CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Draft Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Bulwark Community Centre, Bulwark, Chepstow 

on Wednesday 25th February 2009 at 7.00pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr D Dovey 

Councillors:
H Ashby, Ms H Beach, M Brady, Mrs S Dovey, 

N Heywood, Mrs Y Havard, H Hodges, Mr T Kirton

Ms M Lewis, P Rutter,
Apologies:  

Cllr P Hobson, Cllr J Robbins, Cllr S Sullivan,





Cllr A Watts
In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk),
   


Mrs L Allen (Administrative Officer)

The Chairman and Vice Chairman of Garden City Football Club advised the meeting that the Club had been granted a 27 year lease by Monmouthshire County Council in respect of Garden City Playing Field and Pavilion.  The Club would therefore have to meet ongoing running and maintenance costs and in addition hoped to improve the facilities at the site.  The Chairman therefore requested that the Town Council continue to make budgetary provision for Hardwick Sports Pavilion.

A representative from Friends of the Earth – Chepstow Branch outlined the organisation’s campaign entitled “A Renewable Energy Revolution” and requested that the Town Council indicate its support for the campaign by signing and sending a pre printed post card to the local MP.
A member of the public expressed concern at the proposed major housing development in Lydney.

A further member of public raised a number of issues of concern in respect of land adjacent to his property including dog fouling, fly tipping and heavy vehicle movements.

	160.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None



	161.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor advised that the loss of a further three soldiers from the 1st Rifles Regiment had just been announced.

Members stood in silence for one minute in memory of all the soldiers killed whilst on active service in Afganistan who are based at 1st Riles, Beachley Barracks, Chepstow.
The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-
Monday 9th February 2009 – Opening of Edward Jones Stockbrokers in Chepstow

Saturday 21st February 2009 – Chepstow Lions Charter Night

Tuesday 24th February 2009 – Wootton Bassett for the repatriation of Lance Corporal Stephen Kingscott



	162.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 28th January 2009 were agreed and signed as correct subject to the following amendment:-

Min. 143. Last paragraph replace the word “The” with “That” to read:

“That Ward Member proposed that the Dog waste Disposal Bin be removed from Channel View”.


	163.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 154 (c) Severn Princess Restoration Project.  The meeting noted that there had been some progress in relocation the Severn Princess and that subject to suitable tides further progress would be made shortly.


	164.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 28th January 2009 and 11th February 2009.
The Chairman of the Planning and Administration Committee highlighted the Committees concerns that their recent recommendations to the Planning Committee of Monmouthshire county Council in respect of the conversion of family accommodation into one/two bed flats appeared to have been disregarded.
RESOLVED:-

To received the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 28th January 2009 and 11th February 2009.



	
	(b)
	Financial Policy and Audit Committee

Draft minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting held on 4th February 2009.

RESOLVED:-

To adopt the draft minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee meeting held on 12th March 2008 and agree the recommendations of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Management, the Community Grants Scheme and the adoption of the Council’s Annual Investment Strategy for 2009/10  . 



	165.
	GATEHOUSE WORKS - PROGRESS REPORT

The Vice Chairman of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee gave an oral report on the progress of repair and refurbishment works to the Gatehouse.  The meeting was advised that during the course of the works defects to the Town Arch roof had been uncovered.  The recent snow falls had also resulted in extensive roof leaks.  The Council’s Surveyor had investigated repairing the roof but and had concluded that any repairs would only extend the life of the roof for a relatively short period.  
The re-roofing of the Town Arch roof had therefore been recommended for which the cost would be £14,555.  A grant funding application had been submitted to CADW but could not be guaranteed.
In view of potential damage to the refurbished building should the Town Arch roof fail and the savings that could be achieved by using the existing contractor to carry out the works whilst scaffolding was still in place, the Clerk, in consultation with the Chair and Vice Chair of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee and the Chair of the Planning and Administration Committee had authorised the re-roofing works.



	166.
	LITTER BINS

Members noted that the purchase and installation of additional litter bins had been included on the agenda at the request of a Member not present at the meeting.
RESOLVED:-

To defer consideration of the purchase and funding of additional litter bins to the next meeting to enable the Member to present their request.


	167.
	DOG WASTE DISPOSAL BIN

Members considered a new location for the Dog Waste Disposal Bin removed from Channel view, subject to the necessary consents being obtained.

RESOLVED:-

The Dog Waste Disposal Bin to be relocated in Maple Avenue on the right of way through to the Wye Valley Link Road, subject to the necessary consents being obtained. 
Ward Members undertook to mark the precise location of the Dog Waste Disposal Bin on a map to ensure its correct installation.


	168.
	CHRISTMAS 2009 SWITCH ON EVENT 

Members considered the proposal to hold the Christmas 2009 Switch On Event on Saturday 28th November 2009, following the proposed day time “Christmas Creative Cultivators” Market thereby saving the cost of an additional road closure.
RESOLVED:-

To hold the Christmas 2009 Switch On Event on Saturday 28th November 2009, following the proposed day time “Christmas Creative Cultivators” Market.  (Local Government Act 1972 s144).


	Cllr S Dovey left the meeting.

Cllr T Kirton left the meeting.



	169.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 31st January 2009 were confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

The monthly accounts for January 2009 were adopted.
Total Receipts           £221,679.70

Total Payments         £171,209.69


	
	(c)
	Transfer of Funds

Members considered the transfer of £50,000 from the Council’s Reserve Accounts 1 & 2 to the interest earning business call account in order to meet cash flow requirements during the final stages of the Gatehouse refurbishment and maintain an adequate level of working balances.
RESOLVED:-

To transfer of £50,000 from the Council’s Reserve Accounts 1 & 2 to the interest earning business call account in order to meet cash flow requirements during the final stages of the Gatehouse refurbishment and maintain an adequate level of working balances.



	
	(d)
	FRS17 Retirement Benefits - Accounting Disclosures 2008/2009
Members considered the correspondence received from Torfaen County Borough Council with regards to the publication of accounting information in accordance with FRS 17 Retirement Benefits - Accounting Disclosures.
RESOLVED:-

Not to publish accounting information in 2008/2009 in accordance with FRS 17 Retirement Benefits - Accounting Disclosures.


	Cllr S Dovey returned to the meeting.

	Cllr T Kirton returned to the meeting
.

	
	(e)
	Borrowing Arrangements for Community and Town Councils.
Members noted correspondence received from the Welsh Assembly Government setting out the arrangements for Community and Town Councils to seek borrowing approval in 2009/2010.


	
	(f)


	Grant Funding – Hardwick Sports Pavilion

It was noted that the request for grant funding for Garden City Playing Fields and the Pavilion had not been quantified or properly justified and that more information would be required before any grant funding might be considered.
It was suggested that the local Housing Association might also be in a position to assist with grant funding for Garden City Playing Fields and the Pavilion.
RESOLVED:-

The Vice Chairman of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee and the Deputy Town Mayor to meet with the Chairman and Vice Chairman of Garden City Football Club in order to outline the Council’s requirements in respect of grant funding applications.


	170.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
None.


	171.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
The meeting noted the following items reported for Members information:-


	
	(a)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Môr Hafren Committee

The minutes of Monmouthshire County Council’s Môr Hafren Committee meeting held on 17th December 2008. 


	
	(b)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

The minutes of Chepstow Marketing Committee meeting held on 27th January 2009.


	
	(c)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Low Cost Home Heating

Details of a project using Air Source Heat Pumps funded by the Welsh Assembly Government Home Energy Efficiency Scheme.


	
	(d)
	MCC Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 – Station Road (East), School Hill, River View and Beaufort Place
Changes to “waiting” restrictions in Station Road (East), School Hill, River View and Beaufort Place introduced with effect from 26th January 2009.


	
	(e)
	MCC Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 – Dell View, Chepstow
The introduction of prohibition of “waiting at any time” restrictions in Dell View, Chepstow introduced with effect from 26th January 2009.


	
	(f)
	MCC Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 – Moor Street and Hardwick Terrace 

Changes to “waiting” restrictions in Moor Street and Hardwick Terrace introduced with effect from 26th January 2009.


	172.
	CORRESPONDENCE
Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.


	173.
	BUS STATION TOILET

The Town Mayor advised the meeting of the up to date position with regard to the provision of a public toilet at the bus station in Chepstow which had been notified by Monmouthshire County Council.  Delays in progressing the project had arisen as a consequence of difficulties in progressing a lease with the land owners.
A Member recommended that alternative solutions/locations be considered for a public toilet in the vicinity of the Bus Station, including the lease of the premises recently vacated by the Post Office, and, asked that this item be included again on the agenda for the next meeting of Council.



	174.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.
Members drew attention to the following:-
(a) Problems with overflowing litter bins in The Dell near the children’s play area and 
     on the steps from Somerfield through to Welsh Street.

(b) Problems with litter both sides of the Wye Valley Link Road approaching 
      Chepstow.


	175.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
In considering items for the next meeting it was noted that the “post card” provided by Friends of The Earth in respect of “A Renewable Energy Revolution” had been included as an item of correspondence on the previous agenda.  
The Clerk undertook to circulate a further copy of the post card to all Members for their individual consideration.  The item would not be included on the next agenda.
Purchase and Installation of Additional Litter Bins
Alternative Solutions/Locations of a Public Toilet.


	176.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 25th March 2009 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.



CLOSE:-  This completed the business of the meeting at 9.10pm
Signed  ……………………….                   Date  ………………..

CHAIRMAN
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