to the Town Council making a formal response to the proposal:
(a) that the proposal to transfer the CCTV service to the new Shared Resource 
     Centre, Victoria House, Blaenavon and the wider collaborative arrangement 
     including Torfaen County Borough Council be discussed at the next meeting of 

     the CCTV user group; and;

(b) that arrangements be made for Cllrs M Brady, Mrs S Dovey, Mrs Y Havard and 

      A Redhead to visit the new facility.



	Prior to consideration of the next item of business the Clerk drew the meeting’s attention to emailed correspondence from a Member who wished the item to be deferred until funding 

for the proposal had been considered by the Financial Policy and Resources Committee.



	139. 
	OPTIONS FOR CEREMONIAL GRANTING AND EXERCISING OF FREEDOM OF THE TOWN
The Town Mayor introduced options for the ceremonial Granting and Exercising of Freedom of the Town.  Two major celebrations were proposed, the first a Granting Ceremony and Parade on Saturday 9th April 2011, before the 1st Rifles were deployed to Afghanistan and the second, an Exercising Parade on Thursday, 17th November 2011 on their return.
Members were concerned to note that Chepstow Racecourse was to host the Welsh Grand National on Saturday, 9th April 2011.  It was noted that this would be a major event and would involve very substantial traffic diversion.  It was also likely to have significant Policing implications.  Under the circumstances, there would not be an opportunity to hold a major Parade within the town on 9th April.
Several Members expressed concern at the funding implications of two major events.  
The Deputy Chair of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee identified potential savings on several budget heads in the current financial year which would more than cover any anticipated expenditure.  This underspend would be rolled forward and added to reserves in the new financial year.
RESOLVED:

To defer the Granting Ceremony and Exercising of the Freedom until the Regiments homecoming and to host one major event on 17th November 2011.



	At the request of Cllr H Ashby, the Chairman agreed to change the order of business and discuss Item 145(c). Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee, next.



	145.
	PLANNING FOR POTENTIAL FORTHCOMING EVENTS

	
	(c)
	Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee

The meeting noted the request of a Member that the Town Council consider its role in the commemoration of Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee in 2012.

RESOLVED:

To establish a Working Party to prepare costed options for the commemoration of Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee in 2012 for further consideration by the Town Council.



	Cllr H Ashby left the meeting.



	140.


	REPRESENTATION AT LOWER WYE AREA COMMITTEE

The meeting considered the invitation to nominate a representative to the Lower Wye Area Committee.

RESOLVED:

Cllr A Redhead be nominated the Town Council’s representative to the Lower Wye area Committee and Cllr M Brady to deputise.


	141.
	REPRESENTATION ON BULWARK SENIOR CITIZENS COMMITTEE

The meeting considered the invitation to nominate a representative to the Bulwark Senior Citizens Committee.

RESOLVED:

To nominate Cllr Mrs Y Havard as the Town Council’s representative to the Bulwark Senior Citizens Committee.



	142.
	GWENT LEVELS FLOOD DEFENCE COASTAL GROUP (GLFDA)

Members noted the proposal to establish the Gwent Levels Flood Defence Costal Group as a Limited Company, and considered the proposed articles and memorandum which had been circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED:

To agree the proposed articles and memorandum for the Gwent Levels Flood Defence Costal Group and to authorise the Council’s representative, Cllr Hodges to sign the members form.


	143.
	PUBLIC CONVENIENCE SERVICE UPDATE

The meeting considered the Clerk’s report, circulated with the agenda, which outlined progress to date in respect of proposed new operational arrangements for the of Riverside, Bank Street and Chepstow Castle WCs.

RESOLVED:

To authorise the Clerk, subject to consultation with the Member Working Party comprising the Town Mayor, Chair of Financial Policy and Audit and Cllr N Heywood to 

(a)  complete the transfer of ownership of Riverside WC from Monmouthshire County Council to Chepstow Town Council;

(b)  enter into an agreement with Monmouthshire County Council in respect 
       of the operation of Bank Street and Chepstow Castle WCs.

(c)  progress all necessary arrangements, including risk assessment, training, 
      recruitment and employment matters, to enable the Town Council to provide a 
      comprehensive public convenience service to commence at the three facilities 
      with effect from 1st April 2011. 


	144.
	TOWN AWARDS

The meeting noted the press release, circulated with the agenda, seeking nominations for the current years Town Awards.  Members undertook to make nominations by 18th February 2011.


	145.
	PLANNING FOR POTENTIAL FORTHCOMING EVENTS

	
	(a)
	Royal Wedding – Friday 29th April 2011.

Members considered the role of the Town Council in arrangements to commemorate the Royal Wedding on Friday 29th April 2011.
The meeting was advised that traditionally the Town Council had not hosted an event to commemorate Royal events.  However, it was suggested that it might be appropriate to hold a concert on the Bandstand, utilising a small element of the Summer Bandstand budget for the occasion.  Cllr Mrs J Robbins and Cllr M Brady indicated that they would be happy to oversee and supervise the event.
RESOLVED:

To hold a concert on the Bandstand on Friday 29th April 2011.


	
	(b)
	The Royal British Legion – Great Poppy Party Weekend

Members noted that the “Great Poppy Party Weekend,” which will commemorate the 90th anniversary of the Royal British Legion, will take place over the weekend 10th - 12th June 2011 and, considered how the Town Council might participate in the event. 
The meeting was advised that 12th June 2011 fell during the usual Music on the Bandstand period and thus it would be possible to select a performance appropriate to mark the event.  

Members were also advised that there was to be a performance in the Castle, utilising the new canopy for part of the weekend and that there might therefore be further scope for another event to mark the occasion.
RESOLVED:

The Clerk and Cllr Heywood to consult with the Royal British Legion Chepstow to determine how to progress events for the Great Poppy Party Weekend” 10th - 12th June 2011 and to report further to Council.


	146.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 30th November 2010 and 31st December 2010 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed for the monthly accounts for November and December 2010. 
                                    November 2010                   December 2010

Total Payments              £21,496.57                             £ 11,116.80
Total Receipts                £  1,806.34                            £106,063.83 


	
	(c)
	Precept

The meeting noted that the Town Council had now received notification of the 2011/2012 Council Tax Base for Chepstow, which at £5,272.03 was an increase of £27.29 on the previous year.  The Town Council’s precept per band D property in 2011/2012 would therefore be £58.68. 
Members noted the draft press release prepared by the Clerk and circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED:

To agree the draft press release prepared by the Clerk and circulated with the agenda.



	
	(d)
	Society of Local Council Clerk’s Membership

The meeting considered renewal of the Clerk’s annual membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks at a cost of £168.  
RESOLVED:

To renew the Clerk’s annual membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks at a cost of £168.  (Local Government Act 1972 s143)


	
	(e)
	Severn Estuary Partnership Membership

The meeting considered renewal of the Council’s annual membership of the Severn Estuary Partnership at a cost of £50.  
RESOLVED:

To renew the Council’s annual membership of the Severn Estuary Partnership at a cost of £50.  (Local Government Act 1972 s143)


	
	(f)
	Monmouthshire Youth Service – Funding Request

The request from Monmouthshire Youth Service for a financial contribution towards a day of Bowling and Cinema to be arranged for young people on Chepstow Schools Inset Day on Friday 18th February 2011 was withdrawn.



	147.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
The meeting note the following items reported for information:-



	
	(a)
	Lower Wye Area Committee

The minutes of the Lower Wye Area Committee meeting held on 10th November 2010. 


	
	(b)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

The minutes of the Chepstow Marketing Committee meetings held on 7th December 2010 and 11th January 2011.  



	
	(c)
	One Voice Wales – The Voice: December 2010

Copies of the One Voice Wales publication, “The Voice “made available at the meeting.



	
	(d)
	Welsh Assembly Government – A48 Trunk Road, (Chepstow, Monmouthshire) (50mph Speed Limit) Order 201-

The Welsh Assembly Government’s 50mph speed limit in respect of the A48 trunk Road.   



	
	(e)
	Recruitment of Volunteer mentors to deliver presentations to older people’s groups on their protection from crime. 

The correspondence received outlining the opportunity for volunteer mentors to deliver presentations to older people’s groups on their protection from crime. 


	148.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES



	
	(a)
	The Governing Body of The Dell Primary School

The meeting received the minutes of the meeting of the Governing Body of The Dell Primary School held on 23rd November 2010. 


	
	(b)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Directorate of Lifelong Learning and Leisure: Admission Forum
The meeting noted the minutes of the meeting of the Admission Forum held on 23rd September 2010, which were tabled at the meeting by the Town Council’s representative.



	
	(c)
	One Voice Wales  - Larger Local Councils Forum
The meeting noted the report of the meeting of the One Voice Wales - Larger Local Councils Forum held on 19th January 2011, which was tabled at the meeting by the Town Council’s representative.



	
	(d)
	Oldbury on Severn Power Station Site Stakeholder Group
The meeting noted the report of the meeting of the Oldbury on Severn Power Station Site Stakeholder Group held on 19th January 2011, which was tabled at the meeting by the Town Council’s representative.



	149.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.
With the consent of the Chairman the Clerk reported the following late items of correspondence for Members information:-



	
	(a)
	Chepstow Marketing Group

Invitation to attend the launch of the new Chepstow Town Crier website at the Tourist Information Centre on Thursday 27th January from 6.00-8.00pm.


	
	(b)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (B4293 Welsh Street, Chepstow) – Temporary Road Closure

Proposed temporary closure of the B4293 Welsh Street, Chepstow from 19th February 2011 for a period of four weeks between 9.00am and 15.30pm, to facilitate carriageway resurfacing works.
Members expressed extreme concern at the proposed closure and the potential impact on traffic flow within the town.  The Clerk undertook to respond to Monmouthshire County Council expressing the concerns raised by Members.



	
	(c)
	Wye Valley AONB – Conference
Invitation to send two delegates to the Wye Valley ANOB Conference on Thursday 24th February 2011 from 9.30am to 4.00pm at the Chase Hotel, Ross-on-Wye.

I was suggested that Cllrs H Ashby and Mrs J Robbins might attend the conference, if available.



	
	(d)
	1st Battalion The Rifles – Invitation
Invitation from Lieutenant Colonel J  A D de Labillière, Commanding Officer to visit the 1st Rifles last exercise before their deployment, on Thursday 24th March 2011 at 10.30am at Caerwent Training Area.
Members undertook to notify the Clerk of their availability to attend the event.



	150.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.

It was reported that there had been a number of lead thefts within the town.
Members were advised that theft of domestic heating and fuel oil was increasing, particularly in isolated and rural areas.
The meeting noted that there was to be a drop in exhibition on “Improving travel on and around the M4 between Magor and Castleton” at Ebenezer Baptist Church, Magor on 27th February 2011.
The Clerk advised that following consultation with the Chair of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee, it had been proposed that the next meeting be bought forward to Wednesday 2nd February 2011.
 

	151.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Consultation on proposed changes to Car Parking Charges.

Diamond Jubilee Working Party


	152.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday, 23rd February 2011 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.




CLOSE:  This completed the business of the meeting at 9.00pm.

Signed  …………………………..



Date  …………………
CHAIRMAN
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