CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Town Amenities Committee Meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street Chepstow on Wednesday 16th June 2010 

Present:

Chairman:

Cllr Mrs J Robbins
Councillors:

Mrs Y Havard, N Heywood,  P Rutter, 
Apologies:

Cllr H Hodges, Cllr Ms M Lewis
	1.
	Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda.

None.



	2.
	Minutes

The minutes of the Town Amenities Committee meeting held on Wednesday 16th September 2009 were confirmed and signed as correct.


	3.
	Matters Arising

Item 13 (b)  Wales in Bloom 2009 – Watering Arrangements  The Clerk advised that she had received a complaint from the Beaufort Hotel with regard to staining of windows following watering and that she had therefore taken this up with the Council’s watering contractor.  The Council’s watering contractor had advised that as the hanging baskets were delivered and erected in a relatively dry state they required heavy watering initially and thus some spillage could not easily be avoided.  The contractor had undertaken to take extra care when watering at the Beaufort Hotel in future, but had also explained that the location of the baskets, shape of premise frontage etc, did cause particular difficulties.


	4.
	Wales in Bloom 2009

The meeting considered the Clerk’s report in respect of Chepstow in Bloom outlining progress in respect of  following:-


	
	(a)
	Wales in Bloom Gardening Competition

The Committee noted that owing to difficulties in obtaining entry forms and information for the “Wales in Bloom Schools Painting Competition” it had not been possible for local schools to enter the competition.

The four local primary schools had therefore been invited to participate in the Town Council’s own “Chepstow In Bloom Painting Competition”, the rules and requirements of which mirrored those of Wales in Bloom.
Unfortunately, however, none of the schools had agreed to participate in the competition.
Members expressed disappointment in the lack of interest shown by the schools and suggested that Members who represented the Town Council on the Governing Bodies of the local primary schools might wish to register these concerns at a future meeting of the Governing Bodies.



	
	(b)
	Chepstow Community Gardening Competition

The Clerk advised that details of the 2010 Chepstow in Bloom Gardening Competition had been widely advertised and several entries had been received.

Judging would take place during the last two weeks of July.

Chepstow and District Gardening Club had kindly agreed that the prizes might be awarded at their Annual Flower Show on Saturday, 21st August 2010 at The Drill Hall.

Properts, Solicitors, Estate Agents and Notaries had kindly agreed to donate a 

perpetual trophy.

Members considered arrangements for judging the Chepstow in Bloom Community Gardening Competition and appropriate prizes.

RESOLVED:

(i)  The Town Mayor, Chair of Town Amenities and a representative from 

      Chepstow and District Gardening Club (if available) to judge the Chepstow 

      in Bloom Community Gardening Competition; and

(ii) The budget of £500 for the event to be allocated £400 to prizes, including 

      Garden Centre tokens, and £100 contribution towards reception costs.  



	
	(c)
	Summer Floral Displays

The Clerk advised that quotations for watering had been sought from two contractors however, one anticipated a particularly heavy workload from Newport as a consequence of the Ryder Cup and had therefore declined to quote.  The other local contractor had provided a quotation which was comparable with the previous year and had therefore been appointed.

The meeting was advised that the planting of the community flower beds by the local primary schools had been completed during the week commencing 24th May 2010 and had proved to be a very time consuming exercise this year.  Strawberry and tomato hanging baskets had also been delivered to the schools.
The Clerk advised that the final floral hanging baskets and tubs had been delivered earlier in the day.  There had been difficulties in Thomas Street as

Monmouthshire County Council’s street maintenance staff had removed the Town Council’s hanging basket brackets from lamp columns when repainting them, however, the Clerk had been assured that the brackets would be replaced urgently and thus it was anticipated that the hanging baskets would be erected in Thomas Street by the weekend.
Members noted that in this year only 17 businesses had ordered hanging baskets as compared to 37 businesses in 2009.  The Clerk advised that this fall in orders and late notification to the floral contractor, together with the removal/relocation of some three lamp columns had resulted in a surplus of approximately 20 hanging baskets.

RESOLVED:

To try to sell as many of the surplus baskets as possible, at a discounted price if necessary.  



	
	(d)
	Wales in Bloom Competition

The meeting was advised that the Judges Portfolio was progressing and that Members’ contributions/photographs etc had been of tremendous help.

The Council had been notified that formal judging of the Town would be undertaken by Mr Jim Knight on Monday 5th July 2010 at 2.00pm.  

Monmouthshire County Council’s Grounds Maintenance and Street Cleansing staff had been notified of the judging date and time and had been asked to undertake prejudging grass cutting/pruning/litter picking etc. 

It was proposed to create a display in the Council Chamber, for the formal judging day, using extracts from the portfolio for the judge to see prior to commencing the judging walk.

Members considered: the walked judging route which had been circulated with the agenda; the driven judging route; pre judging arrangements; and arrangements during the formal judging.
RESOLVED:

(i)   To follow the walked judging route which had been circulated with the 

       agenda but in order to save time, to terminate the walk at the Berkley Centre 

       and to commence the driving tour at that stage;

(ii)  The Chair of Town Amenities to arrange and undertake the driving tour, 

       incorporating Chepstow Hospital, Pembroke Primary School, the Danes Play 

       Area viewed from Kingsmark Ave, and Bayfield gardens, if possible.

(iii) All Councillors to be asked to support and if possible litter pick on Monday, 

       5th July 2010 prior to the judging.
(iv) The Town Mayor and Chair of Town Amenities to accompany the judge on 

       the day during the walking and driven routes.



	5.
	Christmas Lighting 2010



	
	(a)
	Lighting Requirement 2010
The meeting considered additional Christmas lighting requirements for 2010.  It was suggested that the main town tree would benefit from additional lights.  

The Clerk advised that she had tried to contact the Council’s Christmas lighting Contractor to seek his advice as to any additional lighting requirement for 2010, but had been unable to do so.  The Clerk was however, aware that the lighting in the trees in Welsh Street and Beaufort Square was a number of years old and might need renewing and that additional star lamp column displays were required.
RESOLVED:

To delegate authority to the Clerk, in consultation with the Chair of Town Amenities, to purchase any additional lighting required for Christmas 2010 up to the limit of the budgetary provision, following discussion with the Council’s Christmas Lighting Contractor.



	
	(b)
	Christmas Light Switch On Event 2010

The meeting considered the timing of the 2010 Christmas Light Switch One Event

RESOLVED:
To confirm that the town centre Christmas Light Switch One Event would take place on Saturday, 27th November 2010 commencing at approximately 2.00pm.



	6.
	Items for Next Meeting

Replacement of Two Tier Planters


	7.
	Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Town Amenities Committee will be held on Wednesday 
8th September 2010 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.




CLOSE:  This completed the business of the meeting at 7.00pm
Signed……………………………


Date…………………….

CHAIRMAN
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