CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in The Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow 

on Wednesday 22nd June 2011 at 7.00pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr H Hodges (Town Mayor) 

Councillors:
H Ashby, Ms H Beach, M Brady, D Dovey,
Mrs S Dovey, Mrs Y Havard, N Heywood, P Hobson, 
A Redhead, Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter
Apologies:  

Cllr Ms M Lewis
In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk),

   


Mrs L Allen (Administrative Officer)



Miss K Haddock (Administrative Officer)

Prior to the commencement of the business of the meeting Members received a presentation from Mr Paul Matthews, Chief Executive Monmouthshire County Council.  Mr Matthews outlined the challenges facing the County Council, its successes and achievements and priorities for the future.

	35.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.



	36.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Town Mayor reported the deaths of Canon John Harris and, Dr Ben Brookshaw a former head of the local comprehensive school.

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-

Thursday, 26th May – Monmouthshire District Scouts Annual General Meeting.
Sunday 12th June - Monmouth Town Council Civic Service

Friday 17th June – North Monmouthshire Music Center Summer Prom

Monday 20th June 2011 – Pembroke Primary School Bike Club

The Deputy Town Mayor had attended the following:-

Sunday 12th June 2011 – Royal British Legion Great Poppy Party at the Drill Hall



	37.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 25th May 2011 were confirmed and signed as a true record.


	38.
	MATTERS ARISING

None.


	39.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

The minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 25th May 2011 and 8th June 2011. 

RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 25th May 2011 and 8th June 2011.



	40.
	THORNWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL

The meeting noted the exceptional community response following the recent fire at Thornwell Primary School.  The meeting was advised that local community contributions had been remarkable and that the response of the staff at Thornwell Primary School and Monmouthshire County Council officers to the emergency had been excellent, and had enabled the school to become operational within days.

RESOLVED:

The Clerk to write to Thornwell School commending the efforts of staff and extending an offer of support from the Town Council.



	41.
	GOVERNING BODY PEMBROKE PRIMARY SCHOOL

The meeting noted that the term of office of Chepstow Town Council’s representative to the Governing Body of Pembroke Primary School, Councillor Ms Hilary Beach, would come to an end on 31st August 2011.  Members considered a further nomination. 

RESOLVED:

To nominate Cllr Ms H Beach as the Town Councils representative on the Governing Body of Pembroke Primary School, for a further term of office.


	42.
	ANNUAL REPORT
The meeting received and considered the Annual Report for 2010/2011 which had been circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED:

That the Annual Report for 2010/2011, subject to minor amendment identified at the meeting and the inclusion of a reference to the Council’s “stand still” budget, form the bases of the next Town Council Newsletter.



	43.
	MUSIC ON THE BANDSTAND

Members noted the Administrative Officer’s report, circulated with the agenda, which detailed progress on the summer 2011 Music on the Bandstand events.  

The meeting was advised that Monmouthshire County Council had recommended that the Town Council purchase a noise meter, in order to closely monitor the volume of performances at the Bandstand and that there was sufficient funding within the budget for the purchase of this piece of equipment.


	44.
	USE OF COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARDS

The meeting considered the Clerks report, circulated with the agenda, which outlined the proposal received in respect of the future use of the Town Council’s Notice Boards.  
RESOLVED:

To agree the following use of the Town Councils Notice Boards:-
(a) Notice Board adjacent to the Town Council Offices – to be the Town Council’s recognised notice board for the display of statutory notice of meetings etc.  

(b) Community Notice Boards at Bulwark Shops, Bayfields Play Area and Garden City to be used primarily for the display of community information.  Copies of the Town Council newsletter, Councillors contact details and ward boundaries, a list of all ordinary meetings of Council and web site details linking to agendas and minutes to also be displayed.

(c) The Town Clerk to be responsible for the control of material displayed on all notice boards and administrative staff to update boards on a weekly basis.



	45.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 30th April and 30th May 2011 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed for the monthly accounts for April and May 2011. 
                                                April 2011                           May 2011

Total Payments                      £  18,728.53                          £58,906.04

Total Receipts                        £109,533.99                         £   9,612.37


	
	(c)
	Gwent Association of Voluntary Organisations – CFAP Small Grant Scheme 2011/2012

Members noted the availability of the Communities Facilities and Activities Small Capital Grants Scheme.



	
	(d)
	Gatehouse Urgent Repairs

The Clerk advised that the keypad lock to the inner lobby door of the Gatehouse had jammed on Friday 10th June and that the lock had therefore been temporarily removed.  Arrangements were now in hand for a replacement keypad to be fitted.

The Clerk further advised that lead had been stolen from the ground floor bay window of the Gatehouse and that this had been detected on Wednesday 15th June 2011.  The lead had been recovered and the perpetrator convicted.  The Clerk had arranged for plastic sheeting to be put over the roof as an emergency measure in order to ensure that the premises were weatherproof.  The estimated value of the lead was approximately £700 to £800 and the potential cost of the repairs would be in the region of £2,500.  The Council’s insurers had been notified.
In view of the value of the lead and the vulnerability of the bay roof, the Clerk had contacted the County Council’s Listed Building Officer to enquire whether an alternative product, such as “Terne coated stainless steel”, might be used in this location.

In the event that the Town Council were required to repair the bay roof in lead, the Council’s Contractor had recommended that it would be wise to fibreglass the plywood sub base before fixing new lead, as if the lead were stolen again, the roof would still be waterproof.  The Contractor had further suggested treating any new lead with anti graffiti/theft solution.  The Clerk sought Members views on the options for the repair of the bay window roof.

RESOLVED:

That subject to the agreement of Monmouthshire County Council’s Listed Building Officer the bay roof be recovered using “Terne coated stainless steel” or a similar product.

In the event that lead replacement was required, to fibreglass the plywood sub base before fixing new lead treated with anti graffiti/theft solution.


	
	(e)
	Riverside Public Conveniences

The meeting considered the proposal arising from CSAT that the area to the rear of the Riverside Public Conveniences be securely fenced in order to deter anti social behaviour in the area.  The meeting was advised that Monmouthshire County Council had undertaken to meet the installation, maintenance and cleansing costs associated with these works.
RESOLVED:

To agree that the area to the rear of the Riverside Public Conveniences be securely fenced in order to deter anti social behaviour in the area subject to Monmouthshire County Council meeting the installation, maintenance and cleansing costs associated with the work.



	46.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

	
	(a)
	A466 Workshop Meeting

The meeting considered the minutes of the A466 Workshop meeting held on 23rd May 2011, which had been circulated with the agenda.  Members expressed concern at the options proposed and requested that the Clerk write to Monmouthshire County Council recommending that they reject the proposals put forward by Capita Symonds.


	47.
	MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984/Town Police Clauses Act 1847

	
	(a)
	Chepstow Carnival Temporary Street Closure

Members noted the proposed temporary rolling road closure of Bulwark Road, A48, B4293, Moor Street, High Street, Middle Street, Bridge Street and St Ann Street from 12.00 noon to 12.45 pm on Saturday 25th June to facilitate the annual Chepstow Carnival. 


	
	(b)
	Chepstow Weekend of Music and Dance Temporary Street Closure

Members noted the proposed temporary road closure of the Wye Bridge, Chepstow from 7.00am to 18.00pm on Saturday 2nd July 2011 and 10.00am to 1400pm on Sunday 3rd July 2011 to facilitate the annual Chepstow Weekend of Music and Dance. 


	
	(c)
	Fair View and The Paddock Chepstow Temporary Street Closure

Members noted the proposed temporary road closure of Fair View and The Paddock from 9.00am to 15 30pm for a period of 6 weeks from 4th July 2011 to facilitate carriage way resurfacing works.  


	
	(d)
	Mounton Road Temporary Street Closure

Members noted the proposed temporary road closure of Mounton Road from 9.00am to 15 30pm for a period of 4 weeks from 11th July 2011 to facilitate carriage way resurfacing works.  


	48.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

The following items were reported for Members information:-


	
	(a)
	Chepstow Chamber of Commerce 

The minutes of the Chepstow Chamber of Commerce meeting held on 12th May 2011 and 2nd June 2011. 


	
	(b)
	Monmouthshire County Council - Road Safety Update

Monmouthshire County Council Road Safety Update February to April 2011.  



	
	(c)
	Lower Wye Area Committee

The minutes of the Lower Wye Area Committee Meeting held on 6th April 2011.  


	
	(d)
	Queens Award Thorwell Football Club

Notification that Thornwell Football Club had been awarded the Queens Award for voluntary service.  


	
	(e)
	Chepstow Air Quality Action Plan and Report

Copies of Monmouthshire County Council’s Air Quality Action Plan and Report which were available at the meeting.

Members indicated that they wished to receive a presentation from Monmouthshire County Council’s Specialist Environmental Health Officer in respect of these documents.



	
	(f)
	Proposed Scottish Power gas-fired Avon Power Station

Avon Power Station Consultation News detailing consultative arrangements in respect of the proposed gas-fired Avon Power Station.



	
	(g)
	Future of Tourism in the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Correspondence outlining the arrangements for the preparation of a tourism strategy and action plan for the next five years in respect of the Wye Valley AONB.  


	49.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence set out in the schedule circulated with the agenda.



	50.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE
A Member questioned whether Monmouthshire County Council had made provision for the re-routing of bus services and notification to service users during the temporary road closure of Mounton Road and Fairview. 

The meeting was advised that large quantities of black refuse sacks were being put out in the Gwy Court area excessively in advance of the due collection date.  The bags appeared to emanate from Monmouthshire Housing properties and were being left at the Drill Hall and Chepstow Museum and were causing a particular problem.

The meeting was advised that the Lower Wye Area Committee would shortly be visiting the Oldbury and Berkley Power Stations.



	51..
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
Presentation from Monmouthshire County Council’s Specialist Environmental Health Officer regarding the Air Quality Action Plan and Report.


	52.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

To confirm that the next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 27th July 2011 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse,
High Street, Chepstow.


CLOSE:- This completed the business of meeting at 8.40pm

Signed………………………………………                            Date…………………

CHAIRMAN
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