CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Draft Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Chepstow Town Council 

held in The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow 

on Wednesday 13th May 2009 at 7.00pm

Present:

Chairman:

Cllr H Ashby 

Councillors:
M Brady, Mr D Dovey, Mrs S Dovey, 

N Heywood, P Hobson, H Hodges, Ms M Lewis, 
Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter, S Sullivan.

Apologies:  

Cllr Ms H Beach, Cllr Mrs Y Havard 

In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk),

   


Mrs L Allen (Administrative Officer)
Prior to the commencement of the business of the meeting the retiring Town Mayor, 

Cllr D Dovey addressed the meeting.  Cllr Dovey had greatly appreciated the warm reception afforded him on his attendance at Civic events.  Cllr Dovey thanked fellow Councillors for their support over the past year and commented on a most enjoyable and rewarding year, noting that the Council’s major achievements over the past year had been to return the Drill Hall to active community use and, to purchase and fully refurbish the Gatehouse, securing its future for the Town.  Cllr D Dovey thanked the Town Clerk for her hard work in taking these two major projects forward and for continuing to provide sound advice to the Council.  Cllr Dovey also expressed his appreciation for the key role played by the Administrative Officer who had provided excellent secretarial support and managed the Civic diary extremely efficiently and, the important work undertaken by the Finance Officer.  Cllr Dovey extended sincere thanks to Cllrs Hodges, Brady and Hobson who had overseen the refurbishment works to the Gatehouse and, to Cllr Heywood who had played such a large part in making the Drill Hall such a success, ably supported by the hard working Drill Hall Committee.  Cllr Dovey concluded by expressing his gratitude to the Mayoress, Cllr S Dovey, for her unwavering support over the past year.
At the request of the retiring Town Mayor the meeting observed one minutes silence in respect of the casualties from the forces serving in Afghanistan which had reported today and, in remembrance of the casualties suffered by the Battalion 1st Rifles during their recent tour.

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Nominations for the position of Town Mayor were sought.
RESOLVED:
Cllr H Ashby be appointed Town Mayor for the year 2009/2010.
2. INSTALLATION OF TOWN MAYOR

Cllr H Ashby signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Town Mayor.
3. PRESENTATION OF PAST MAYOR’S BADGE

Cllr H Ashby presented the outgoing Mayor, Cllr D Dovey with a past Mayor’s Badge and complimented Cllr D Dovey on his excellent leadership of the Council, acknowledging his role in refocusing the Council and ensuring that it became an active and creditable Council. 
4. ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR

Nominations for the position of Deputy Town Mayor were sought.  

The following nominations were received:-

Cllr Ms M Lewis

Cllr Mrs J Robbins

A secret ballot was held.

RESOLVED:

Cllr Mrs J Robbins be appointed Deputy Town Mayor for the year 2009/2010.

Cllr Mrs J Robbins signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Deputy Town Mayor.

5.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA.

Cllr H Ashby declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 12 (c) Mayoral Allowance.
Cllr N Heywood declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Items 12 (e) Community Contributions - Chepstow Festival, 12(h) Community Contributions -Chepstow Museum Lunchtime Opening Hours and, 12 (k) Community Contributions – Drill Hall.

6.  MEMBERSHIP OF OUTSIDE BODIES

     The meeting reviewed representation on external bodies.  With the Chairman’s consent 

     the Clerk reported an item of correspondence received from Chepstow Chamber of 

     Commerce requesting that the Town Council limit representation at meeting of the 

     Chamber to one Member.

      RESOLVED:

      The following representation on external bodies be agreed:-

	Bulwark Community Centre Management Trust

The Town Mayor
Cllr Mrs S Dovey
Cllr H Hodges

Cllr Ms M Lewis
	Senior Citizens Welfare Trust

Cllr M Brady

Cllr H Hodges

Cllr J Robbins

	Chamber of Commerce and Tourism

Cllr Mr D Dovey

	Oldbury and Berkley Power Stations Community Liaison Council

Cllr M Brady
Cllr D Dovey  to deputise


	Chepstow Marketing Committee

Cllr S Sullivan

Cllr P Rutter


	Chepstow Poor Charities

Cllr Mrs Y Havard

Cllr H Hodges


	Chepstow/Cormeilles Twinning Association

The Town Mayor
	Gloucestershire Harbour Trustees

Consultative Group

Cllr H Hodges



	Citizens Advice Bureau

Cllr H Hodges

	Severn Princess Restoration Trust

Cllr N Heywood

	Montague Almshouses

Cllr D Dovey


	Chepstow Fair Trade Forum

Cllr D Dovey



	CCTV User Group

Cllr N Heywood

Cllr Ms M Lewis

	Drill Hall Management Committee

Town Mayor & Deputy Town Mayor
Cllr N Heywood – St Mary’s Ward

Cllr H Hodges – St Kingsmark Ward

Cllr Ms M Lewis – Thornwell Ward

Cllr M Brady – Larkfield Ward

Cllr S Sullivan – St Christopher’s Ward

	Air Quality Steering Group

Cllr H Hodges
	

	School Governors:-

Pembroke Primary – Cllr Ms H Beach

St Mary’s RC School – Mr P Rutter
Thornwell School – Cllr H Hodges
The Dell School – No Chepstow Town Council representation in 2009/2010



7.   SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS FOR MAYORAL YEAR 2009-2010

      Members considered the proposed Schedule of Meetings for the Mayoral Year 2009-
2010  and complimented the clarity of its format.

RESOLVED:

To agree the Schedule of Meetings for the Mayoral Year 2009 – 2010.  

8.  ATTENDANCE REGISTER

     The meeting noted the register of attendance for the past Mayoral Year.  
9.  COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

The meeting reviewed the membership of the following committees and appointment of a Chairman of each committee:-

a) Personnel Committee 



(7 Members)

b) Planning and Administration Committee
(7 Members)

c) Town Amenities Committee


(7 Members)

d)   Financial Policy and Audit Committee  
(7 Members)
e)   Town Awards Committee


(3 Members)

f)
Consultative Committee


(5 Members)

Members were reminded that the meeting of Council on 22nd April 2009 had resolved that the Personnel Committee be appointed for the duration of the Council.
RESOLVED:-

The following Members be elected to Committees and the following be appointed Chairman.  The Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor to be ex-officio members of all Committees.

	a) Personnel Committee

Cllr Ms M Lewis – Chairman
Cllr M Brady

Cllr D Dovey

Cllr N Heywood

Cllr H Hodges

Cllr Mrs J Robbins

Cllr P Rutter


	b) Planning and Administration Committee

Cllr H Hodges – St Kingsmark Ward Chairman

Cllr H Ashby – St Mary’s Ward

Cllr M Brady – Larkfield Ward
Cllr Mrs S Dovey – St Christopher’s Ward

Cllr Mrs Y Havard – St Kingsmark Ward

Cllr Ms M Lewis – Thornwell Ward

Cllr Mrs J Robbins – Larkfield Ward



	c) Town Amenities Committee

Cllr Mrs J Robbins – Chairman

Cllr Mrs Y Havard 

Cllr N Heywood
Cllr Mr H Hodges

Cllr Ms M Lewis

Cllr P Rutter

Cllr S Sullivan
	d) Financial Policy and Audit Committee

Cllr P Hobson – Chairman

Cllr M Brady 
Cllr H Ashby

Cllr Mrs Y Havard

Cllr N Heywood

Cllr Mrs J Robbins

Cllr P Rutter


	e) Town Awards Committee

Town Mayor - Chairman
Deputy Town Mayor

Cllr Ms M Lewis

	f) Consultative Committee
Cllr P Rutter – Chairman

Cllr Mrs Y Havard

Cllr N Heywood

Cllr H Hodges 

Cllr Ms M Lewis



10. MINUTES 

The minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 22nd April 2009 were confirmed and 

signed as a true record.

11. TOWN MAYOR’S CIVIC PROTOCOL

       Members reviewed the Town Mayor’s Civic Protocol
       RESOLVED:

       To confirm the Town Mayor’s Civic Protocol.

12.  FINANCE

(a) Appointment of Internal Auditor 

 Members noted the appointment of Auditing Solutions Ltd as internal auditors to 
 audit the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2009 and to considered their 

 appointment for the year ending 31st March 2010.


 RESOLVED:

 To note the appointment of Auditing Solutions Ltd as internal auditors to 
 audit the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2009 and to 
 confirm their appointment for the year ending 31st March 2010.

       (b) Monmouthshire County Council’s Building Maintenance Service


Members considered renewal of subscription to Monmouthshire County Council’s 
            Building Maintenance Service in respect of the Gatehouse and Old Library
Building.


RESOLVED:


To renew the Council’s subscription to Monmouthshire County Council’s 
            Building Maintenance Service in respect of the Gatehouse and Old Library Building 
            under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s111.
       (c) Mayoral Allowance 

Members considered payment of the Mayoral allowance of £2,700 in three installments to coincide with the receipt of the precept.
RESOLVED:

To pay the Mayoral allowance of £2,700 in three installments to coincide with the receipt of the precept, under the provisions of ss34(5) Local Government Act 1972.

(d) Contribution to Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau


Members considered making a contribution to Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau for which a budgetary provision of £11,750 had been made.
RESOLVED:

To make a contribution to Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau for which a budgetary provision of £11,750 had been made, in three installments to coincide with the receipt of the precept, under the provisions of s142 (2A) Local Government Act 1972.

(e) Community Contributions - Chepstow Festival

Members considered making a contribution to Chepstow Festival for which a budgetary provision of £2,000 had been made.
RESOLVED:

To make a contribution to Chepstow Festival for which a budgetary provision of £2,000 had been made under the provisions of s145 Local Government Act 1972.

(f) Community Contributions - Bulwark Community Centre

Members considered making a contribution to Bulwark Community Centre for which a budgetary provision of £6,000 had been made.
RESOLVED:

To make a contribution to Bulwark Community Centre for which a budgetary provision of £6,000 had been made, under the provisions of s19 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

(g) Community Contributions - CAFY Support

Members considered making a contribution to CAFY for which a budgetary provision of £2,000 had been made.

RESOLVED:

To make a contribution to CAFY for which a budgetary provision of £2,000 had been made, under the provisions of s19 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

(h) Community Contributions - Museum Lunchtime Opening

Members considered making a contribution to Chepstow Museum for which a budgetary provision of £2,000 had been made.
RESOLVED:

To make a contribution to Chepstow Museum for which a budgetary provision of £2,000 had been made, under the provisions of s145 Local Government Act 1972.

(i) Community Contributions - Chepstow Round Table Fireworks Display

Members considered making a contribution to Chepstow Round Table in respect of the annual Fireworks Display for which a budgetary provision of £2,000 had been made.
RESOLVED:

To make a contribution to Chepstow Round Table in respect of the annual Fireworks Display for which a budgetary provision of £2,000 had been made, under the provisions of s145 Local Government Act 1972.

(j) Community Contributions - Chepstow Town Band

Members considered making a contribution to Chepstow Town Band in respect of the Summer Music School for which a budgetary provision of £250 had been made.
RESOLVED:
To make a contribution to Chepstow Town Band in respect of the Summer Music School for which a budgetary provision of £250 had been made, under the provisions of s145 Local Government Act 1972.

(k) Community Contributions – Drill Hall

Members considered making a contribution to the Drill Hall for which a budgetary provision of £6,705 had been made.
RESOLVED:

To make a contribution to the Drill Hall for which a budgetary provision of £6,705 had been made, under the provisions of s145 Local Government Act 1972.

(l) Severn Area Rescue Association (SARA)

Members considered making a contribution to SARA for which a budgetary provision of £500 had been made.
RESOLVED:

To make a contribution to SARA for which a budgetary provision of £500 had been made, under the provisions of s234 Public Health Act 1936.

     (m) University of Gloucestershire – Summer Seminar 

Members considered the Clerk’s attendance at the University of Gloucestershire Summer seminar on 15th, 16th July 2009 for which the standard cost per delegate was £190 discounted to £133 for former students and members of the ILCM. 

RESOLVED: 

The Clerk to attend the University of Gloucestershire Summer seminar on 15th, 16th July 2009at a cost of £133 under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s111.

(n) Community Grant Funding 

Members considered the Finance Officer’s report, circulated with the agenda,  detailing Community Grants made during 2008/2009.
RESOLVED:

To note the Finance Officer’s report, circulated with the agenda, detailing Community Grants made during 2008/2009.
(e) Accounts Outstanding

       Members considered the Finance Officer’s report, circulated with the agenda, in 
 respect of accounts outstanding to the Council.

RESOLVED:

To note the Finance Officer’s report and to agree to write off the bad debt identified totaling £86.43.
13.  ANNUAL REPORT 2008/2009

The meeting considered the Clerk’s Draft Annual Report for 2008/2009 which had been circulated with the agenda.

RESOLVED:

To agree the Annual Report for 2008/2009 and to request that the Clerk strengthen the report in respect of funding for the promotional literature which had been extremely helpful in generating new business interest in the former “Woolworth’s Store” and the “What’s On Guide.
FURTHER RESOLVED:

The Annual Report for 2008/2009 to be posted on the Town Council web site.
14.  OLDBURY & BERKLEY POWER STATIONS COMMUNITY LIAISON 

       COUNCIL

       RESOLVED:

       To further defer the report of the Council’s representative(s) to the Oldbury and 
      Berkley Community Liaison Council in view of their absence from the meeting.
15.  ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

       Possible presentation from E-ON. 
       Anti social behaviour impacting on Architen Landrell 
       Monmouthshire County Council’s Review of Area Working
       Avonmouth – Proposed Biomass Diversity Generating Plant.
16.  The next ORDINARY MEETING of the Town Council will be held on 
       WEDNESDAY 27th May 2009 AT 7.00PM in the Council Chamber, The 
       Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.

CLOSE:  This completed the business of the meeting at 8.20pm.

Signed  …………………………..

Date  ………………………..

CHAIRMAN
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