Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 24th February  2010 at 7.00 pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr H Ashby 

Councillors:
Ms H Beach, M Brady, D Dovey, Mrs S Dovey, 

Mrs Y Havard, N Heywood, P Hobson, H Hodges, 

Ms M Lewis, Mrs J Robbins, A Redhead, A Watts
Apologies:  

Cllr P Rutter
In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell (Town Clerk) 

Mrs J Mee (Administrative Officer)
	171.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.


	172.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-

Saturday 30th January 2010 – Greater Gwent Youth Brass Festival 2010

Thursday 4th February 2010 – All Wales School Liaison Core Programme National Quiz 

Tuesday 16th February 2010 – Greater Gwent Jazz Orchestra Concert 

Thursday 18th February 2010 – Monmouthshire Pride Award.

Saturday 20th February 2010 – South Gwent Scouts DAFDA Awards.


	173.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 27th January 2010 were confirmed and signed as a true record.


	174.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 155. Mayor’s Charity Concert.  Cllr Ashby advised that the Mayor’s Charity Concert in St Mary’s Parish Church would now take place on Friday 7th May.
Item 163. Town Council Web Site.  In response to an enquiry from a Member the Clerk advised that she had not received any new photographs for the web site and that these were still required.  A further Member noted that the Agendas and Minutes of Council and Committee meetings prior to January 2008 were no longer included on the new website and requested that this be addressed.  The issue of using a PDF format in preference to “Word” documents on the web site was also raised.
Item 169. Items for Next Meeting.  The Clerk apologised that the items “Proposed Development in Lower Chepstow” and “Policing Arrangements at Community Events” had not been included on the agenda .  The Clerk also advised that she had requested that a senior Police Officer attend the meeting to explain the situation with regard policing of community events but that attendance had not been confirmed.


	175.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 27th January and draft minutes of 10th February 2010.
RESOLVED:
To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 27th January and draft minutes of 10th February 2010.

Arising from the minutes of 10th February 2010, it was noted that the meeting of the Planning and Administration Committee which had met earlier in the evening at 6.15pm, had briefly discussed the Local Development Plan and development of Lower Chepstow.  The meeting had noted that there was to be a further opportunity for consultation on the Local Development Plan Preferred Strategy Options from 19th February to 19th March 2010.

Members noted that the Local Development Plan contained proposals for housing development of strategic importance with potential impact on the local community and therefore requested that an extraordinary meeting of the Full Council be called for Wednesday, 3rd March 2010 in order to permit full and thorough public debate of the issues raised in the consultative report.


	
	(b)
	Financial Policy and Audit Committee

Minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting held on 20th January.
The Clerk drew Members attention to the minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee of 20th January 2010 and in particular to Minute 52. Standing Orders and Minute 53. Financial Regulations.

Minute 52. Standing Orders  The Financial Policy and Audit Committee recommended that Council make the following amendment to Standing Orders to make provision for the appointment of a Personnel Committee to serve for the full term of the Council as agreed at the meeting of Full Council on 22nd April 2009:-

Standing Order 41. COMMITEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES

The Council may at its Annual Town Council Meeting appoint standing committees and may at any other time appoint such other committees as are necessary, but subject to any statutory provision in that behalf:-

(a) Shall not appoint any member of a committee so as to hold office later than the next Annual Meeting  (add) except that members of the Personnel Committee may be appointed for the full term of the Council.
The provision for the Personnel Committee to be appointed for the duration of the Council as set out in the revised Committee Structure agreed by of Full Council on 22nd April 2009 was discussed.

Minute 53. Financial Regulations The Financial Policy and Audit Committee recommended that Council make no amendments to Financial Regulations.

RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting held on 20th January and draft minutes of 10th February 2010 and, to agree the recommendation of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee in respect of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.
Draft minutes of Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting held 10th February 2010.

Minute 62.  Proposed Lease for Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau.  

A Member questioned the decision of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee of 21st October 2009, reported to Council on 25th November 2009, that since the local solicitor generally appointed by the Town Council had registered an interest in the Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau lease, as a trustee of the Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau Board, to appoint Barnes, Rutter Richards as solicitors to act for the Town Council on the matter of the lease for the Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau.
Cllr Ms Beach and Cllr Watts requested that their concerns be noted in respect of the appointment of Barnes, Rutter Richards, on the basis Mr Rutter was both a partner in the legal practice and a serving Town Councillor.
Minute 67.  Bus Shelters

Cllr Brady advised that he had undertaken further research into the cost of providing Bus Shelters and wished to report to the next meeting of Council.


	176.
	WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT – REVIEW OF COUNCILLOR’ ALLOWANCES REGULATIONS

The meeting considered the possible content of revised regulations in respect of Councillor Allowances for which a response was required to 17 questions detailed in the consultative report by 11th June 2010.

RESOLVED:

To make the following responses to the 17 questions detailed in the Welsh Assembly Government consultation paper on the Review of Councillors’ Allowances Regulations:-

Q1. Should Attendance Allowance for an approved duty undertaken outside the community boundary continue for 

a) elected members?                                                                                              YES
b) and/or co-opted members?                                                                                YES
Q2 Should the Financial Loss Allowance and its extension, continue on a discretionary basis to include approved duty undertaken within community boundaries?          NO
Q3 Should Allowances for Attending Conferences and Meetings – 

a) be retained as it is, discontinued in the light of the proposed new annual allowance (see point 4), or                                                                         RETAINED AS IT IS 
b) extended in some way?

Q4 Should community and town councils be given the discretion to pay an annual      allowance to 

a) all members (including the chairperson)                                                           YES
b) or to the chairperson only?

Q5 If introduced do you agree that 

a) the member allowance should be £100 per annum?                                          YES
b) the chair allowance be 50% higher than the member allowance?                     NO
c) funding for any allowance should be met by way of locally generated income?  YES
Q6 Should Community and town councils  be given the discretion to reimburse the costs of childcare or relief care for dependent adults to members (with the maximum levels payable being set by the Welsh Ministers)?                                                              YES
Q7 Should payment of Travel and Subsistence allowances be extended to duty undertaken within community boundaries for all members, at the discretion of the community council?                                                                                                  YES
Q8 Should the maximum level of travel allowance be the levels set by HMRC?     YES
Q9 Should either the Attendance and the Financial Loss Allowance 

a) remain restricted to elected members                                                                   NO
b) or be available to both elected and co-opted members                                       YES
Q10 Should the annual increases to the maximum levels of Annual, Attendance and Financial Loss Allowances be index linked? 

a) if so should the ASHE index be used in line with IRPW recommendations for principal authorities ?                                                                                                             YES
b) if not index linked what uprating method should be used?

Q11 Should the Independent Remuneration Panel Wales be asked to make non-binding recommendations with regard to the maximum levels of increases for members of community and town councils?                                                                               YES
Q12 Do you agree with the proposal that the time-limit for the submission of claims for travel and subsistence allowances be in line with the requirements on county and county borough councils?                                                                                                    YES
Q13 Do you agree with the proposal to extend the publicity requirements, under Regulation 14 of the 2003 Regulations to include the proposed annual allowance for chair/member and the travel and subsistence allowances?                                     YES
Q14 Do you agree with the proposal of suspension/partial suspension of all allowance for members suspended/partially suspended from office?                                       YES
Q15 Do you agree that members may elect to forego any part of their entitlement to an allowance?                                                                                                                YES
Q16 Should recommendation 8.7 of the Aberystwyth Report - the reimbursement of expenses for councillors who represent a group of councils on an external body, for which remuneration is not otherwise payable, the cost of which would be met by a levy on all participating community and town councils be introduced?                         YES
Q17 Do you consider that any other amendments to the 2003 Regulations should be considered? For example, does the definition of “approved duty”, in Regulation 9 of the 2003 Regulations, require updating?                                                     LEFT AS IT IS


	177.
	PUBLIC CONVENIENCE SERVICE

Members considered the review of the Public Convenience service recently undertaken by Monmouthshire County Council, the implications of a likely reduction in service provision in the future and the potential role of the Town Council in any future service provision. 
In considering the report Members questioned the cleaning and transport costs applied to each of the facilities and the high rates charge in respect of the WC at Riverside, Chepstow.

RESOLVED:

The Clerk to seek an explanation of the costs set out in the County Council’s review of the Public Convenience service, to investigate the potential role of the Town Council in any future service provision and to report further to Council.



	178.
	ONE VOICE WALES - SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SURVEY

Members considered correspondence from One Voice Wales which had been circulated with the agenda, seeking the nomination of one/two Members to act as the Town Councils’ contact(s) for an online forum on sustainability issues. 
RESOLVED:

To nominate Cllr P Hobson and Cllr Ms M Lewis as the Town Councils’ contact(s) for the One Voice Wales online forum on sustainability issues. 


	179.
	TOWN COUNCIL NEWSLETTER

The meeting noted progress to date on the delivery of the Town Council’s newsletter.

Several Members offered to undertake the additional delivery of newsletters within their local areas.  However, a number of streets had still to receive a copy of the newsletter.

RESOLVED:

To authorise the Clerk to engage community volunteer(s) wishing to fundraise to complete the delivery of newsletters to the remaining residential areas and to make a donation of £100 to their cause on completion of the delivery.


	179b
	HORIZON NUCLEAR POWER COMMUNITY UPDATE – JANUARY 2010

The meeting considered the Horizon Nuclear Power Community Update, January 2010 edition which sought to provide news of the Company’s plans for new nuclear power at Oldbury and noted that there would be a further surgery style meeting on Thursday, 4th March 2010 at the Cossham Hall, Thornbury.  The meeting also received correspondence from a resident of a neighbouring council area raising concerns in respect of the proposed new nuclear power station at Oldbury on Severn. 



	180.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 31st January 2010 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed for monthly accounts for January 2010.
Total receipts                £9,687.72

Total payments           £39,728.56



	
	(c)
	Grant Funding Application – Request for letter of support.

Members considered the request from Thornwell Football Club for a letter of support for their grant funding application to Eon in respect of installing energy efficient measures at their premises.
RESOLVED:

The Clerk to provide a letter of support for Thornwell Football Club’s grant funding application to Eon in respect of the installation of energy efficient measures at their premises with the aim of making the premises energy sufficient.



	
	(d)
	Application for Local Environmental Quality Improvement Projects 2010 -2011.

The meeting noted that at the special Working Party Meeting which took place on Wednesday, 3rd February 2010, Members agreed to recommend that Council submit an application under the Welsh Assembly Government’s Local Environmental Quality Improvement Projects Scheme 2010 - 2011 to tackle the areas of: rear High Street/A48; Bulwark Shopping Centre; and, Thornwell roundabout, by the funding deadline of 5th March 2010.

A draft application had therefore been prepared entitled “Environmental Improvement Studies and designs for two key approaches and one urban centre” which identified the three elements: Rear of High Street/A48 – Green Screening; Bulwark Shopping Centre – Environmental & Landscape Improvements; and, Thornwell Approach & Centre – Sustainable Planting, based on a project cost of £21,000 of which it was proposed that £3,000 would be provided by the Town Council.  
Members considered the special Working Party’s recommendation, the submission of the grant application and, match funding of £3,000 by the Town Council.

RESOLVED:

To agree the special Working Party’s recommendation that Council submit an application under the Welsh Assembly Government’s Local Environmental Quality Improvement Projects Scheme 2010 - 2011 to tackle the areas of: rear High Street/A48; Bulwark Shopping Centre; and, Thornwell roundabout, by the funding deadline of 5th March 2010 entitled “Environmental Improvement Studies and designs for two key approaches and one urban centre” which identified the three elements: Rear of High Street/A48 – Green Screening; Bulwark Shopping Centre – Environmental & Landscape Improvements; and, Thornwell Approach & Centre – Sustainable Planting, based on a project cost of £21,000 of which it was proposed that £3,000 would be provided by the Town Council.  



	
	(e)
	Grant Funding Request – The Berkeley Centre Gardening Group

The meeting noted that the Financial Policy and Audit Committee of 20th February 2010 had requested that Council consider the Community Grant Funding Application from the Berkeley Centre Gardening Group which had been received too late to be included on the agenda of their last meeting.  The application was for a £500 contribution towards the cost of four raised planters for use by the group.  Members noted that there was an uncommitted balance on the Community Grants Budget for the current financial year of £668.08.

RESOLVED:

To contribute £500 under the Council’s Community Grant Funding Scheme towards the cost of four raised planters for use by the Berkeley Centre Gardening Group.  (Local Government Act 1972 s137)


	
	(f)
	Chepstow Licensed Victuallers Association – Funding Request

The meeting considered the correspondence from Chepstow Licensed Victuallers Association, which had been circulated with the agenda, requesting a contribution of £500 towards the license fee for radios used in the Pub Watch Scheme.

Members observed that the Pub Watch Scheme provided an important service within the local community.

RESOLVED:

To contribute £500 towards the license fee for radios used in the Pub Watch Scheme.  (Local Government and Rating Act 1997 s31)


	181.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES



	
	(a)
	Oldbury on Severn Power Station Site Stakeholder Group

The meeting received minutes of the Stakeholder meeting held on 20th January 2010.



	
	(b)
	Pembroke Primary School – Governing Body

It was reported that vehicles were being driven too fast within the grounds of Pembroke Primary School and that the School was seeking to have a “school crossing” sign erected on Bulwark Road. 



	
	(c) 
	Thornwell Primary School – Governing Body

It was reported that now that the school crossing attendant was in post, the School was seeking action on the parking bays adjacent to the school.



	
	(e)
	Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau – Board of Trustees.
The meeting was advised that Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau Board of Trustees had considered the new lease, revised rental charges and grant funding proposals provided by the Town Council.



	182.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

The meeting noted following items reported for information:-


	
	(a)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee
Minutes of the meeting held on 19th January 2010. 


	
	(b)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Effects of the winter on Highways

Correspondence dated 2nd February 2010 explaining that Winter gritting and snow clearing might impact on the responses to service requests.  

 

	183.
	TOWN AWARDS

The meeting noted that ten nominations for Town Awards had been received.  The Clerk sought Council’s views on the nominations received.

RESOLVED:

That a Working Party comprising of the Town Mayor, Deputy Town Mayor and Cllr Watts meet to agree the final awards and report further to the next meeting of Council.



	184.
	NICK RAMSAY AM – OFFER TO ATTEND TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

The meeting considered the offer made by Nick Ramsay AM to address a future meeting of the Town Council in order to clarify the proposal for a referendum on whether the Welsh Assembly Government should move from Part 3 to Part 4 of the Government of Wales Act 2006 or, any other issues of concern to the Town Council.

Members noted that it might be appropriate for each of the main political parties to take part in an open public meeting, in the event that a referendum was called.

RESOLVED:

Not to pursue the offer made by Nick Ramsay AM to address a future meeting of the Town Council in order to clarify the proposal for a referendum on whether the Welsh Assembly Government should move from Part 3 to Part 4.


	185.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.

With the consent of the Chairman the Clerk reported the following late items of correspondence for Members information:-
i) International Women’s Day 2010 – “Promoting Women in Public & Political Life” Conference to be held on Tuesday, 9th March at County Hall, Cardiff.

ii) Correspondence received from the Honourable MP Ssalabaya Haruuna proposing an Official Development visit for a delegation of Mubende Town Council officials to visit Chepstow Town Council 



	186.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.

The meeting was advised Welsh Water had not adopted the sewerage system at the Ruffets development.

The meeting was also advised that there were a number of street lights out within the town and that some had not been working since 28th January, despite being reported to the County Council.  The street lights at the Moor Street/A48 junction were of particular concern.
The Council’s representative to the Area Committee of One Voice Wales, advised that she would be unable to attend the next meeting on 25th February 2010.



	187.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Bus Shelters

Personnel Committee Membership

Policing of Community Events
Vacancies – Outside Bodies


	188.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

To confirm that the next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 24th March 2010 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, Chepstow.


CLOSE:-  This completed the business of the meeting at 9.15pm
Signed  ………………………. CHAIRMAN               Date  …………………..
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