Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in The Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 25th November 2009 at 7.00 pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr H Ashby 

Councillors:
M Brady, D Dovey, Mrs S Dovey, N Heywood,
P Hobson, H Hodges, Ms M Lewis, Mrs J Robbins, 
P Rutter, S Sullivan, A Watts
Apologies:  

Cllr Ms H Beach, Mrs Y Havard, 

In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell (Town Clerk) 

Mrs L Allen, Mrs J Mee, Mrs P Lewis (Administrative Officers)
Prior to the commencement of the business of the meeting Members received representation from representatives of Transition Chepstow.  Transition Chepstow had achieved second place in the British Gas “Green Streets” Competition.  The group was now working with Monmouthshire County Council to submit a bid under the Low Carbon Communities Challenge.  The representatives indicated that they also wished to work with the Town Council in formulating the bid which needed to be finalised by mid December.  The Town Mayor asked the representatives of Transition Chepstow to contact the Town Clerk directly.

Members also received representation from a local resident who again raised concern at incidents of feline fouling on residential gardens.  The resident also commented on the high number of street lights out within the area, including the lights in the walk way under the Arch.  The resident expressed concern that Monmouthshire County Council had withdrawn its street lighting scout service.
The meeting received a short presentation from Mr Andrew Mason, the newly appointed Monmouthshire County Council CCTV Officer.  Mr Mason reminded Members of the agreed three year CCTV Strategy and explained that he was currently taking forward the jointly funded project for CCTV in Welsh Street Car Park and for local monitoring.  Members were reminded of the original six CCTV locations within Chepstow: Bulwark shops; Moor Street at Merrick’s Chemist shop; top of Thomas Street; outside the Gatehouse in High Street; Nelson Street Car Park; and lower Bridge Street.  Over time the pattern of crime and disorderly conduct had changed and as a consequence demand for CCTV coverage had changed and currently the CCTV cameras in Thomas Street and Bridge Street were being used to transmit images from two new cameras sited in Welsh Street and Beaufort Square.  The CCTV Officer explained that the Police were seeking a further change in camera location before Christmas, the relocation of CCTV from Moor Street at Merrick’s Chemist shop to lower Moor Street ie within the vicinity of Hookways Butcher shop.
The CCTV Officer concluded his presentation by explaining that he was now receiving monthly returns from the CCTV Monitoring Centre and was currently satisfied with the reports.
	133.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.


	134.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-
Sunday, 1st November 2009 – Apple Day together with fellow Councillors.

Thursday, 5th November 2009 – Chepstow Round Table Fireworks Display together with the Deputy Mayoress.

Sunday, 8th November 2009 – Remembrance Day Parade together with fellow Councillors.

Wednesday, 11th November 2009 – Remembrance Day Service together with fellow Councillors.

Thursday, 12th November 2009 – Cormeilles Twinning Association AGM

Friday, 13th November 2009 – Visit to Mayor of Caerphilly Borough Council.
Wednesday, 18th November 2009 – Chepstow Showcase together with Deputy Mayoress.

In addition Cllr Lewis had attended the Women’s Aid AGM in Abergavenny on Tuesday, 3rd November 2009.



	135.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 28th October 2009 were confirmed and signed as correct subject to the following amendments:-

Attendance:

Cllr P Hobson had been in attendance at the meeting of Council on 28th October 2009.

Mayoral Announcements:
Delete “Monday 26th October 2009 – St David Attenborough at Chepstow Book Shop” and insert “Monday 26th October 2009 – Sir David Attenborough at Chepstow Book Shop



	136.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 122. Low Carbon Communities Challenge.  The Clerk advised that this item had not been included on the agenda for the current meeting, as the deadline for expressions of interest in the Low Carbon Communities Challenge had passed.

Item 128.  Severn Estuary Partnership.  Cllr Hodges advised that he had been unable to attend the “Estuary Groups and Joint Advisory Committee Day” on 10th November 2009.



	137.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 28th October and draft minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2009. 
RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 28th October and draft minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2009. 


	
	(b)
	Financial Policy and Audit Committee

Minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee held on 21st October 2009 and draft minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 12th November 2009. 
The Clerk drew Members attention to Min 29. Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau Lease and in particular to the changes to the lease recommended by the local chartered surveyors, and the recommendation of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee to increase the annual grant payable to the Citizens Advice Bureau from £11,750 to £20,950 in order to offset the higher lease rental cost.

Min 34. 2009/2010 Draft Budget Recommendations.  The Clerk highlighted the latest guidance in respect of payment of a Mayoral Allowance which recommended that there should be evidence of expenditure incurred before reimbursement was made and that the allowance should be administered by the Clerk/RFO to ensure (a) transparency and accountability and (b) to recover VAT by passing payments/reimbursements through the Council’s accounts.  

RESOLVED:
To receive the minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee held on 21st October 2009 and draft minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 12th November 2009.

 

	138.
	MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – REVIEW OF PRINCIPAL LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREAS.

The meeting considered the invitation to attend a presentation on the review of electoral arrangements for principal areas in Wales at 6.00pm on Monday, 30th November 2009 at County Hall, Cwmbran.  Copies of the presentation that would be given at the meeting were circulated for Members information.
RESOLVED:
Cllr Ms M Lewis to attend the presentation on the review of electoral arrangements for principal areas in Wales at 6.00pm on Monday, 30th November 2009 at County Hall, Cwmbran.



	139.
	“ARE WE BEING SERVED” – COUNCILLOR’S COMMISSION EXPERT PANEL FOR WALES

Members considered correspondence received from One Voice Wales outlining the 35 recommendations of the Councillor’s Commission Expert Panel for Wales.

RESOLVED:

To respond to the recommendations set out in the consultative document “Are We Being Served” making the following observations:-

Recommendation 6 

Political parties should: 

(a) make better use of the Candidates' Guide developed by the WLGA amongst candidates and potential candidates 

(b) consider developing or, where they already exist, standardising their own role descriptions to match with the WLGA role specifications to inform the candidate selection process (although the part of the councillor role related to representing their political party would remain the responsibility of each party) 

Chepstow Town Council agrees that greater use should be made of existing guidance for candidates and potential candidates.

Recommendation 7 

The National Assembly, Welsh Assembly Government, the WLGA and One Voice Wales should lead a Governance Wales Campaign which would seek to clarify and explain to the public the responsibilities of the different tiers of government in Wales and what different types of representatives do. 

Chepstow Town Council strongly supports the proposal for a Governance Wales Campaign which would seek to clarify and explain to the public the responsibilities of the different tiers of government in Wales and what different types of representatives do.  The Town Council considers measures to improve public awareness of the roles and responsibilities of the tiers of Government to be extremely important and notes that the current lack of understanding can inhibit access to services and appropriate representation and cause confusion and frustration.
Recommendation 12 

The Independent Remuneration Panel should consider making a communication allowance available to councillors which could be used to fund communication with their electorate. This expenditure should be accounted for in an annual report and any communication would need to adhere to the Code of Practice on Local Authority Publicity. 

Chepstow Town Council is strongly opposed to the proposal for a communication allowance for councillors to fund communication with their electorate.  The Council feels that communication would invariably be primarily for political purposes and, as such, a publicly funded communication allowance would be totally inappropriate.

Recommendation 14 

Local authorities should provide training and ongoing support in dealing with the press and broadcasters for all their elected members. Wherever possible, such training should be opened up to community and town councillors. 

The Town Council supports the proposal that training in communicating with the media should be provided and where possible extended to community and town councillors.

Recommendation 16 

The UK Government should consider including a provision in the forthcoming Equality Bill which will allow political parties to use special measure for the selection of black and minority ethnic candidates. Political parties should be encouraged to use special measures for women which are already permissible in their selection processes in order to ensure that a balanced list of candidates are standing for election. 

Whilst the Town Council supports the spirit of the proposal to allow the use of special measures for the selection of black and minority ethnic candidates, it notes that at the community and town council tier of government there can be considerable difficulty in identifying sufficient candidates to stand for election.

Recommendation 30 

All local authorities should ensure that training and development opportunities are available to their elected members and ensure that consideration is given to ways in which these programmes can be delivered in a way which minimises the time commitment required for members. The development of training packages should be done in association with community and town Councils, whose councillors could also benefit from training and development opportunities. 

and,

Recommendation 31 

The WLGA should consider the development of accredited training which could be taken up by councillors on a voluntary basis. 

Chepstow Town Council strongly supports these proposals for councillor training and notes that the development of accredited training could produce distinct benefits by establishing benchmark standards to which councillors might aspire.



	140.
	GOVERNING BODY OF YSGOL Y FFIN

The meeting considered the invitation to nominate a representative to the Governing Body of Ysgol Y Ffin.

RESOLVED:

To make no nomination to the Governing Body of Ysgol Y Ffin at this time.


	141.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 31st October 2009 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed of the monthly accounts for October 2009.
                               October 2009

Total Receipts          £ 3,427.09

Total Payments        £22,524.07


	
	(c)
	2010/2011 Budget

The meeting considered the 2010/2011 Draft Budget recommended by the Financial Policy and Audit Committee on 12th November 2009. 
The meeting discussed the recommendation of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee to delete Budget Item 1564 - Bands at Bulwark on the grounds that there had been no progress in respect of the project over a number of years.

	Cllr Mrs S Dovey left the meeting


	
	
	RESOLVED:

To accept the recommendations of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee of 12th November 2009 in respect of the 2010/2011 Draft Budget:-

(a) To agree the revenue budget for 2010/2011 totaling £309,350 (a copy of 

     which is appended to the minutes):

(b) To contribute £15,000 over two years to the Wye Valley AONB Project, the 
      funding to be taken from general reserves.

(c) The revenue budget of £309,350 to be funded from the precept.


	
	(d)
	AA Contribution

The meeting noted that following their return to the Gatehouse, the local branch of Alcoholics Anonymous had grown in number and that as a gesture of appreciation the group has collected £100 which they wished to donate to the Council, to use as it considered most appropriate.
RESOLVED:

To thank the Thursday AA Meeting for their kind donation of £100 and to put the donation towards the cost of supplying and decorating Santa’s Grotto at the Town’s Christmas Switch On Event.


	
	(e)
	Community Grant Applications

Members considered the Clerks report detailing two further grant funding requests received.
RESOLVED:

To make the following Community Grants:-

£920 .00 to Two Rivers Folk Festival in respect of the Mari Lywd/Wassail event.  (Local Government Act 1972 s145)
£80.00 purchase of 8 tickets for Poetry On The Border Event taking place on 8th December 2009 for use by pupils at Chepstow Comprehensive School.
(Local Government Act 1972 s145)


	
	(f)
	Abergavenny Eisteddfod Y Feni

The meeting considered the request received for a financial contribution towards the cost of the Abergavenny Annual Eisteddfod to take place on Saturday, 19th June 2009. 
RESOLVED:

To make no financial contribution towards the Abergavenny Annual Eisteddfod.


	142.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES



	
	(a) 
	The Council’s representative on the Governing Body of Thornwell Primary School reported that the School had been successful in appointing a crossing attendant.  The primary school had also identified sufficient funds to enable the demountable building to be repaired.


	
	(b)
	The Council’s representative on the Oldbury and Berkley Nuclear Power Liaison Committee reported attendance at a joint meeting of the power stations at which a number of technical issues had been discussed including storage facilities.


	143.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

The meeting noted the following items were reported for information:-


	
	(a)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee 

The minutes of Chepstow Marketing Committee meeting held on 6th October 2009. 



	
	(b)


	E.ON UK Newsletter Issue 2

E.On UK’s Newsletter Issue 2 which provided an update on plans for new nuclear power generation at Oldbury-on-Severn.  The Clerk also made available copies of Horizon Nuclear Power’s “Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report – Proposed Nuclear Power Station Near Oldbury-On-Severn, South Gloucestershire” dated November 2009, to the meeting.


	
	(c)
	Monmouthshire County Council – request for copy Electoral Role 2010

Application forms for Councillors to complete in order to obtain an updated copy of the electoral role for their ward were circulated with the agenda.  



	144.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.
With the consent of the Chairman the Clerk reported the following items of correspondence, received too late to be included on the agenda, for Members information:-
(i)   Welsh Assembly Government – Consultative meetings to review the Welsh 

       Language Strategy, the nearest of which would take place on 12th January 2010 

       at the SWALEC Stadium, Cardiff.

(ii)  Monmouthshire County Council – Opportunity to make nominations for the 

       County Council’s Intergenerational awards 2010 for which the deadline was 22nd 

       January 2010.

(iii) Bulwark Community Centre – Invitation to Christmas Event on Sunday, 6th 

       December 2009.


	145.


	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.

Members expressed extreme concern at Monmouthshire County Council’s decision to delete the “Area Manager” posts.  The meeting noted that the Lower Wye Area Manager had played a very substantial role within the town and had worked closely with the Chamber of Commerce and the Town Council to secure significant benefit to local residents.  It was felt that the loss of the post would have a detrimental impact in the town.


	146.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Proposed development in Lower Chepstow


	147.
	CHRISTMAS RECESS

The meeting considered delegating authority to the Clerk in consultation with the Town Mayor or Deputy Town Mayor, to deal with urgent business arising over the Christmas recess.
RESOLVED:

To delegate authority to the Clerk in consultation with the Town Mayor or Deputy Town Mayor, to deal with urgent business arising over the Christmas recess.


	148.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 27th January 2010 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.




CLOSE:-  This completed the business of the meeting at 8.30pm

Signed  ………………………. CHAIRMAN               Date  …………………..
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