CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
 Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in The Drill Hall, Lower Church Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 24th June 2009 at 7.15pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr H Ashby 

Councillors:
Ms H Beach, M Brady, D Dovey, Mrs S Dovey, 

Mrs Y Havard, N Heywood, H Hodges, Ms M Lewis, 
Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter, A Watts

Apologies:  

Cllr Cllr P Hobson, Cllr S Sullivan


In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk),

   


Mrs L Allen (Administrative Officer)

Prior to the business of the meeting Members received a presentation from E- ON regarding the potential development of additional nuclear power facilities at Oldbury which was attended by members of the public.

At the start of the business of the meeting Cllr A Watts raised a point of order and stated that having spoken to the Monitoring Officer he was of the opinion that the meeting was unlawful and should not proceed, citing the fact that the previous meeting had been suspended and that he had left and had not been notified when it would be reconvened.
The Chairman indicated that he was satisfied that this evening’s meeting had been properly and lawfully called and with the consent of the meeting proceeded with the business of the meeting.
	44.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllrs Martin Brady, Ned Heywood, Marian Lewis and Jane Robbins declared an interest in Item 61 (f) Asset Disposal in respect of their membership of the Drill Hall Management Committee.



	45.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-

Saturday 13th June 2009 – Gwent Music Support Service Concert 

Sunday 14th June 2009 – Monmouth Town Council Civic Service
Thursday 18th June 2009 Town Award presentation to Lorna Corbin

Saturday 20th June 2009 – Armed Forces Day Parade and Service

Sunday 21st June 2009 – Monmouthshire County Council Civic Service

Monday 22nd June 2009 – Chepstow School AS & A2 level Art Exhibition, together with the Deputy Town Mayor

Tuesday 23rd June 2009 – Marie Currie Tea Party at Bulwark Community Centre

The Deputy Town Mayor had attended:-

Sunday 21st June 2009 – Usk Town Council Civic Service.



	46.
	MINUTES

Cllr Watts challenged the accuracy of the minutes on the grounds that the meeting had been suspended and that he had left the meeting and had not been advised of when it would be reconvened.  Clr Watts maintained that the meeting had been terminated by the Chairman as he had “banged the gavel twice”.
Cllr Watts again maintained that this evening’s meeting could not proceed as it was an improper and illegal meeting and added that the minutes of the previous meeting could not be signed.  

Cllr Watts was reminded that the previous meeting had been suspended to enable order to be restored.  Cllr Wats was advised that the Clerk had left the Council Chamber to look for Cllr Watts and, Cllrs Kirton and Sullivan, who had also left the meeting but had been unable to locate them.  
Cllr Watts stated that the Council was guilty of misadministration and stated that he proposed to leave the meeting and wished the time of his departure be recorded.



	Cllr Watts left the meeting at 7.30pm



	
	Cllr Beach challenged the accuracy of the minutes of the meeting on 27th May 2009 with regard to Item 22 Electronic Recording of Council Meetings on the basis that she had been stopped from reading her full statement.

The meeting was of the opinion that this matter had been accurately dealt with in the minutes of the meeting of 27th My 2009.

RESOLVED:

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 27th May 2009 were `confirmed and signed as a true record.


	47.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 37 (c) Insurance – The Clerk reported that she had received the alternative quotation from insurers together with an undertaking that the policy would be on a like for like basis.  The Company had indicated that they would be happy to quote again in 2010 and felt that now that they had the base information an accurate quotation might be provided more promptly.

Item 41 (c) Hereford to Monmouth Bus Service – The Clerk read the response received from Monmouthshire County Council which stated that the appropriate notices had been displayed at bus stops as soon as the County Council had been made aware that the bus service was to be suspended.

Item 41 (e) Old Wye Bridge Repairs – The Clerk read the response from Monmouthshire County Council which explained that the repair works to the Bridge were complicated and would proceed in the late Summer/early Autumn. 
Members noted the response and expressed their concern that there appeared to have been a ten mouth delay in the commissioning of the repair works.


	48.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Draft minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 27th May and 10th June 2009. 
RESOLVED:

To receive the draft minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 27th May and 10th June 2009.

Cllr D Dovey asked that it be formally recorded that he was not a Member of the Town Council’s Planning and Administration Committee.



	
	(b)
	Finance Committee

Draft minutes of the extraordinary meeting of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting held on 10th June 2009. 
RESOLVED:

To receive the draft minutes of the extraordinary meeting of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting held on 10th June 2009.



	
	(c)
	Personnel Committee

Draft minutes of the extraordinary meeting of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 10th June 2009.

RESOLVED:
To receive the draft minutes of the extraordinary meeting of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 10th June 2009.

FUERTHER RESOLVED:

To confirm the Council’s support for Resolution 5.(a) “To proceed with a review of the Council’s staffing requirements in relation to workload.”



	49.
	MAYORESS’S CHAIN

Members noted that the immediate past Town Mayor and Mayoress, Cllrs D Dovey and Mrs S Dovey, had kindly donated a gold chain suitable to carry the Mayoress’s pendant to the Town Council, for use by the current and future Mayoress.

The meeting expressed their appreciation to Cllrs D Dovey and Mrs S Dovey and requested that the chain be added to the Council’s Asset Register and Insurance Schedule.

The issue of a Consort’s badge and neck chains for the Mayor and Deputy Mayor’s Chains was raised and it was agreed that discussion of these items be placed on the next agenda.



	50.
	DOG WASTE AND LITTER BINS

The meeting considered the Clerk’s report, which had been circulated with the agenda, in respect of additional dog waste and litter bins.  
The report identified the following potential locations for additional dog waste disposal bins:-

St Kingsmark Ward:  1 at Woolpitch Wood where the footpath exits out onto 

                                    Mounton Road, near the gates/style.

                                   1 at Welsh Street along from the Comprehensive School

Thornwell Ward:        1 at Bluebell Drive (south end where it meets Caernarfon Way 

                                     and where there is an entrance to Warren Slade Woods

St Christophers Ward: 1 at the Warren (this would be a second bin)

                                     1 at Bulwark Avenue, The Triangle.

The requirement for a further bin in St Kingsmark Ward, adjacent to the litter bin in Kingsmark Avenue, was identified to the meeting.

Cllr Beach enquired as to the progress in relocating the dog waste bin from Channel View to the Wye Valley Link Road and was advised that the necessary consents had now been obtained and that a site visit was to be arranged with the trunk road agency, the Town Council’s contractor and the Administrative Officer.  In the discussion following it appeared that there had been some confusion as to the precise location of this bin.  Cllr Beach therefore undertook to contact the Administrative Officer to arrange a site visit with the appropriate personnel.
RESOLVED:

To purchase and install the six additional dog waste disposal bins identified above, subject to the necessary consents being obtained, and to undertake their regular emptying and maintenance.  (Litter Act 1983 ss 5)



	51.
	BULWARK ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS

The meeting considered correspondence received from a local architectural practice expressing an interest in assisting with the Bulwark Environmental Improvement project.

RESOLVED:

To note the correspondence and to further consider the matter at the next meeting of the Council when the Member’s report on progress towards establishing a working group of residents and Town Councillors formed to identify what and where improvements could be made and to actively seek grant funding for feasibility and design studies in Bulwark, was to be received. 



	52.
	ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL – IMPROVEMENTS TO PIGGY HILL PARK

Members considered correspondence received from St Mary’s Catholic Primary School requesting improvements to Piggy Hill Park and enclosing suggested designs.  

The meeting expressed their appreciation for the work undertaken by the children and a number of options were considered as to how their request might be progressed.

RESOLVED:

Larkfield Ward Members to work with St Mary’s Catholic Primary School to prepare a comprehensive grant funding application aimed at securing new safe and sustainable play equipment, additional litter bins and benches for Piggy Hill Park.



	53.
	COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDER SCHEME

The meeting considered a request received from a local resident seeking Town Council support to assist a local “Community First Responder Scheme” get off the ground by providing accommodation for initial meetings free of charge.  
RESOLVED:

To provide support to a local “Community First Responder Scheme” initiative by providing accommodation for initial meetings free of charge.  



	54.
	WYE VALLEY AONB ANNUAL STUDY TOUR 

The meeting noted the invitation for two Members to attend the AONB Annual Study Tour on Friday, 25th September 2008 which would focus on Herefordshire this year.  Members were advised that a charge would be made towards the cost of lunch and the coach provided for the tour.

RESOLVED:

The Mayor and Deputy Mayor to attend the AONB Annual Study Tour on Friday, 25th September 2008.



	55.
	MCC – ADMISSION FORUM VACANCIES

The meeting noted correspondence received from Monmouthshire County Council in respect of vacancies on the Monmouthshire School Admission Forum.  

Cllr M Brady and Ms M Lewis expressed an interest in participating in the forum.

RESOLVED:

To nominate Cllr M Brady and Ms M Lewis as community representatives on Momouthshire County Council Admission Forum.


	56.
	NEW FORUM BASED WEB SITE

The meeting considered correspondence received regarding a new forum based community website and the offer of a sub forum on the website for Town Council use.  
RESOLVED:

To note the correspondence and to decline the offer of a sub forum on the website for Town Council use at the present time.


	57.


	SUSTRANS –PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON CYCLE ROUTE FROM CHEPSTOW TO TINTERN

The meeting noted that Sustrans would shortly be holding three public consultation meetings in respect of the cycle route from Chepstow to Tintern and that the Chepstow consultation would take place at the Methodist Church Hall on Saturday, 4th July from 10.00am to 5.00pm.



	58.
	ELECTRONIC RECORDING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

Members considered the Clerk’s report regarding the electronic recording of Council meetings which had been circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED:
(a)  To note that it is the policy of the Council that the proceedings of meetings are 

       not to be electronically recorded by Members or members of the press and 

       public without the prior consent of the meeting; and,

(b)  To add to the Council policy on recording meetings that: any request to 

       electronically record a meeting must be agreed by the meeting before any 

       recording device is switched on; that the recording device must be placed in a 

       location visible to all members of the meeting throughout the recording of the 

       meeting; that the meeting is advised as to when the recording device is switched 

       on and off; and that a full copy of any recording made is made available to the 

       Council if requested. 


	59.
	SEVERN PRINCESS RESTORATION GROUP

The meeting received the engineers report with regard to the Severn Princess.  

There was considerable discussion with regard to Council’s procedures in agreeing grant funding for the Severn Princess and progress in the restoration of the ferry.

A Member raised a concern that the grant payment to the Severn Princess should have been reported to the Financial Policy and Audit Committee for their recommendation.  The Clerk advised that the grant application had been reported to the meeting of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee, but that the meeting had been inquorate and at the request of those Members of the Committee who had been present, the funding request had been referred to the next Full Council meeting.

RESOLVED:

To note the engineers report with regard to the Severn Princess.  



	60.
	CASTLE VIEW HOTEL – PROPOSED BRANDING

The meeting noted that the Castle View Hotel wished to update it’s branding to include the Town Council crest.

Members expressed concern that the use of the Town Council Crest might imply the support or endorsement of the Town Council and was therefore inappropriate. 

RESOLVED:

The Clerk to write to the proprietor of the Castle View Hotel expressing the Town Council’s concern at the proposed use of it’s crest as part of the hotel’s branding on the grounds that such use might imply support or endorsement and recommending that the Hotel consider the use of a more appropriate image, for example, Chepstow Castle.



	61.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 30th April and 29th May 2009 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

The monthly accounts for April and May 2009 were adopted.

                                     April                             May
Total Receipts          £96,977.51                   £33,626.96
Total Payments        £34,608.49                   £17,587.76


	
	(c)
	Tidy Towns/Tidy Local Communities – Funding Opportunity

The meeting noted correspondence received outlining the potential for “equipment loan” and grant funding under the Tidy Towns Initiative.  
RESOLVED:

To apply for “equipment loan” and grant funding under the Tidy Towns Initiative when undertaking future community litter pick initiatives.



	
	(d)
	Secret Millionaire – Funding Opportunity

The meeting noted that community and town councils were eligible to apply for grants of between £300 and £5,000 from The Secret Millionaire Fund, a partnership between The Big Lottery’s Award for All Scheme and the Channel 4 programme The Secret Millionaire and that applications may be submitted on line up to 21st December 2009 at www.secretmillionaire.channel4.com/fund.
It was suggested that The Secret Millionaire Fund might be an appropriate source of funding for improvements to Piggy Hill Park and that consideration could also be given to the development of a wheelchair friendly area of the park.
RESOLVED:

Larkfield Ward Members to consider The Secret Millionaire Fund as a funding source for the suggested improvements to Piggy Hill Park.


	
	(e)
	Hoggin’ The Bridge – Potential funding for local charity/causes.

The meeting noted that the organisers of the “Hoggin The Bridge” event which raised considerable sums for local charities, was seeking to identify local charities/causes who might wish to make their case for being considered as beneficiaries from the 2009 event.  
The following charities were identified: Chepstow Mencap; Help for Hero’s; and, 1st Bulwark Scouts and Guides.

Members undertook to email the Clerk with details of any further local charities.


	
	(f)
	Asset Disposal

The Clerk advised that it had not been possible to network the  Konica Minalta Magicolour 2300w colour laser printer purchased in 2004 within the Council’s new IT arrangements and sought Councils agreement to dispose of the printer to the Drill Hall Management Committee who had indicated that they would have a use for it.
The Council’s representative on Bulwark Community Centre Management Committee requested that in the event that similar IT equipment become available in the future that Bulwark Community Centre be considered.
RESOLVED:
To dispose of the Konica Minalta Magicolour 2300w colour laser printer purchased in 2004 which was not capable of being networked within the Council’s new IT arrangements to the Drill Hall Management Committee.



	
	(g)
	Community Environmental Grants

The meeting noted the availability of Monmouthshire County Council’s Community Environmental Grants of up to £1,000 for which applications were invited by 24th July 2009. 



	
	(h)
	Community Grant Funding - ComBAT

The meeting considered the Clerk’s report, circulated with the agenda, in respect of the Community Grant awarded to ComBAT (Communities of Bulwark and Thornwell what, if any, further action should be taken in respect of the grant expenditure. 
The Clerk read a further letter which had been received from ComBAT which explained that the newly constituted group had not appreciated the importance of providing itemised receipts in respect of grant funding and, following several changes of treasurer was unable to locate the original receipts for the funding provided by the Town Council.

RESOLVED:

(a)  To accept the explanation provided by ComBAT and on this occasion not 

       to request the repayment of the grant funding; and,

(b)  To advise the group that any further funding requests from ComBAT 
       would not be considered by the Town Council in the current financial year.


	
	(i)


	Community Grant Funding Request

The meeting considered the community grant funding request received from Chepstow and District Round Table for a contribution of £500 towards Chepstow Carnival which would take place on 27th June 2009.  
The Clerk advised the meeting that Council had delegated authority to the Financial Policy and Audit Committee to make decisions in respect of grant funding requests up to a maximum of £5,000 per application, however, this application had been received on 16th June 2009 and related to an event taking place on 27th June 2009 and it had not therefore been practical to refer the request to the Financial Policy and Audit Committee.

Members questioned whether it was appropriate for the Town Council to grant fund organisations to run events which produced a surplus which the organisation then allocated to charities of their choice, noting that this was the situation both with regard to the Carnival and the annual Fireworks Display.

It was suggested that future Town Council grant funding for the Carnival might 

be more appropriately directed as prizes to local community groups participating in the event, thereby encouraging and supporting greater community participation.
RESOLVED:

To agree to underwrite any losses arising from the 2009 Chepstow Carnival to the extent of £500.  (Local Government Act s144)

FURTHER RESOLVED:

To invite representatives from Chepstow Round Table to meet with the Council to discuss potential future funding arrangements for the annual Carnival and Fireworks Display.


	62.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES



	
	(a)
	Oldbury & Berkley Power Stations Community Liaison Council

RESOLVED:
To further defer the report of the Council’s former representative(s) to the Oldbury and Berkley Community Liaison Council deferred from the meeting of Council on 13th May 2009.  


	63.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
Members noted the following items reported for information:-



	
	(a)
	Chepstow Chamber of Commerce 

The minutes of the Chepstow Chamber of Commerce meeting held on Thursday 4th June 2009. 


	
	(b)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

The minutes of the Chepstow Marketing meeting held on 19th May 2009. 



	
	(c)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Môr Hafren Committee

The minutes of Monmouthshire County Council’s Môr Hafren Committee meeting held on 18th March 2009.


	
	(d)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Waste Forum Meeting

That there would be a meeting of the Waste Forum meeting on Thursday, 9th July 2009 from 7.00pm – 9.00pm at St Michael’s Centre, Abergavenny. 


	
	(e)


	Monmouthshire County Council – Temporary Street Closure

That there would be a temporary closure at the Old Wye Bridge from 10.00am to 2.00pm on Sunday, 5th July 2009.



	64.
	CORRESPONDENCE
Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.
Item (j) Two River Folk Festival – In response to a Member’s enquiry the Clerk advised that the wrist bands had once again been sent to Chepstow Comprehensive School with the request that they be allocated to senior school pupils with a relevant musical interest.

Item (m) Gum Clearing – The positive response of a local resident to the gum clearing was noted.  It was felt that the procedure had been carried out efficiently and that the exercise had been worthwhile.


	65.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.
Concern was expressed at the suggestion that the Forensic Science Laboratory in Chepstow was to be closed.

The meeting was advised that the benches in Cormeilles Square had been badly damaged and it was felt that the damage had occurred as a consequence of the benches not being properly secured following the recent paving work in the area.

The Clerk undertook to take the matter up with Monmouthshire County Council and to investigate the possible repair replacement of the benches.

In response to a Member’s enquiry as to whether there was to be a Town Council funded playscheme this Summer it was agreed that a report should be provided for the next meeting of Council.

The meeting was advised of action taken with Welsh Water to resolve the problems of unpleasant odours in the Bayfield/Barnetts Wood area.



	66.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
Mayoral Regalia – Consorts Badge, Neck Chains for the Mayor and Deputy Mayors Chains.

Oldbury & Berkley Power Stations Community Liaison Council

Summer 2009 Playscheme.


	67.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

To confirm that the next meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 22nd July 2009 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.
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