CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 27th May 2009 at 7.00pm

Present:


Chairman:

Cllr H Ashby 

Councillors:
Ms H Beach, M Brady, D Dovey, Mrs S Dovey, 
Mrs Y Havard, N Heywood, H Hodges, T Kirton,

Mrs J Robbins, S Sullivan, A Watts 
Apologies:  

P Hobson Ms M Lewis, P Rutter,
In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk), 
	17.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllrs D Dovey and Mrs S Dovey declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 27 Monmouthshire County Council Area Working Review and left the meeting for the discussion of this item.
Cllr H Hodges declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 30. Room Hire Charge and left the meeting for the discussion of this item.


	18.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following event(s):-
Thursday 21st May 2009 – 1st Battalion The Rifles Homecoming Parade, together with fellow Councillors, the MP, AM, Chair of Monmouthshire County Council, neighbouring community, parish and town mayors, local residents and visitors.


	19.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the Annual Meeting of Council held on 13th May 2009 were confirmed and signed as a true record.


	20.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 7.  Schedule of Meetings for Mayoral Year 2009/2010.  The Clerk advised that the October meeting dates should read as follows:-

14th October 2009 – 6.15pm Planning Committee; 7.00pm Personnel Committee

21st October 2009 – 6.15pm Finance Committee

28th October 2009 – 6.15pm Planning Committee; 7.00pm Council

The Council’s web site would be amended accordingly.


	21.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 13th May 2009.
RESOLVED:
To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 13th May 2009.


	
	(b)
	Finance Committee

Members noted that that there would be an additional meeting of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee on 10th June 2009 at 7.00pm in the Gatehouse, Chepstow in order to deal with funding requests received.


	22.
	ELECTRONIC RECORDING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

Members considered the Clerk’s report regarding the electronic recording of Council meetings which had been circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED:

a) To note the action taken by the previous Mayor regarding the electronic recording
    of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council on 25th March 2009 by a Council Member;
    and,

b) To receive an oral statement from the Council Member who electronically 
    recorded the meeting on 25th March 2009.

The meeting received the oral apology and explanation of the Member who had electronically recorded the Ordinary Meeting of the Council on 25th March 2009 without the consent of those present at the meeting of 25th March 2009.
In the oral statement the Member went on to raise a matter relating to their view of the conduct of another Member at the meeting on 25th March 2009.  The Town Mayor asked the Member to stop as this was a separate matter.  The Member was reminded that the Council’s procedures for dealing with grievances was via a written statement to the Town Mayor, or where this was not appropriate, by written statement to the Chair of Personnel.



	Next business was moved.

The Member persisted with reading their statement.

The Town Mayor suspended the meeting until order was restored.

Cllrs T Kirton, S Sullivan and A Watts left the meeting.


	23.
	COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARDS

The meeting considered the Clerk’s report, circulated with the agenda, in respect of community notice boards.

RESOLVED:
(a) To note the Clerk’s report;

(b) To replace scratched “perspex” doors on the Town Council Notice Board under 

      the Town Arch;
(c) To pursue the potential replacement of the Town Council Notice Board in 

     Bulwark with a more user friendly community notice board;

(d) To identify the following potential locations for community notice boards to be 

      erected by the Town Council;- Drill Hall, Bulwark Community Centre; Bayfield; 

      and, Thornwell.



	24.
	“GUM REMOVAL”

Members considered the report from Cllr M Brady in pursuant of the Council’s agreed objective “to investigate the measures for removing unsightly “gum“ from the town streets“.
The meeting was advised that a prompt decision on Gum Removal services was required if work was to be undertaken prior to Armed Forces Day on 20th June and prior to the Wales in Bloom judging.

RESOLVED:

To refer the report on “Gum Removal Services“ to the meeting of the Finance Committee for consideration and agreement.


	25.
	ANTI – SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IMPACTING ON ARCHITEN LANDRELL

The meeting received a report on anti –social behaviour impacting on Architen Landrell.  The company had experienced damage to their premises and, an employee had narrowly escaped injury as a consequence of large stones being pushed or thrown down from the Port Wall.  
The Company had been in negotiations with CADW and as a consequence a barrier, painted with “anti-climb paint” had been erected at the end of Green Street, however, work to make vertical that part of the wall which was still accessible was not being progressed.
Members expressed concern at the potential health and safety risks to Architen Landrell and at the damage being caused to the ancient Port Wall.

RESOLVED:

The Clerk to write to CADW requesting that works be undertaken as a matter of priority to secure and protect the Port Wall from further damage and thereby remove the potential hazard to the Architen Landrell site.


	26.
	ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS BULWARK

The Member leading this project requested that their report be further deferred to meeting of Council on 22nd July 2009.

RESOLVED:

To further defer the report on progress towards the establishment of a working group of residents and Town Councillors formed to identify what and where improvements could be made and to actively seek grant funding for feasibility and design studies to the meeting of Council on 22nd July 2009.


	Cllrs D Dovey and Mrs S Dovey left the meeting.



	27.
	MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL AREA WORKING REVIEW

Members considered the written report of Cllr Rutter, circulated with the agenda in respect of the review of Area Working currently being undertaken by Monmouthshire County Council and the implications for the local community.  
RESOLVED:

The Clerk to write to Monmouthshire County Council expressing the Town Council’s support for local Area Working and its concern at the proposed deletion of the three Area Manager posts and the introduction of a central telephone call point.


	The order of business was changed in order to allow a Member who had left the meeting to present their item.



	29.
	MUSIC ON THE BANDSTAND

The meeting noted the Administrative Officer’s report detailing progress on the summer 2009 Music on the Bandstand events which had been circulated with the agenda.


	Cllr H Hodges left the meeting


	30.
	ROOM HIRE CHARGE

Members considered the Clerk’s report setting out the case for a review of room hire charges in respect of a local charity.  
RESOLVED:

To waive room hire charges in respect of the local charity identified in the Clerk’s report in view of their rather unique position with regard to grant funding.


	Cllr H Hodges returned to the meeting


	31.


	CIVIC TRUST FOR WALES – OPEN DOORS

Members considered correspondence received from the Civic Trust for Wales and whether to participate in the Open Doors event.
RESOLVED:

To continue to make the Gatehouse and Town Arch available for the Civic Trust for Wales Open Doors event to be run locally by the Chepstow Society.



	32.
	OFFA’S DYKE PROJECT

The meeting considered the invitation to attend the “Workshop to Shape the Offa’s Dyke Project” on Monday 1st June 2009 at Abergavenny.

RESOLVED:
Cllr N Heywood to attend the “Workshop to Shape the Offa’s Dyke Project” taking place on Monday 1st June 2009 from 1.00pm to 4.00pm.


	33.
	TWINNING PROPOSAL

Members considered correspondence received from a former resident of the town outlining a twinning proposal. 

Members noted that the existing and very historic twinning relationship with Cormeilles had struggled in recent years and thus it might not be an appropriate time to enter into a new twinning relationship.
RESOLVED:

Not to enter into a new twinning relationship at the present time in view of the difficulties in sustaining the current and very historic twinning relationship with 
Cormeilles.


	34.
	SEVERN ESTUARY PARTNERSHIP - INVITATION TO JOIN

The meeting considered correspondence received from the Severn Estuary Partnership inviting the Town Council to formally the partnership. 
RESOLVED:

To join the Severn Estuary Partnership.


	Cllrs D Dovey and Mrs S Dovey retruned to the meeting.


	28.
	PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF BIOMASS DIVERSITY GENERATING PLANT AT AVONMOUTH

Members noted concerns raised in respect of the proposed development of a biomass diversity generating plant at Avonmouth.  


	35.
	LOCAL WORKS

The meeting noted correspondence received from “Local Works” seeking support for (a) Early Day Motion 1064 Local Spending Reports and the Sustainable Communities Act 2007 and/or (b) Early Day Motion 1010 Green Energy Bill.



	36.
	CONFERENCES

	
	(a)
	Fair Trade Conference

Members noted that there would be a Fair Trade Conference at Trinity University College, Carmarthen on Saturday 6th June 2009 from 10.30am to 4.00pm for which the delegate fee was £5.00.
RESOLVED:

Cllr D Dovey to attend Fair Trade Conference at Trinity University College, Carmarthen on Saturday 6th June 2009, if available.


	
	(b)
	One Voice Wales 2009 Conference and AGM

Members noted that the 6th Conference and Annual Meeting of One Voice Wales would be held on Saturday 10th October 2009 at the Bont Pavillion, Pontrhydfendigaid, Ceredigion and that the cost per delegate would be £60 for bookings made by 31st July 2009.

Members also noted that the Town Council had the opportunity to identify no more than two motions for debate at the AGM.



	37.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 31st March 2009 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed in respect of the monthly accounts for March 2009.  
Total Payments  £140,320.49
Total Receipts    £  51,321.11


	
	(c)
	Insurance

The Clerk reported that the Finance Officer had sought to obtain a comparative quotation for the Council’s insurance which fell due for renewal on 1st June 2009.  The quotation received had appeared to be considerably lower than the premium charged by the Council’s existing insurance provider.  However, on close examination it appeared that the quotation obtained had been based on the previous year’s valuations, prior to recent indexation; assets totalling £61,780.43 at the Drill Hall had been omitted; and, various questions raised by the insurers had required further clarification.  These matters had all been addressed in an email to the company earlier in the day, but unfortunately, a revised quotation had not been not available in time for the meeting of Council.
The former Vice Chair of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee had also assisted in the evaluation and comparison of the insurance policies and quotations and had identified a potential difficulty with regard to the very extensive policy terms provided by the new company, which appeared to suggest that any replacement would take into account “wear and tear” whilst the Councils existing policy provided for “new for old” replacement.
Members noted that whilst there were potentially considerable savings by changing insurers, a number of issues still needed to be clarified.  Given that the Council’s existing policy was due for renewal on 1st June 2009, it did not appear that these issues could be resolved in time.
RESOLVED:

To renew the Council’s current insurance policy but to ensure that a comparative quote on a like for like basis was obtained prior to renewal in 2010.



	38.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES



	
	(a)
	One Voice Wales Larger Councils Forum - 29th April 2009

The meeting received the written report of the Council’s representative to the One Voice Wales Larger Councils Forum.


	
	(b)
	Oldbury & Berkley Power Stations Community Liaison Council

Report of the Council’s former representative(s) to the Oldbury and Berkley Community Liaison Council deferred from the meeting of Council on 13th May 2009.  
RESOLVED:

In the absence of the Council’s representative to the Oldbury and Berkley Community Liaison Council to further defer the report.


	39.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
The following items were reported for members information:-



	
	(a)
	Chepstow Chamber of Commerce 

Minutes of the Chepstow Chamber of Commerce meeting held on Thursday 2nd April 2009. 


	
	(b)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

Minutes of the Chepstow Marketing meeting held on 24th March 2009 and 21st April 2009. 



	
	(c)
	Environment Agency – Severn Estuary Flood Risk Management Strategy 

Update on the Severn Estuary Flood Risk Management Strategy process and programme and the guidance note giving background information in respect of flood risk, climate change and funding for flood risk management. 

	
	(d)
	Monmouthshire Older People’s Partnership

Details of the national “Gwanwyn” festival from May to June 2009. 


	
	(e)
	Armed Forces Day – 20th June 2009

Correspondence and the programme setting out arrangements for “Armed Forces Day” on 20th June 2009.  
Members were reminded that the Town Council was invited to join the Parade and attend the Church Service as for Remembrance Day.


	
	(f)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Countryside Volunteer Newsletter.

A limited number of copies of Monmouthshire County Council – Countryside Volunteer’s Newsletter were made available at the meeting.

   

	40.
	CORRESPONDENCE
Item 40 (n) One Voice Wales – Model “Charter” between Unitary Authorities and community and town councils.
The meeting considered the model “charter” noting that it was positive in respect of planning.

RESOLVED:

To support the model “charter” and to mandate Cllr Ms Beach to represent the Town Council’s views at the special meeting of the Newport and Monmouthshire Branch of One Voice Wales on 11th June 2009.



	41.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.


	
	(a)
	The Clerk reported that she had received the resignation of the Finance Officer and following discussion with the Chair of Personnel proposed to call a special meeting of the Personnel Committee in order to review an appropriate way forward.  
Members identified that the 10th June 2009 at 8.30pm would be an appropriate date and time for the extraordinary meeting of the Personnel Committee.


	
	(b)
	The Clerk advised the meeting of an invitation from the Severn Estuary Costal Group to attend an event on Monday 8th June at Clevedon or Wednesday 10th June at Penarth.  Both events would run from 2pm to 6pm and would provide an opportunity to comment on policies to manage the shoreline and the risks from erosion and flooding around the Estuary.



	
	(c)
	The meeting was advised that when the Hereford to Monmouth Bus Service had been suspended at very short notice, no notices had been displayed at bus stops to advise users and that in some instances passengers had been stranded.


	
	(d)
	The meeting was advised that vehicles were being offered for sale on the green adjacent to St Lawrence Road once again.

 

	
	(e)
	The meeting noted that the Old Wye Bridge had still not been repaired and expressed concern at the delay.


	42.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Oldbury & Berkley Power Stations Community Liaison Council Report 
Progress Report – Severn Princess
Presentation from E-ON – The Clerk reported that initial discussions with E-ON had indicated that this was to be a substantial presentation in respect of proposals which were at a very early stage and might therefore be more appropriately directed at Members only.  
It was therefore suggested that the presentation take place prior to the commencement of the next Full Council meeting and that Members wishing to hear the presentation should attend the Council Chamber at 6.45pm.

A Member expressed concern that the E-ON presentation was to be made prior to the commencement of the formal Council meeting and in the absence of the press and public.


	43..
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 24th June 2009 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.




CLOSE:  This completed the business of the meeting at 9.30pm.
Signed  …………………………..
CHAIRMAN  
Date  …………………
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