CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
.Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in The Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow 

on Wednesday 23rd March 2011 at 7.00pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr H Hodges (Deputy Town Mayor) 

Councillors:
H Ashby, M Brady, D Dovey, Mrs S Dovey, Mrs Y Havard,

N Heywood, P Hobson, A Redhead, P Rutter, A Watts
Apologies:  

Cllr Ms H Beach, Mrs J Robbins

In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk),

   


Mrs J Mee (Administrative Officer)
In the absence of Town Mayor the Deputy Town Mayor chaired the meeting.

	170.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.


	171.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayors attendance at the following events was reported:-
Friday, 4th March 2011 – Freedom of the County for Royal Welsh Regiment Ceremony and Parade
Saturday 5th March 2011 – Chepstow Town Football Club re-launch party

Saturday 12th March 2011 – Launch of the new SARA lifeboat

Tuesday 22nd March 2011 – Presentation of Town Award to Chepstow Stoke Experience Group.



	172.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 23rd March 2011 were confirmed and signed as a true record.


	173.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 153.  Declaration of Interest in Items on the Agenda.  The Clerk advised that Cllrs Ms H Beach and Mrs J Robbins had still to complete their Registers of Interest in respect of item 162 (c) Bulwark Community Centre Accounts, in respect of their membership of the Management Committee.

Item 144.  Town Awards.  The Clerk advised that the Town Awards Working Party had met and had agreed that the Town Award for 2010 should be made to Chepstow Stroke Experience Group.  The Town Mayor had visited the Group to present the award and had noted the very significant contribution that the group was making to the lives of stroke victims.
Item 157 (c) Consultative Committee.  The Chair of the Consultative Committee, confirmed that he had used the word “duplicitous” in the context of verbose and repetitive.

Item 160.  Relocation of CCTV Camera 127 in High Street.  The Clerk reported that she had received an email from the CCTV Liaison Officer, advising that the anticipated cost of relocating CCTV camera 127 had risen considerably.  Full details of the new anticipated costs were awaited.
Item 163 (b) Monmouthshire County Council – Charter Launch Invitation.  The meeting noted that the Town Mayor was at the Charter Launch Reception this evening and that Cllrs P Hobson and M Brady, had withdrawn from the event.


	174.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

The minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 23rd February 2011 and 9th March 2011. 
RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 23rd February 2011 and 9th March 2011. 



	175.
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION – REVIEW OF COUNTY ELECTORAL ARRANGEMNTS FOR THE COUNTY OF MONMOUTHSHIRE

The meeting discussed the Commission’s Final Proposals for the electoral arrangements for the County of Monmouthshire that were submitted on 28th February 2011 to the Welsh Assembly Government for consideration.  Several Members expressed concern at the amended proposals formulated following representations received to the earlier consultative document in respect of the Chepstow area:-

· Greater Bulwark Ward comprising the current St Christophers (1,799) and Thornwell (1,988) Wards, to be represented by 2 County Councillors.
· Mount Pleasant Ward comprising the current Larkfield (1,543) and St Kingsmark (2,214) Wards, to be represented by 2 County Councillors.
· St Marys Ward Unchanged.
A Member reported that the Welsh Assembly Government had put the amended proposals to one side and that they would not be implemented.  In the light of this advice the meeting RESOLVED to note the report.



	176.
	ONE VOICE WALES – POLICY CONSULTATION: VOLUNTEER RESPONDERS

The meeting considered the invitation from One Voice Wales to nominate volunteer responders to sector policy consultations.

RESOLVED:

The following Members expressed an interest in acting as a volunteer responders on the following topics, on behalf of One Voice Wales:-

Cllr H Ashby – Environment and countryside

Cllr M Brady – Business and economy, Finance, Older people

Cllr D Dovey –Business and economy, Planning, Transport

Cllr Y Havard – Health and social care, Older people, Social justice 

Cllr P Rutter – Improving public services

Cllr A Watts – Social justice

The Clerk undertook to advise One Voice Wales of the Members chosen topics and contact details.


	177. 
	MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – STRAY DOGS POLICY

Further to the last meeting of Council on 23rd February 2011, the meeting considered the County Councils proposed changes to the Dog Warden Service effective from 1st April 2011.  
Members expressed concern at the withdrawal of the service and noted the new procedures for stray dogs with effect from 1st April 2011.


	178.
	TIME AND PLACE – WORKING TO SAVE YOUNG LIVES ON THE ROAD

Members considered the invitation from “Time and Place” for Members to attend a presentation at Wyedean School on Thursday, 31st March 2011 from 9.00am to 10.00am.

RESOLVED:

Cllr Brady to attend the presentation from “Time and Place” at Wyedean School on Thursday, 31st March 2011.



	179.
	ONE VOICE WALES – MEMBERSHIP

Members considered renewal of the Council annual membership of One Voice Wales at a cost of £1,350.  
RESOLVED:

To renew the Council annual membership of One Voice Wales at a cost of £1,350.  (Local Government Act 1972 s143.)


	180.
	ONE VOICE WALES – NATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMME

The meeting noted the training opportunities facilitated by One Voice Wales which were available to Members and undertook to notify the Clerk directly of their interest in attending.


	181.
	SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS CONFERENCE – LARGER COUNCILS CONFERENCE

The meeting considered the Clerks attendance at the Society of Local Council Clerks Larger Council’s Conference on Thursday 14th and Friday 15th April 2011.  
RESOLVED:

To agree the Clerks attendance at the Society of Local Council Clerks Larger Council’s Conference to take place at the Hilton Hotel, Cardiff on Thursday 14th and Friday 15th April 2011 at a cost of £320.  (Local Government Act 1972 s143.)


	182.
	CHEPSTOW AGRICULTURAL SHOW – TOWN COUNCIL STAND

The meeting considered the Town Council’s attendance at the Chepstow Agricultural Show on Saturday, 13th August 2011.
RESOLVED:

To agree the Town Council’s attendance at the Chepstow Agricultural Show on Saturday, 13th August 2011 at a cost of approximately £100.  (Local Government Act 1972 s142.)



	183.
	GWENT LEVELS FLOOD DEFENCE COASTAL GROUP – MEMBERSHIP OF COASTNET

The meeting considered correspondence forwarded by the Gwent Levels Flood Defence Coastal Group seeking the Council’s views on the Group’s membership of CoastNet.

RESOLVED:
To support the Gwent Levels Flood Defence Coastal Group’s membership of CoastNet and, if required to contribute £30 towards the membership fee.

(Local Government Act 1972 s143.)



	184.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

	
	(a)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Road Traffic Regulation Order 2011- Thornwell Road, Thornwell.

The meeting noted the order made on 10th March effective from 21st March 2011 which introduced limited waiting (30 minutes, no return within 1 hour Monday – Friday) in the available bays outside Thornwell Primary Scholl to alleviate instances of extended parking by commuters, thereby making the bays available for parents to park at the beginning and end of the school day.



	
	(b)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Temporary Road Closure Rockwood Road
The meeting noted the proposed temporary closure of Rockwood Road from 9.00am to 4.00pm from 10th April 2011 for a period of approximately 3 days to facilitate drainage works.



	
	(c)
	Chepstow Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Special Consultation Meeting 6th January – Car Park Management

Members noted the minutes of the Special Consultation Meeting 6th January 2011 which considered “Car Park Management”. 


	
	(d)
	Chepstow Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Special Consultation Meeting 3rd February 2011 – Future of Tourist Information Centres

Members noted the minutes of the Special Consultation Meeting 3rd February 2011 which considered the “Future of Tourist Information Centres”.


	
	(e)
	Chepstow Chamber of Commerce meeting 3rd March 2011

Members noted the minutes of the general meeting held on 3rd March 2011.  


	
	(f)
	Gwent Levels Flood Defence Coastal Group – Response to Environment Agency(Wales) Document – Managing Flood Risk on the Severn Estuary.

The meeting noted the final response of the Gwent Levels Flood Defence Coastal Group to the Environment Agency (Wales) Document – Managing Flood Risk on the Severn Estuary. 


	
	(g)
	Lower Wye Area Committee Meeting 12th January 2011

Members noted the minutes of the Lower Wye Area Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, 12th January 2011. 


	185.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

	
	(a)
	Governing Body of The Dell Primary School
The meeting noted the minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Governing Body of The Dell Primary School held on 11th January 2011. 


	
	(b)
	Bulwark Senior Citizens Club
Cllr Harvard advised the meeting that she was not able to attend meetings of the Bulwark Senior Citizens Club and had therefore advised the Club’s Chairman that she had withdrawn as the Council’s representative.

The Clerk undertook to highlight the vacancy at the Annual Meeting of Council.

	186.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.

With the consent of the Chairman the Clerk reported the following late items of correspondence for Members information:-



	
	(a)
	Assistance with Research – Mature Student

Email correspondence requesting interviews with Members regarding the Council’s hopes for Tesco Supermarket to assist in research into the influence of consumerism on communities.  Cllrs Mrs Y Havard, H Hodges and P Hobson offered to assist in this research.


	
	(b)
	One Voice Wales – Wales and West Utilities Stakeholder Workshop
Invitation to attend a stakeholder workshop and luncheon on Wednesday 30th March at the Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff on 30th March 2011.  Cllr Brady expressed an interest in attending the workshop.



	
	(c)
	Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty – Sustainable Development Fund Grants.
It was noted that projects must be within the Wye Valley ANOB boundaries and thus Chepstow projects would not be eligible for funding.



	
	(d)
	Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty – Management Plan 2009 - 2014.

Members noted that copies of the plan were available from the Clerk’s office.


	
	(e)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Road Traffic Regulation Order 

Members noted the proposed prohibition of waiting order in respect of Thornwell Road and Victoria Road. 


	187.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.


	
	(a)
	The meeting was advised that Monmouthshire County Council’s report of the future of its Tourist Information Centres was to go before the Scrutiny Committee shortly.  The Clerk had forwarded an electronic copy of the report to all Members.


	Cllr H Ashby left the meeting.



	
	(b)
	The meeting was advised that the Môr Hafren Area Committee had been reorganised and that there were now two separate committees: the Lower Wye Area Committee, representing the Chepstow area; and, the Severnside Area Committee representing Caldicot.



	
	(c)
	Several Members reported that they had received an invitation to attend a meeting with Monmouthshire County Council regarding car parking charges at 4.00pm on Thursday 24th March 2011.  It was noted that the Town Council had not received an invitation to the meeting, but had received a request for a room booking to accommodate 20 people at 4.00pm on 24th March 2011.
The Clerk advised that the Town Council had received no information from Monmouthshire County Council in respect of proposed changes in car parking charges.

	
	(d)
	The Clerk reported that arrangements for the transfer of the Public Convenience Service were progressing and that two new employees had been recruited to open/close and clean the toilets, a full risk assessment had been undertaken and, the transfer document in respect of Riverside Public Convenience would be signed prior to 1st April 2011.


	
	(e)
	The meeting was advised that the Gallipoli commemoration service would take place on Easter Monday, 25th March 2011 at 11.00am at the gun.


	188.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Consultation on proposed changes to Car Parking Charges.

Review of Standing Orders 

Review of Financial Regulations

Future Potential for additional allotment spaces in Chepstow (Cllr Hobson)
Discussion of the formula applied to Social Housing Rents (Cllr Watts)



	189.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday, 27th April 2011 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.




CLOSE:- This completed the business of meeting at 8.15pm

Signed………………………………………                            Date…………………

CHAIRMAN
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