CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Town Amenities Committee Meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street Chepstow on Wednesday 16th September 2009 

Present:

Chairman:

Cllr Mrs J Robbins
Councillors:

H Ashby, Mrs Y Havard, N Heywood, 

Ms M Lewis, P Rutter, 
Apologies:

Cllr H Hodges, Cllr S Sullivan
In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell (Town Clerk)  Mrs L Allen (Admin Officer)
	10.
	Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda.

None.



	11.
	Minutes

The Minutes of the Town Amenities Committee meeting held on Wednesday 17th June 2009 were confirmed and signed as correct.


	12.
	Matters Arising

None.


	13.
	Wales in Bloom 2009



	
	(a)
	The meeting noted the Town Council’s success in achieving second prize and a silver gilt award in the Small Town category of the Wales in Bloom 2009 Competition.  Members commended the Administrative Officer for her excellent work which had played such an important part in the Town’s entry 

The meeting considered in detail the judges report which had been circulated with the agenda noting in particular the following areas for improvement:-

Section A: Horticultural Achievement – More height in the barrels and raised beds to make more of a statement – maybe using “dot plants” such as seedling Eucalyptus globulus or Grevillea robusta which were less expensive than Cordylines. 
The Clerk undertook to raise the judge’s observations in respect of horticultural achievement with the Council’s nursery contractor.

Section B: Environmental Responsibility – Maybe interpretation boards on the riverside, outlining wildlife to be seen in the area.

The meeting was advised that the Chepstow Society had received some grant funding for interpretation boards and it was suggested that the Town Council might work with the Chepstow Society on this project, providing match funding if required.
It was further suggested that the provision of interpretation boards might be an appropriate subject for a future CEDS Grant.

Section C: Community Participation - Perhaps extend the “driving tour” to include outlying areas and more residential gardens.

It was suggested that 2010 “driving tour” might also take in some of the gardens of the 2009 Chepstow Community Gardening Competition winners and the Chepstow Hospital site.
Other suggestions for improvement included:-

The reintroduction of Mount Way, in the “walk round” route.

Investigating options for sustainable planting.

Additional planting in the raised beds alongside Hanbury House on the approach to Somerfield Store and at Nelson Street car park.

The potential development of a pond.


	
	(b) 
	Members noted concerns raised in respect of watering arrangements in 2009 and considered how these might be best addressed in the future.

It was noted that the hanging baskets and tubs were delivered dry in view of their weight when wet.  This however, had meant that the baskets were slow to develop initially.  It was also noted that if the weather was also dry during the week following delivery the baskets might not recover fully.  

The Clerk advised that a number of traders had complained that their shop windows were being stained during the course of basket watering and that the watering contractor had recommended that where possible hanging brackets be relocated to the side of windows rather than directly in front of them.
RESOLVED:

That all baskets and displays be watered twice daily for the first week following their delivery in 2010; and,

to investigate the relocation of those hanging baskets away from windows where watering had caused difficulties in the current year.


	14.
	Floral Displays 2010


	
	(a) 
	The meeting reviewed the 2009 floral displays and considered a colour scheme and plant selection for 2010.  

It was noted that the large geranium displays had blocked the pavements in places this year causing difficulties for people with wheelchairs and push chairs and that these displays needed to be more carefully sited in future.
Members discussed the possibility of involving Chepstow Gardening Club and other community groups in the planting up of barrels for 2010.
The use of alliums in some of the barrels was discussed.

RESOLVED:

The 2010 planting scheme to be based on the highly successful 2007 scheme of hot oranges and yellow theme for the hanging baskets of orange and apricot trailing begonias, helichrysum gold, orange diascia, yellow sanvitalia astoriscus, orange busy lizzies and creeping jenny to complement barrels planted with New Guinea impatien orange and variegated cordylines for 2010 and, the recommendations in respect of horticultural achievement made by the 2009 Wales in Bloom judge to be incorporated were possible; 
to retain ten barrels fir local planting at the end of the current season; and,

to set aside one or two barrels for planting with alliums.


	
	(b) 
	The meeting considered planter requirements for 2010 including:-

Replacement of two barrier baskets Old Wye Bridge lost/damaged during the Summer at a cost of approximately £260 plus vat.

Replacement barrels (pallet of 24) £312 plus vat.

Repair of one two tier barrel display for which an estimated cost has still to be confirmed.

RESOLVED:

To purchase two replacement barrier baskets for the Old Wye Bridge at a cost of approximately £260 plus vat, a pallet of 24 barrels estimated to cost £312 plus vat and to authorise the repair of one two tier barrel display for which an estimated cost had still to be confirmed.



	15.
	Christmas Lighting 2009



	
	(a)
	Members noted that lighting contractors had recommended blue/white LED bulbs for the town centre displays and considered the sample light obtained and on display at the meeting.  

RESOLVED:

To purchase blue/white LED bulbs for the town centre displays. (Local Government Act 1972 s144).


	
	(b)
	The meeting considered quotations received for a new three year contract for Christmas lighting maintenance, installation and removal and, the town centre Switch On Event.  The Clerk advised that although four companies had been approached for quotations, only one had provided a quotation.
RESOLVED:
To accept the quotation of £15,000 provided by Soundbase UK Ltd for Christmas lighting maintenance, installation and removal and, the town centre Switch On Event.  (Local Government Act 1972 s144).



	
	(c)
	Members considered the draft programme for the 2009 Town Centre Switch On Event to take place on Saturday, 28th November 2009 which had been circulated with the agenda and discussed arrangements for the evening.
RESOLVED:

(i) To agree the draft programme for the 2009 Town Centre Switch On Event to take place on Saturday, 28th November 2009 which had been circulated with the agenda and to invite Chepstow Singing Club to perform from 3.45pm to 4.15pm;

(ii) Father Christmas to appear in the evening only;

(iii) Not to provide fruit for general distribution but to contribute towards the cost of sweets, if required; and

(iv) the successful Christmas card designer be invited to switch on the Christmas lights, together with the Town Mayor.


	16..
	Town Publications

Members received an update on progress with the following town publications:-



	
	(a)
	What’s On Guide

Examples of the “What’s On Guide” were tabled for information and it was noted that the guide was extremely well received.


	
	(b)
	Residents News Letter

The latest draft of the Residents News Letter, which took into account the amendments recommended by Council, was tabled for information.


	
	(c)
	Information Guides.

Draft information leaflets, depicting the town centre regeneration scheme art work and the poetry bands were tabled.  Members were advised that work had also commenced on the production of “Where to Eat” and “Where to Stay” guides.
Members noted the excellent progress being made by the Marketing Committee and commended the group on their hard work.



	17.
	Budget Requirements for 2010/2011

Members considered the Town Amenities Committee Budget requirements for 2010/2011.
RESOLVED:

To recommend the following budget increases:-

2241: Plant Watering increase budget provision by £1,500 to £10,000 based on current years costs.

2250: Pre judging prune/sweep etc increase budget provision by £500 to £2,000 based on current years costs.

New Budget Item:  Promoting Chepstow to match fund the cost of road closures and events £4,600.


	8.
	Items for Next Meeting



	9.
	Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Town Amenities Committee will be held on Wednesday 11th November 2009 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.




CLOSE:  This completed the business of the meeting at 7.45pm
Signed……………………………


Date…………………….

CHAIRMAN
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