Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 24th March 2010 at 7.00 pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr H Ashby 

Councillors:
M Brady, D Dovey, Mrs Y Havard, N Heywood, 

P Hobson, H Hodges, Ms M Lewis, Mrs J Robbins, 

A Redhead, P Rutter, A Watts

Apologies:  

Cllr Ms H Beach, Cllr Mrs S Dovey
In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell (Town Clerk) 

Mrs P Lewis (Administrative Officer)

	191.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.


	192.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-

Friday 26th February 2010 – Credit Union official opening

Monday 8th March 2010 – The Dell Primary School Haiti Appeal Special Assembly

Thursday 11th March 2010 – Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal Presentation together with the Deputy Mayor
Tuesday 16th March 2020 – Launch of Piercefield Walks

Saturday 20th March 2020 – ADC ‘Search for a Star’ event

Sunday 21st March 2010 – Chepstow Choral Society Passiontide Concert

In addition the Deputy Town Mayor had attended:-

Sunday 14th March 2010 – Point-to-Point Presentation of Prizes



	193.
	MINUTES



	
	(a)
	The minutes of the ordinary Meeting of Council held on 24th February 2010 were confirmed and signed as correct. 



	
	(b)
	The minutes of the extraordinary meeting of Council held on 3rd March 2010 were confirmed and signed as correct


	194.
	MATTERS ARISING

Meeting of Council held on 24th February 2010

Item 179. Town Council Newsletter.  The Clerk advised that the remainder of the Town Council’s newsletters were to be delivered by senior Chepstow Comprehensive School pupils, who were raising funds for a music trip to Belgium later in the year.  It was anticipated that the delivery would take place over the Easter holidays.

Item 186. Matters Relating to the Public and Urgent Information Exchange. With regard to the issue of Street Lighting, the meeting was advised that there were still a number of street lights out, including the street lights at the Moor Street/A48 junction.  The Clerk undertook to report the defective lighting to the appropriate authorities.

.

	195.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 24th February and draft minutes of 10th March 2010.

RESOLVED: 

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 24th February and draft minutes of 10th March 2010.



	196.
	PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

	
	The meeting reviewed the decision of Full Council on 22nd April 2010, that the Personnel Committee be appointed for the duration of Full Council.

RESOLVED:

To reaffirm the decision of Council on 22nd April 2010, that the Personnel Committee be appointed for the duration of Full Council.



	197.
	TOWN AMENITIES COMMITTEE

The meeting considered making an appointment to the vacancy on the Town Amenities Committee.

RESOLVED:

That Cllr. A Redhead be appointed to the Town Amenities Committee for the remainder of the Mayoral Year.



	198.
	REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES

The meeting considered making an appointment to the vacancy on the following outside bodies:-:

(a) Chepstow Marketing Committee 

(b) Drill Hall Management Committee (St Christophers Ward)
RESOLVED:

(a) Cllr Mrs Jane Robbins be appointed to Chepstow Marketing Committee for the remainder of the Mayoral Year.
(b) Cllr A Redhead be appointed to the Drill Hall Management Committee for the remainder of the Mayoral Year.



	199.
	OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT VISIT

The meeting considered the request for a delegation from Mubende Town Council, Uganda to take part in an official development visit to Chepstow Town Council and noted the correspondence received from One Voice Wales and the Wales Council for Voluntary Action offering support for the visit.  

Several Members expressed concern over the Ugandan Government’s position on human rights and gender issues.  It was suggested that as the proposed visit was to be from a Town Council rather than a Government Minister such issues may be of less significance.
RESOLVED: 
The Clerk to continue the dialogue with Mubende and to contact the Foreign Office and Mubende Town Council’s “sister town” in America in order to try to establish more about the background to the request, before reporting back to the next meeting of Council. 



	200. 
	WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT, EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO ACCESSIBILITY OF RAILWAY STATIONS IN WALES.

The meeting considered correspondence received from the Welsh Assembly Governments Equality of Opportunity Committee requesting evidence in respect of the accessibility of railway stations in Wales, and in particular, responses to eight specific issues, by 1st April 2010.  

RESOLVED:

To submit the following response to the Welsh Assembly Governments Equality of Opportunity Committee in respect of facilities at Chepstow Railway Station:-
1. Have you experienced problems with any of the following? 

· Inaccessible platforms or other station areas/Problems in getting from the platform onto the train or vice versa; 

     Chepstow Town Council notes that access to and from the far-side platform is 
     restricted.  Access to and from this platform is via an over rail footbridge making 
     access for those with limited mobility particularly difficult. 

· Inaccessible facilities, such as toilets or information services

      Chepstow Town Council notes that there are no public toilet facilities at the 
      station.  There is also no general enquiry facility. Limited timetable information is
       provided by push button speakers accessed from the platforms.

· Stations that are unstaffed or have limited staffing

      Staffing at Chepstow Railway Station is confined to ticket sales only.  There 
      appears to be no support available to provide assistance to passengers with 
      limited mobility, those with pushchairs or large items of luggage. 

2. What assistance is available to help overcome accessibility difficulties?  

   Chepstow Town Council is not aware of any assistance being available to help
   overcome accessibility difficulties.

3. Is this assistance well publicised/advertised and readily available? 

   Clearly any assistance is not well publicised/advertised.  The Town Council would 
   be happy to include details of any assistance in its publications and on its web site. 
4. What changes could be made that would improve accessibility at railway stations
     for you? 
    Chepstow Town Council identifies that the installation of passenger lifts would 

     improve accessibility.  Similarly, higher staffing levels or well publicised 
    arrangements whereby assistance might be pre-booked would be helpful.
5. Are you aware of any stations with good accessibility and/or facilities? 
   Bristol Parkway and Temple Mead railway stations offer excellent support services.

6. Are you aware of any stations that have recently undergone work to improve 

    accessibility? 
   Cwmbran and Severn Tunnel Junction railway stations have recently undergone 

   work to improve accessibility.
7. Are you aware of any stations where accessibility has declined? 
    No.
8. Are there any other relevant issues you would like to bring to our attention? 
    None.



	201.
	TOWN AWARDS

The meeting noted that the Town Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Cllr Watts had considered nominations received for Town Awards and had resolved to make awards to the following in respect of their considerable contribution to the community: Mr K Davies; Mrs J Miles; Mrs Wendy Ryan; and, Mr John Whitehouse.
Members considered how the Council might appropriately mark the presentation of these awards.

RESOLVED:

The award recipients and their nominators to be invited to a Civic Reception to take place at 8.15pm at the Drill Hall on Friday 7th May 2010. 


	202.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 28th February 2010 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

The monthly accounts for February 2010 were adopted.
Total Receipts         £ 1,053.00

Total Payments       £10,695.76



	
	(c)


	One Voice Wales

The meeting considered renewal of the Council’s annual membership of One Voice Wales at a cost of £1,296.  Members noted correspondence received from One Voice Wales outlining the benefits of membership and the “Update on Community and Town Councils” from Brian Gibbons, Minister for Social Justice and Local Government 

RESOLVED:
To renew the Council’s annual membership of One Voice Wales at a cost of £1,296 (Local Government Act 1972 s 143)

	
	(d)
	Summer 2010 Playscheme

The meeting considered the Town Council’s contribution towards the Chepstow Leisure Centre Summer 2010 Playscheme and funding for the Bulwark Summer 2010 Playscheme for which the current estimated cost was £9,726.91

RESOLVED:

To contribute £8,000 towards the Chepstow Leisure Centre Summer 2010 Playscheme and to fund the Bulwark Summer 2010 Playscheme for which the current estimated cost was £9,726.91.  (Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s 19).

	
	(e)


	Additional Dog Waste Disposal Bin

The meeting considered the purchase and installation of an additional Dog Waste Collection Bin to be sited close to the Wye Valley Link Road, where need had been established. 

RESOLVED:

To purchase, install and maintain an additional Dog Waste Collection Bin to be sited close to the Wye Valley Link Road. (Litter Act 1983 ss5,6)


	
	(f)
	Chepstow Agricultural Show

The meeting considered provision for a Town Council’s stand at Chepstow Agricultural Show on Saturday 14th August 2010 for which the cost would be approximately £50.  
RESOLVED:

To authorise the booking of the Town Council’s stand at Chepstow Agricultural Show on Saturday 14th August 2010 at a cost of approximately £50.  (Local Government Act 1972 s 142)  The Clerk, in consultation with the Chair of Town Amenities, to take forward arrangements for the Town Council stand. 



	203.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

None.


	204.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

The meeting noted the following items are reported for information only:-



	
	(a)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Môr Hafren Area Committee

Minutes of the Môr Hafren Area Committee meeting held on 20th January 2010. 




	
	(b)
	Chepstow Chamber of Commerce

Minutes of the Chepstow Chamber of Commerce meeting held on 4th February 2010.  


	
	(c)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

Minutes of the Chepstow Marketing Committee meeting held on 22nd February 2010.  


	
	(d)
	Road Traffic Act 1984 - Monmouthshire County Council Off Street Car Parks Regulation Order 2010.

Monmouthshire County Council Off Street Car Parks Regulation Order 2010 made on 23rd February 2010 taking effect from 15/03/2010. 


	
	(e)
	One Voice Wales – Area Committee Meeting

Notification that the next Area Committee Meeting of One Voice Wales on Thursday 15th April 2010 would receive a presentation on “Policing Arrangements for Community Events.

Cllrs N Heywood and M Brady expressed an interest in attending the Area Committee meeting.


	
	(f)
	Anzac Day

Notification that Anzac Day, Sunday 25th April 2010 would be marked in Chepstow by a short memorial service at the War Memorial commencing at 11.30am.

It was noted that amplification equipment from the Drill Hall, could be made available for the service.



	205.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.



	206.


	BUS SHELTERS

The meeting noted that Monmouthshire County Council had undertaken to provide a refurbished bus Shelter at Fairview and thus the proposal for the Town Council to provide a shelter at this location would not be progressed at the present time.


	207.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.

The meeting was advised that the bulbs planted in recent years through the Town Council’s initiative were in bloom and were enhancing the area.

The meeting was advised that the refurbishment of Albion House appeared to be nearing completion.  Members commented that the appearance of the premises had been much improved by the works and requested that the Clerk write to the premise owners commending them for the refurbishment works.

With the consent of the Chairman, the Clerk reported a late item of urgent correspondence regarding the Town Council’s lease with Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau.  Chepstow Citizen’s Advice Bureau’s Solicitor had written raising two issues which required a decision by the Town Council prior to the Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau Trustee Board meeting on 29th March 2010, in order that the lease might be agreed and signed to commence on 1st April 2010.

The issues were:-

(i)  Whether the Town Council intended to make an allowance in its funding of the 

      Citizens Advice Bureau to take into account the VAT payable on the lease rental; 

      and,

(ii) Clarification of the contribution by the Citizens Advice Bureau towards insurance

      premium in respect of the premises.



	Cllr Mrs Havard declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in respect of her employment with Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau and left the meeting.



	
	Members noted that the issue of VAT might be addressed by making the lease rental charge of £10,000 inclusive of VAT.

RESOLVED:

To delegate authority to the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman to resolve the issues identified by the Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau’s Solicitor.


	208.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

S106 Planning Gain

Nominations for Town Mayor



	209.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 28th April 2010 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, Chepstow.




CLOSE:-  This completed the business of the meeting at 8.15pm

Signed  ………………………. CHAIRMAN               Date  …………………..
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