CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in The Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow 

on Wednesday 24th November 2010 at 7.00pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr Ms M Lewis 

Councillors:
M Brady, Cllr Mrs S Dovey, Mrs Y Havard, 

N Heywood, P Hobson, H Hodges, 

A Redhead, Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter, A Watts
Apologies:  

Cllr H Ashby, Cllr Ms H Beach, Cllr D Dovey, Cllr T Kirton
In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk),

   


Mrs P Lewis (Administrative Officer)

	111.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.


	112.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-
Thursday 4th November – Presentation of Full International School Award, Chepstow Comprehensive School

Thursday 4th November – Chepstow Cormeilles Twinning Association AGM

Friday 5th November – Chepstow Round Table Annual Fireworks Display

Sunday 7th November – Apple Day

Thursday 11th November - Armistice Day Service together with fellow Councillors

Sunday 14th November – Remembrance Day Parade and service together with fellow Councillors
Friday 19th November – Art and Craft Exhibition at The Drill Hall.


	113.
	MINUTES

The Clerk drew the meeting’s attention to emailed correspondence from a Member who wished to question the accuracy of the minutes of the meeting held on 27th October 2010.  Members considered the email correspondence which had been tabled for information.  

The Clerk reported that she had also received an email from the Member requesting that the signing of the minutes of the meeting held on 27th October 2010 be deferred until the next meeting of Full Council and, that she had responded to the Member advising that there was a statutory requirement for “minutes to be signed at the meeting which they record or at the next meeting, by the person presiding thereat” and thus, such a deferral was not possible.

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 27th October 2010 were confirmed as correct and signed as a true record.


	114.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 100.  Youth Council.  The Clerk advised that she had been in contact with several officers at Monmouthshire County Council, including the Principal Safeguarding Children Officer and had been advised that new national guidance aimed at clarifying the regulations and requirements in respect of safeguarding children, young and vulnerable people was anticipated in January 2011.  The Clerk reported that she had therefore raised this matter with Monmouthshire County Council’s Citizens Engagement Manager, who had undertaken to ensure that all community and town councils in Monmouthshire were issued with clear guidance as soon as it became available.



	115.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 27th October 2010 and draft minutes of the meeting held on 10th November 2010.
RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 27th October 2010 and draft minutes of the meeting held on 10th November 2010.


	116.
	CIVIC PROTOCOL

Members considered the Civic Protocol which had been circulated with the agenda, and noted that some amendment and updating of the Protocol was required.
RESOLVED:

To refer the Civic Protocol to the Financial Policy and Audit Committee for detailed consideration and to request that the Financial Policy and Audit make recommendations for the amendment and updating of the Protocol to Council. 


	117. 
	SUMMER PLAYSCHEMES 2010

The meeting noted the Executive Summary Reports in respect of the Chepstow and Bulwark Summer 2010 Playschemes.  Members were particularly pleased to note the increase in numbers participating in the schemes.


	118.
	FREEDOM OF THE TOWN – THE 1ST RIFLES 

The Town Mayor introduced her report in respect of the granting of Freedom of the Town to the Rifles Regiment and briefly outlined possible arrangements for a granting of the Freedom Ceremony to be followed by a regimental march through the town to “Exercise the Freedom.”
Members discussed local press coverage of an alleged incident in the town involving members of the 1st Rifles Regiment and the Town Mayor asked the meeting to separate consideration of the matter from that of the Freedom of the Town.

RESOLVED:

(a)  To agree in principle to granting the Freedom of the Town to the Rifles Regiment; 
(b)  The Clerk, in consultation with the Town Mayor, be authorised to initiate 
       preparations for the Ceremony, in consultation with the Commanding Officer at 

       Beachley Barracks; and,
(c)  To convene the Special Meeting required under s249(5) Local Government

       Act 1972 in January 2011 in order to determine whether to grant the Freedom of
       the Town to the Rifles Regiment.


	119.
	Fields IN TRUST:queen elizabeth ii fields challenge

The meeting considered correspondence received from Monmouthshire County Council outlining the Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge.

RESOLVED:

To nominate the following fields for the Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge:

Bulwark Camp; Hardwick Avenue Playing Field; Piggys Hill; Billy Goats Park; Chepstow Athletic Club; Chepstow Football Club; open land at the Danes; and, land at the top of Fairview.


	120.
	WALES & WEST UTILITIES STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP - 1ST DECEMBER 2010
The meeting noted the invitation to attend the Wales & West Utilities stakeholder workshop and luncheon at the Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff on Wednesday 1st December 2010 from 9.30am to 2.30pm.


	121.
	WELSH LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION – COMMUNITY RESILIENCE

The meeting noted correspondence received from the Welsh Local Government Association in respect of Community resilience measures. 



	122.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 30th October 2010 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed in respect of the monthly accounts for September 2010.
Total Payments                 £24,815.43

Total Receipts                   £  5,600.14


	
	(c)
	Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 2010
The meeting noted that the external auditor intends to issue an unqualified certificate and opinion in respect of the Council’s Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 2010.  

Members commended the Clerk on a satisfactory outcome to the external audit for the year ending 31st March 2010.

The Town Mayor and Clerk re-signed Section 1 and Section 2 of the Annual Return.



	
	(d)
	Funding for Bulwark

Members considered the request from a Member that £2,000 be identified to fund initiatives within Bulwark.  The Member explained that she had a number of projects in mind.
RESOLVED:

The Member to identify costed proposals for the initiatives within Bulwark to the next meeting of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee.


	123.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
The following items were reported for information:-



	
	(a)
	Môr Hafren Area Committee

The minutes of the Môr Hafren Area Committee Marketing Committee meeting held on 22nd September 2010.  



	
	(b)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

The minutes of the Chepstow Marketing Committee meetings held on 9th November 2010. 


	
	(c)
	Monmouthshire County Council: Ceremony & Freedom Parade - The Royal Welsh

Correspondence advising that a Special Meeting of Monmouthshire County Council will be held in the new year at which County Council Members will vote on the proposal to bestow the Freedom of the County to The Royal Welsh in recognition of their outstanding achievements.  Following a positive outcome it is intended that a ceremony to mark the conferment of the Freedom of the County will be held on Friday 4th March 2010 in Monmouth.



	
	(d)
	The Milestone Society 

Correspondence advising that the “Milestone Society” has compiled a report detailing the location of milestones, signposts and tool houses within the Wye Valley ANOB.  


	
	(e)
	Better Trains for Chepstow Campaign – Review of Campaign and Progress Report, November 2010.

Better Trains for Chepstow Campaign – Review of Campaign and Progress Report dated November 2010.  



	
	(f)
	High Beech Roundabout

The Clerk advised that she had contacted Mr Paul Keeble at Monmouthshire County Council to discuss the possibility of a joint meeting with the Town and County Councils and Welsh Assembly Government, in order to discuss concerns regarding traffic congestion at High Beech Roundabout and possible solutions.  Mr Keeble had advised that consultants would shortly be looking at the situation at High Beech and undertook to ensure that the Town Council was consulted fully as the consultants study progressed.  Mr Keeble had also advised that there would be an opportunity for the Town Council to raise concerns for congestion etc at the Air Quality Steering Committee meeting which was scheduled to take place on Wednesday 1st December 2010. 


	124.
	MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL/ONE VOICE WALES – FINAL DRAFT CHARTER.

The meeting considered the Final Draft Charter dated 11th November 2010 which had been agreed by Monmouthshire County Council and One Voice Wales.  
RESOLVED:

To approve the Final Draft Charter dated 11th November 2010 which had been agreed by Monmouthshire County Council and One Voice Wales.  


	125.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES



	
	(a)
	The Governing Body of The Dell Primary School

The meeting noted the minutes of the meeting of the Governing Body of The Dell Primary School held on 21st September 2010. 



	126.
	CORRESPONDENCE

The meeting received and considered correspondence set out in the schedule circulated with the agenda.
With the consent of the Chairman, the Clerk reported the following items of correspondence, which had been received too late to be included on the agenda but which would time expire before the next meeting, for information:-



	
	R
	Wales Rural Observatory – Services Questionnaire

The Clerk undertook to respond to the questionnaire.


	
	S
	Chepstow Mari Lwyd

Report on development of Chepstow Mari Lwyd and involvement with Chepstow Comprehensive School, plus notification of joint parade at 1.30pm on Monday 13th December 2010.  (Table for information))


	
	T
	Invitation to a Parliamentary Reception on the Sustainable Communities Act on Wednesday 15th December 2010.


	
	U
	Details of Presentation on renewable Energy at Alvington, Gloucestershire on 25th November 2010.


	
	V
	Details of Bulwark Community Centre Christmas Event to take place at 6.30pm on Sunday 19th December 2010.


	127.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.


	
	(a)
	A Member raised the concerns of local residents in Lower Chepstow in respect of arrangements for the implementation of the new fortnightly refuse collection. 

The meeting was advised that there appeared to be some confusion as to collection arrangements and as a consequence refuse bags were accumulating in the streets.



	
	(b)
	The meeting was advised that Bulwark Community Centre would be showing the film “Robin Hood” at 4.30pm on 11th December 2010.


	
	(c)
	The meeting was advised that the Bulwark Christmas Light Switch One Event would talk place on Friday 26th November 2010 at the Severn Bridge Social Club and that the Town Centre Switch On Event would take place on 27th November 2010.  The meeting was advised that assistance was required on Saturday 27th November to erect and dismantle the pop up shelter and in stewarding and supervising the event.


	
	(d)
	The meeting was advised that a Christmas meal was being arranged by the young people of Central Kaff for residents of the Bethany Christian Home on 13th December 2010.


	128.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.


	129.
	CHRISTMAS RECESS

The meeting considered delegating authority to the Clerk in consultation with the Town Mayor or Deputy Town Mayor, to deal with urgent business arising over the Christmas recess.
RESOLVED:

To delegate authority to the Clerk in consultation with the Town Mayor or Deputy Town Mayor, to deal with urgent business arising over the Christmas recess.


	130.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 26th January 2010 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.




CLOSE:  This completed the business of the meeting at 9.00pm.

Signed  …………………………..



Date  …………………
CHAIRMAN
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