Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 22nd September 2010 at 6.45pm
Present:

Chairman:
Cllr M Lewis (Town Mayor)
Councillors:

H Ashby, Ms H Beach, M Brady, D Dovey,
Mrs S Dovey, Mrs Y Havard, N Heywood, P Hobson, 

H Hodges, A Redhead, Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter, A Watts
Apologies:  

In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell (Town Clerk) 

                          
Mrs J Mee (Administrative Officer) 

Prior to the commencement of the business of the meeting Members received: a brief presentation from Mrs Jenny Lewis, Monmouthshire County Council’s Citizen’s Engagement Manager; and, a power point presentation in respect of recycling and proposed new arrangements for waste collection from Monmouthshire County Cllr Bryan Jones and Monmouthshire County Council Officers, Roger Hoggins, Glyn Edmunds and Anthony Collett.
County Councillor Ann Webb, also in attendance for the presentations, commended the Town Council on the excellent summer floral displays which she felt contributed to the economic well being of the Town by creating a pleasant environment for residents and visitors. 
	71.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr M Brady declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 78. Budget Response.

Cllr Mrs D Dovey declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 78. Budget Response.
Cllr Mrs S Dovey declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 78. Budget Response.


	72.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-
Monday 26th July 2010 – Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau AGM.

Thursday 5th August 2010 - Wye Valley Tour & Its Artists Ministerial visit.
Saturday 7th August 2010 – Air Training Corps Campaign Launch
Saturday 7th August 2010 - Dan Black Fundraising Rally
Friday  13th August 2010 – Charity Ball in aid of Help our Heroes

Saturday 14th August 2010 - Chepstow Agricultural Society President's Drinks Reception.

Sunday 15th August 2010 - SARA Open Day

Thursday 19th August 2010 - Bulwark Payscheme last day party
Saturday 21st August 2010 - Chepstow Gardening Club Annual Show 
Friday 27th August 2010 - Chepstow Cormeilles Twinning Association Reception

Sunday 29th August 2010 - Last Bands on the Bandstand Concert of the year
Friday 3rd September 2010 - Chepstow RFC Ltd - Meeting and Presentation 

Sunday 5th September 2010 - Wreath laying ceremony 

Sunday 5th September 2010 - Fundraising abseil in aid of SARA 

Sunday 5th September 2010 - Reception and last viewing Wye Valley Tour & Its Artists 

Tuesday 14th September 2010 - 1st Rifles Cocktails and Sounding the Retreat, together with the Deputy Mayor and Cllr Ashby.
Friday 17th September 2010 - Johnson's Dry Cleaners opening of  new green earth shop 
The Deputy Town Mayor had attended the following:-

Sunday 12th September 2010 - Pakistan Flood Memorial Service, National Assembly for Wales



	73.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 28th July 2010 were confirmed and signed as a true record.


	74.
	MATTERS ARISING
Item 57. Youth Council.  A initial meeting of interested young people had taken place and a further meeting was planned for Monday 27th September, when elections would be held.  A Member questioned the eligibility of young people who were not residents of Chepstow to participate in the Youth Council and also the arrangements for scrutinizing the elections to the Youth Council.
The meeting was reminded that residence in Chepstow was not essential for the Town Council and therefore had not been proposed for the Youth Council.  However, the young people had been made aware that all projects undertaken/funding etc. would have to be of benefit to people within Chepstow.

The Clerk undertook to attend the next meeting of the Youth Council and to scrutinise the elections

62 (e) Emergency Lift Evacuation Arrangements.  In response to the enquiry of a Member, the Administrative Officer advised that installation of the dedicated hands free telephone system was being progressed.  An order for the works had been raised but works were subject to an eight week lead period.
62(h) Town Arch.  In response to an enquiry of a Member the Clerk explained that the Council’s Surveyor had not been able to further quantify the extent of remedial works required to the Town Arch or their cost at the present time.  He had however, identified that it was likely that the Town Arch would need to be scaffolded and that this could involve road closures.  Owing to the listed status of the Arch it was also likely that CADW would require re-pointing works to be carried out in lime mortar, which had a longer drying time than modern products, thus it might not be appropriate for the works to be undertaken over the wetter winter months.
62 (i) Community Notice Board.  Cllr Havard advised the meeting that she had applied for grant funding for a community notice board within the St Kinsmark area.  The Clerk advised that the community notice board agreed by the last meeting had arrived but that installation would be deferred until the outcome of Cllr Havard’s grant funding application was known.

65 (d) Invitation to attend Minister’s Visit to Chepstow Museum’s The Wye Tour & Its Artists.  The meeting commended the Museum Curator for the excellent exhibition.  The exhibition had generated a great deal of interest locally and nationally and had resulted in an increase in visitor numbers of 62% on the previous year.  Associated events at the Drill Hall had also been extremely well attended.  Members asked the Clerk to write a letter of thanks to the Museum Curator, Ms Rainsbury.


	75.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Draft minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 28th July 2010. 

RESOLVED:

To receive the draft minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 28th July 2010.


	76.
	PROPOSED NEWSLETTER

The meeting considered the draft Chepstow Town Council Newsletter to local residents, arrangements for distributing the newsletter and arrangements for monitoring distribution. 
Owing to the volume of content for this edition of the newsletter it had not been possible to include a page with Members photographs and contact details without either cutting the text substantially or removing photographs.  The possibility of adding a separate a one page insert, into the newsletter, with Member details and a ward boundary map (if available) was therefore considered.
Arrangements for delivering the newsletters were considered and it was noted that whilst local schools and youth groups might be happy to undertake the delivery, it would be difficult and time consuming for the Council’s administrative staff to monitor progress of the delivery.  The possibility of using the Royal Mail service was therefore discussed.
RESOLVED:

	
	(a)
	To agree the content of the draft Chepstow Town Council Newsletter which had been circulated with the agenda, subject to the correction of the two typographical errors identified and the addition of a one page insert to include Members photographs and contact details; 

	
	(b)
	The Newsletter to be printed on non glossy recycled paper, referenced in the document; and,

	
	(c)
	The Clerk to ascertain postage costs using Royal Mail, and subject to costs being within budget to arrange for Royal Mail delivery.


	77. 
	TOWN COUNCIL PRESENCE AT CHEPSTOW AGRICULTURAL SHOW

The meeting noted that the Town Council’s stand at Chepstow Agricultural Show had been extremely successful and had attracted a large number of visitors and praise from other agencies.  The Town Council’s display material was of an extremely high standard, and had been well received.  The Town Mayor thanked Cllr Heywood who had been largely responsible for mounting the exhibition.

Twenty one local residents had completed a questionnaire in respect of the priorities identified by the Council and services provided and the results of the survey had been circulated with the agenda.  A Member suggested that the same survey be included within the Residents Newsletter and be posted to all households.  It was noted that the survey had not been designed with a large volume response in mind and thus interpretation of a large volume of responses would be extremely time consuming and might not be particularly effective.  
The Clerk advised that computer programmes were available which could be used to design questionnaires and subsequently interpret the results of a community survey.  One such programme had been made available by Monmouthshire County Council and had been used successfully by St Arvans and Tintern Community Councils.
The Clerk also advised that One Voice Wales had indicated that they would like to profile the Town Councils’ initiative in attending the local Agricultural Show and the display material produced on their web site as an example of good practice, and sought Members agreement to provide the necessary material.
RESOLVED:

(a) To note the success of the Town Council’s stand at Chepstow Agricultural Show;
(b) To agenda the possible production of a Community Survey for discussion at the next 

      meeting of Council; and,
(c) To authorise the Clerk to respond to the request of One Voice Wales and provide 

      information in respect of the Town Council’s exhibition for use on their web site.



	78.
	BUDGET RESPONSE

The meeting considered the response to the enquiry in respect of precept analysis for the major towns of Monmouthshire which had been drafted by the Clerk.  The meeting commended the Clerk on the very thorough and comprehensive response which had clearly taken considerable time and effort to prepare.  The meeting was advised that the response had been included on the agenda at the request of the last meeting of Council and was therefore in the public domain.  After considerable discussion Members concluded that since the initial enquiry had come from a local branch of a political party, it was inappropriate for the Clerk’s response to be sent.  
RESOLVED:

The Clerk to send the following response.  “After consideration the Full Council did not agree to send a response to your enquiry.”


	79.
	PUBLIC TOILETS 

The meeting considered the Clerk’s report in respect of the possible transfer of Public Conveniences in Chepstow which identified the potential service costs in respect of the Riverside WC and indicative opening/closing and cleaning costs in respect of Public Conveniences at Bank Street and Chepstow Castle.

A Member expressed concern that the County Council proposed to reduce the Public Convenience Service and to either transfer selected facilities to community and town councils or, close them.

RESOLVED:

	
	(a)
	To note the closure of the Healthmatic WC at Bulwark Club; 

	
	(b)
	To note the closure of the Mathern Road WC, Bulwark;

	
	(c)
	To agree to take over full responsibility for Riverside WC, Chepstow with effect from 1st April 2011, having taken account of the potential service costs set out in the Clerk’s report; and,

	
	(d)


	To tender to provide for the opening/closing and cleaning of the Public Conveniences at Bank Street and Chepstow Castle at a cost to be confirmed by the Clerk, in consultation with a Working Party of Members, comprising, the Town Mayor, Chair of Financial Policy and Audit Committee and Cllr Heywood.


	80.
	care& Repair Monmouthshire – proposed handyperson service
The meeting considered the consultation document in respect of Care & Repair Monmouthshire’s proposed Handyperson Service, which had been circulated with the agenda.
The meeting noted whilst the concept behind the “Handy Person Service” was good the costs proposed were prohibitive.  It was suggested that a locally based scheme whereby a register of local suitably qualified and CRB checked “Handy Persons” was maintained and made available to vulnerable and elderly residents would be more cost effective.
RESOLVED:

Not to make a financial contribution towards Care & Repair Monmouthshire’s proposed Handyperson Service.


	81.
	GWENT POLICE AUTHORITY – POLICE REFORM

The meeting noted correspondence received from Gwent Police Authority which outlined the Government’s proposal to introduce Police and Crime Commissioners and, the views of the local Police Authority in respect of the proposal.  



	82.
	SEVERN ESTUARY PARTNERSHIP – INVITATION TO ATTEND FORUM

The meeting noted the invitation to send representatives to the Severn Estuary Forum which would take place at the Armada House Conference Centre, Bristol on Friday, 8th October 2010 at a cost of £40 per delegate.


	83.
	LOWER WYE COMMUNITY SAFETY ACTION TEAM 

Members considered Town Council representation on the Lower Wye Community Safety Action Team (CSAT).

RESOLVED:

Cllr Ms H Beach to be the Council’s representative on the Lower Wye Community Safety Action Team (CSAT).


	84.
	GATEHOUSE FACILITIES MAINTENANCE & INSPECTION 

The meeting considered the Clerk’s report detailing the maintenance and inspection requirement in respect of Gatehouse facilities. 
Members identified two local electrical contractors who might be prepared to undertake Portable Electrical Tests on behalf of the Town Council and suggested that the Clerk might determine which of the contractors to use.  The Clerk explained that as she was not professionally qualified in this area, she would seek the advice of the Council’s surveyor.
RESOLVED:

	
	(a)
	To note the arrangements in place for lift maintenance and accept the quotation of £235.00 plus vat obtained from the Council’s insurers for annual certification;

	
	(b)
	To accept the quotation of £995.00 plus associated start up costs of £275.00 provided by Building Management Solutions for a comprehensive security and alarm maintenance Contract;

	
	(c)
	The Clerk to approach the Council’s Surveyor for advise as to how best to address the requirement for boiler maintenance and inspection; and, the requirement for electrical inspection and testing.


	85.
	LARKFIELD ROUNDABOUT – TRAFFIC CONCERNS

Members considered concerns raised in respect of current traffic management arrangements at Larkfield Roundabout and in particular difficulties arising for vehicles travelling along the A466 to the Link Road at peak periods.  
RESOLVED:

The Clerk to invite representatives of the Welsh Assembly Government and Monmouthshire County Council Highways Department to a meeting with Members in order to discuss their concerns in respect of current traffic management arrangements at Larkfield Roundabout and seek possible remedies.


	86.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 31st July and 31st August 2010 was confirmed


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed in respect of the monthly accounts for July and August 2010.  
                                                   July                         August

Total Payments                    £40,386.75                £103,690.84

Total Receipts                      £  5,254.46                £  29,763.52


	
	(c)
	Mayors For Peace 2020 Vision Campaign

Members considered the request for a financial contribution towards the administrative costs of the Mayors for Peace 2020 Campaign. 

RESOLVED:

To make no financial contribution towards the Mayors for Peace 2020 Campaign. 


	87.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

None.


	88.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

Members noted the following items reported for information:-


	
	(a)
	Society of Local Council Clerks Regional Conference 14th July 2010

The Administrative Officers report of the Society of Local Council Clerks Regional Conference, which took place on 14th July 2010.  


	
	(b)
	Correspondence from former Town Mayor

Correspondence received from a former Town Mayor expressing concern at the format of Mayoral Civic Inaugural Events and the response of the Clerk. 
It was agreed to agenda the format of future Mayoral Civic Inaugural Events for discussion at the next meeting of Council.


	
	(c)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

The minutes of the Chepstow Marketing Committee meetings held on 13th July and 3rd August 2010.  



	
	(d)
	One Voice Wales Newsletter

Copies of the One Voice newsletter, Issue 14 dated July 2010 were available at the meeting. 


	
	(e)
	Ryder Cup 2010 Traffic and Security Arrangements

Correspondence received from Monmouthshire County Council setting out the traffic and security arrangements for the Ryder Cup 2010.  



	
	(f)
	Wales in Bloom 2010

Chepstow had been awarded second prize and a silver gilt in the Small Town Category of the Wales in Bloom Competition 2010.  


	
	(g)
	Horizon Nuclear Power News Release 
Notification that smaller “hybrid” cooling towers were being proposed for the new nuclear plant at Oldbury.


	89.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence set out in the schedule circulated with the agenda.
With the consent of the Chairman, the Clerk reported the following items of correspondence for Members information, which had been received too late to be included on the agenda, but which would time expire before the next meeting:



	
	(a)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Invitation to attend Annual Standards Conference on 14th October 2010.

	
	(b)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Notification of town centre survey taking place over the next two weeks.

	
	(c)
	Shelter Cymru – Invitation to launch of “The Work It Out Project” on 6th October 2010.

	
	(d) 
	SARA – Details of Charity ball to take place on 30th October 2010

	
	(e)
	GAVO – Invitation to attend AGM on 14th October 2010

	
	(f)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Notification of temporary speed restriction on A466 on 30th October 2010 for major event.

	
	(g)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Invitation to take part in 10:10:10 celebrations.


	90.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.
It was reported that there appeared to be a proliferation of advertising A Boards within Lower Chepstow.
The exterior refurbishment and redecoration of the White Lion Public House was commended, it was felt that the works had greatly enhanced the area.

The Chepstow Society thanked the Town Council for making their premises available for the Heritage Open Days on 4th and 5th September 2010.

A Member reported that a gas pipe had been fitted, by Monmouthshire Housing, to the exterior of a property in Thornwell, and expressed concern for the safety of local residents.  The Member undertook to provide the Clerk with full details, in order that she might raise the matter with Monmouthshire Housing.

Concern was expressed that the notice of alcohol licence application on display in Moor Street appeared to involve an extension of one hour, from 10.00pm to 11.00pm on the current licence.

A Member expressed concern at the volume of litter dropped around the area.

It was reported that there was a need for additional sports pitches in the area and suggested that an approach be made to Monmouthshire County Council in order to ascertain the nearest available land within there ownership or control.

Concerns were expressed with regard to the road works currently taking place in Welsh Street.



	91.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Review of Council Policy in respect of Town Mayors Inaugural Event
Community Survey

Youth Council - Update



	92.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 27th October 2010 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.




CLOSE:- This completed the business of meeting at 9.15pm
Signed…………………………CHAIRMAN            Date…………………
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