CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in The Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow 

on Wednesday 25th May 2011 at 7.00pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr H Hodges (Town Mayor) 

Councillors:
H Ashby, Ms H Beach, M Brady, D Dovey, 
Mrs S Dovey, Mrs Y Havard, P Hobson, M Lewis,

A Redhead, Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter, A Watts
Apologies:  

Cllr N Heywood, Cllr T Kirton
In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk),

   


Mrs L Allen (Administrative Officer)

Prior to the commencement of the business of the meeting, Members were addressed by PC Louise Thorpe who explained the background of the local schools sports day organised by Chepstow Neighbourhood Policing Team and her funding application to the Town Council in respect of the 2011 sports day.
	16.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.


	17.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-
Thursday 12th May 2011 – Bevil Mabey Structural Steelworks Opening Ceremony, together with fellow Councillors.

Monday 16th May 2011 – Installation Meeting Abergavenny Town Council

The Deputy Town Mayor had attended:-

Sunday 22nd May 2011 – Monmouthshire County Council Civic Service



	18.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the Annual Meeting of Council held on 11th May 2011 were confirmed and signed as a true record.


	19.
	MATTERS ARISING

None.


	20.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 27th April 2011 and 11th May 2011
RSOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 27th April 2011 and 11th May 2011. 

	21.
	MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD FROM MEETING ON 27TH APRIL 2011


	
	(a)
	Allotment Spaces

(i) Future potential for additional allotment spaces in Chepstow.  
     The meeting was advised that following the signing of the “Charter 

     Agreement” Monmouthshire County Council was now seeking to work in 

     partnership with community and town councils to deliver local services.  It

     was therefore suggested that the Town Council enter into negotiations with 
     Monmouthshire County Council for the transfer of the allotment service 

     within Chepstow.  It was further suggested that the allotment service could be

     run at “arms length” with very little impact on the workload or finances of the

     Town Council.
     Members expressed the view that County Council funding should follow the

     transfer of the service.  It was noted that the current boundary fence to the 

     allotments required repair and it was felt that this and any other major works 

     should be undertaken prior to transfer.
     Members also identified that there was a need for additional allotments and 

     that current allocation criteria and allotment rents needed to be clarified.

    RESOLVED:

    To agree in principle that the Town Council enter into negotiations with 

    Monmouthshire County Council to take over the allotment service within 

    Chepstow.  The Clerk to proceed in consultation with the Town Mayor, Chair 

    of Financial Policy and Audit Committee and Chair of Town Amenities 

    Committee.
     

	
	
	(ii)  Request received from Chepstow Hospital (Mental Health 

       Department) for an area of land or allotment which the hospital might 
       adopt and maintain. 
      RESOLVED:

      To consider the request received from Chepstow Hospital (Mental Health 

       Department) for an area of land or allotment which the hospital might 

       adopt and maintain once negotiations with Monmouthshire County Council 

       for the transfer of the allotment service within Chepstow had been 

       progressed. 



	
	(b)
	Social Housing Rents

The meeting was advised that the Welsh Assembly Government calculated social housing rents on the basis of a prescribed formula which took account of inflation.  It was noted that as inflation rose, social housing rents would also rise.  In the current economic climate where there was pressure on benefits this could result in additional financial pressure on those in greatest financial hardship.


	
	(c)
	Concerns of Governing Body of Pembroke Primary 

The meeting considered the concerns of the Governing Body of Pembroke Primary School in respect of dog fouling on the corner of High Beech Lane and Mathern Road.

The meeting was advised that the Councillor Mrs Havard had reported to the last meeting of the Governing Body explaining that the Town Council had no funding for further dog waste bins in the current financial year and that Monmouthshire County Council was responsible for safe routes to school, the dog warden service and waste issues and thus concerns should be addressed to the County Councillor for Larkfield Ward.

	
	(d)
	Litter at Chepstow Riverbank

The Clerk reported email correspondence received from Monmouthshire County Council earlier that day.  The County Council had proposed to replace two of the smaller litter bins at the riverbank with larger, closed top bins and were seeking match funding of £500 from the Town Council.  The County Council had also offered to undertake one additional litter pick per week at a cost of £25 per week, if funding could be found by the Town Council. 

The Clerk further advised that one of the Town Council’s new employees had offered to undertake a regular once a week additional litter pick of the area, and that this would be more cost effective.

In conclusion the Clerk advised that the Town Council had a budget provision of £1,000 within the current financial year which would cover the cost of match funding the replacement bins and a weekly additional litter pick by the Town Council’s employee.

RESOLVED:
That the request for match funding of £500 for replacement litter bins and funding for an additional weekly litter pick be referred to the next meeting of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee.



	
	(e)
	High Street Litter Bins

The meeting considered the response received from Monmouthshire County Council in response to concerns raised by Members in respect of the condition of litter bins within Chepstow High Street.  It was noted that County Council proposed to undertake an inspection of the litter bins and cleaning/repair where required.
A Member expressed concern at the volume of refuse bags regularly accumulating outside “Select” in the High Street.


	
	(f)
	Use of Community Notice Boards

The meeting considered appropriate use of the community notice boards erected in St Christopher’s and St Kingsmark Wards and proposed for St Mary’s Ward  (Garden City) and, effective monitoring arrangements.  
It was suggested that full details of Council meetings, agendas and minutes might be posted only on the notice board adjacent to the Town Arch and that all other notice boards should hold a simple list of Council meeting dates and directions to the town Council web site for additional information, thereby freeing more space for general community information.  All notice boards would be used for the display of official election notices etc.  The issue of key holders and control of display material was also discussed and several Members offered to take responsibility for the notice boards within their wards.
RESOLVED:

To consider the appropriate use of the community notice boards erected in St Christopher’s and St Kingsmark Wards and proposed for St Mary’s Ward (Garden City) and, effective monitoring arrangements, at the next meeting of Council.  Members to advise the Clerk of any proposals prior to the distribution of the agenda for the next meeting.


	
	(g)
	Proposed Removal of Recycling Bins at Severn Bridge Social Club

To meeting was advised that a notice had been posted at the Severn Bridge recycling unit advising the recycling bins were to be removed.   The County Councillor for St Christophers Ward explained that she had asked for the recycling bins to be removed in order to try to resolve fly tipping issues in the area and to support local charity shops.  

The meeting was advised that local residents had expressed concern that the facility was to be closed.  

It was also noted that there had been no consultation with the Town Council in respect of the proposed closure of the recycling site.


	22.
	PRESENTATIONS TO THE TOWN COUNCIL



	
	(a)
	Monmouthshire County Council

Members noted that the next meeting of the Town Council on Wednesday 22nd June 2011 would receive a presentation from Paul Matthews, Monmouthshire County Council Chief Executive.

 

	
	(b)
	Horizon Nuclear Power

Members noted that Horizon Nuclear Power were willing to attend a meeting of the Town Council in early Autumn in order to provide an update on the proposed new nuclear plant at Oldbury and to answer Members questions.

RESOLVED:

To invite representatives from Horizon Nuclear Power to address the September or October meeting of the Town Council.


	23.
	TRANSITION CHEPSTOW



	
	(a)
	Fruit Tree Maintenance

The meeting noted that Transition Chepstow had completed the maintenance of approximately 50 fruit trees in Bulwark and Thornwell on 15th May.  The group planned a second maintenance session on 29th May which would focus on trees in the Town Centre and Riverbank.  Members were invited to contact Marcus Perrin at food@transitionchepstow.org.uk if they wished to participate.



	
	(b)
	Litter Action Group

The meeting noted that Transition Chepstow Litter Action Group had provisionally arranged two clean up events which would take place on Sunday 3rd July at Fishermans Walk woods and on Sunday 7th August at a location to be confirmed.  Further details were available from thomas.ward-jackson@keepwalestidy.org


	
	RESOLVED: 
The Clerk to write a letter of thanks to Transition Chepstow in respect of the fruit tree maintenance and litter action group initiatives.


	24.
	CHARTER LIAISON MEETING

The meeting noted that the first liaison meeting to discuss the future development of “the Charter” would take place on 28th June 2011 at 10am at the Gatehouse.  
RESOLVED:

The Town Mayor and Town Clerk to represent the Town Council at the first liaison meeting to discuss the future development of “the Charter” on 28th June 2011 at the Gatehouse.



	25.
	WALLED TOWNS FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE

Members noted correspondence received outlining the proposal for the possible establishment of a Welsh Walled Towns Network and considered a response.

Members expressed the view that membership of this new Welsh - based organisation would bring little benefit to Chepstow.

RESOLVED:  
Not to join the proposed Welsh Walled Towns Friendship Circle.


	26.
	MCC - ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT, STATION ROAD EAST, SCHOOL HILL, BEAUFORT PLACE AND RIVER VIEW

Members considered the proposed prohibition and restriction of waiting and limited waiting Monday to Saturday and residents permit parking in Station Road East, School Hill, Beaufort Place and River View Chepstow, on which comments were invited by 13th June 2011.

RESOLVED:

To submit the following response to the proposed prohibition and restriction of waiting and limited waiting in Station Road East, School Hill, Beaufort Place and River View:-

“Unless and until Monouthshire County Council clarifies the rationale of the decision and confirms the cost of residents parking permits and indicates that residents parking permits will not increase by more than the rate of inflation Chepstow Town Council objects to the proposed order.  Furthermore the Town Council is concerned that these proposals will impact on the overall parking situation within Chepstow”.


	27.
	TOWN AMENITIES COMMITTEE
Members noted the proposal to change the date of the next Town Amenities Meeting to 8th June 2011.

RESOLVED:
To agree that the next Town Amenities Committee meeting will take place at 7.00pm on Wednesday 8th June 2010 and not as reported to the Annual Meeting of Council.



	28.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Chepstow Festival
The meeting noted that Chepstow Festival had incurred a loss of £2,500 in 2010/2011 and, in line with the decision of Council on 12th May 2010 considered whether to make a further contribution of £2,000 in respect of these losses.  
RESOLVED:
To contribute a further £2,000 to Chepstow Festival in respect of losses incurred in 2010/2011.  (Local Government Act 1972 s145)  


	
	(b)
	Grant Application – Chepstow Police Annual School Sports Day
Members considered the Community Grant Application received from Heddlu Gwent Police for a contribution of £300 towards the cost of T-Shirts for the 168 local children taking part in the Chepstow Police Annual Sports day on 15th June 2011. 
RESOLVED:

To contribute £300 towards the cost of T-Shirts for the 168 local children taking part in the Chepstow Police Annual Sports day on 15th June 2011. 

Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s19)  



	29.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

(a) CCTV Working Group

      The minutes of the CCTV Working Group Meeting held on 17th May 2011 were  

      tabled for Members information.



	30.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
The following items were reported for Members information:-


	
	(a)
	Chepstow Chamber of Commerce 

The minutes of the Chepstow Chamber of Commerce meeting  held on 7th April 2011. 


	
	(b)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

The minutes of the Chepstow Marketing Committee meeting held on 12th April 2011.  



	
	(c)
	Welsh Assembly Government - Community and Town Councils Survey 2010: Findings Report

A copy of the Welsh Assembly Governments “Community and Town Councils Survey 2010: Findings Report” was available from the Clerk’s office.


	
	(d)
	Severn Estuary Partnership – Managing Flood Risk on the Severn Estuary

A copy of the Severn Estuary Partnership’s Consultation Headline Findings report “Managing Flood Risk on the Severn Estuary” was available from the Clerk’s office.



	
	(e)
	Ministry of Defence – Low Flying Aircraft

Members noted the outcome of the recent inquiry into an incidence of low flying aircraft over the Bayfield area.  It appeared that the flight plans for the Chepstow area had been updated to include the new avoidance area, but that pilots flight charts had still to be updated.


	
	(f)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Back2Business Week

Invitation to attend the Monmouthshire County Council half day programme at Caldicot Castle on 8th June 2011 during Back2Business week to mark the official launch of Monmouthshire’s Rural Development Plan for Wales. 



	31.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence set out in the schedule circulated with the agenda.


	32.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.



	
	(a)
	Members were advised of a recent consultative meeting which had considered options to improve road safety on the A466 in the vicinity of Chepstow Racecourse.  The preferred options were tabled for Members information.


	
	(b)
	The meeting was advised that an addition bus shelter had been erected at Chepstow bus station.  Bus station users had expressed concern at the site of the new bus shelter and at the height of the seat, which was unusable.

 

	
	(c)
	A Member tabled a notice which had been fly-posted around the town.


	
	(d)
	The meeting received a report of a vehicle being driven onto and parked on the grassed area at the Riverbank the previous weekend.



	
	(e)
	The meeting received a report of low flying helicopters in the area which had caused distress to local residents.


	33.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Use of Community Notice Boards
Presentation by Chief Executive Monmouthshire County Council



	34.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 22nd June 2011 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.



CLOSE:- This completed the business of meeting at 9.00pm
Signed…………………………CHAIRMAN            Date…………………
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