CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL

The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow

Tel 01291 626370 Email towncouncil@chepstow.co.uk 




22nd January 2009
Dear Councillor

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Chepstow Town Council to be held in the Drill Hall, Lower Church Street, Chepstow on Wednesday 28th January 2009 at 7.00pm for the purpose of transacting the following business.

Members of the public are invited to address the Town Council for 15 minutes 
commencing at approximately 7.15pm.
Yours faithfully

Sandra Bushell

TOWN CLERK

	140.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA



	141.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS



	142.
	MINUTES

To approve the minutes of the meetings of Council held on 3rd December 2009. (Attached)


	143.
	MATTERS ARISING

To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 3rd December 2008, not on the agenda, for information only.


	144.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 3rd December 2008 and 14th January 2009. (Attached)


	145.
	SUMMER PLYSCHEME REQUIREMENTS 2009

To further consider the Council Summer Playscheme requirements for 2009.  (Members are advised that there is a budgetary provision of £20,000 for Playschemes in 2009/2010 and that officers from Monmouthshire County Council will be in attendance to answer Members queries)



	146.
	GATEHOUSE WORKS - PROGRESS REPORT

To receive an oral report on the progress of repair and refurbishment works to the Gatehouse.


	147.
	PROGRESS REPORT ON RECOMMENDATIONS OF SPECIAL POLICY PLANNING MEETING 
To consider the Clerk’s report attached setting out progress to date on the recommendations and issues identified at the Special Working Party Policy Planning meeting held on 18th July 2008 and agreed by Council on 23rd July 2008 and, if appropriate to agree (i) the redrafted mission statement and (ii) determine how best to take forward those recommendations/issues for which there has been limited or no progress.


	148.
	POST IMPEMENTATION REVIEW OF TOWN COUNCIL FUNDED PCSO’s

To respond to the request of the local Police Inspector to provide feed back for the post implementation review of the two PCSO’s funded by the Town Council by commenting on their impact in respect of value for money and public reassurance.



	149.
	CHEPSTOW BRIDGE SPACE PROJECT
To consider the initial design concepts submitted by landscape architects taking part in the Chepstow Bridge Space Project design competition and agree to commission further design work to be funded from within the CEDS grant, following completion of the public consultation exercise.  (Copies of the design brief are attached for information, design submissions will on display at the meeting)



	150.
	LITTER BINS

To consider the Clerk’s report (attached) and agree locations for the installation of 12 new litter bins.



	151.
	EUROPEAN NEIGHBOURS’ DAY
To consider whether to participate in European Neighbours’ Day on Tuesday 26th May 2009 for which a registration fee of 500€ is payable.  (Correspondence attached)


	152.
	TUTSHILL WI – WORK SHADOWING

To consider the request of Tutshill WI for the opportunity for one of their members to work shadow Town Council staff for a minimum of two hours.  (Oral report)
 

	153.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

To confirm the reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 30th November and 31st December 2008. (Attached)



	
	(b)
	Accounts

To receive and adopt the monthly accounts for November and December 2008.  (Attached)



	
	(c)
	Public Works Loan Board

To note that a Public Works Loan Board EIP loan at the fixed rate of 3.47% was received on 12th January 2009 and that loan repayments in 2009/10 are estimated to be £20,157 and thus the Precept has been levied at £289,720 for 2009/10.


	
	(d)
	Precept

To note that the Town Council has now received notification of the 2009/20010 Council Tax Base for Chepstow, which at £5,104.72 is an increase of £20.03 on the previous year.  The Town Council’s precept per band D property in 2009/2010 will therefore be £56.53.  (Copy draft press release attached)


	
	(e)
	National Pay Award – Interim Pay Award

To agree to implement the interim Pay Award recommended by the National Joint Council with effect from 1st April 2008 in respect of the Drill Hall Caretaker, details attached.  Members advised that the Drill Hall Caretaker is employed by the Town Council and that full employment costs are recharged to the Drill Hall Management Committee.



	
	(f)
	CCTV

To authorise payment of £2,946.75, the contribution towards CCTV for the period October to December 2008.  Local Government & Rating Act 1997 s31.


	
	(g)
	External Audit 

To note that the External Audit of the Council’s accounts for the year ending 31st March 2008 has been completed and that the External Auditor has confirmed that the Council’s annual return is in accordance with the Auditor General for Wales requirements and that no matters have come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  

The Auditor has drawn attention to the following matters which do not affect their opinion:-

(i) The Annual Return should be fully and accurately completed prior to submission ( The Annual Return for 2008/2009 contained an error in the supporting Bank Reconciliation of £4.00 and Box 7 of the Annual Return did not agree with Box 11 by £1)

(ii) All Council owned Assets included in the Asset register should be given an appropriate value eg cost, insurance valuation or a nominal £1 for each community asset.


	
	(h)
	Local Ramblers Association

To consider whether to make a financial contribution of £50 to the Local branch of the Ramblers Association in recognition of their contribution to the local community. Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s19.


	
	(i)
	Clerks Subscription to SLCC

To consider renewal of the Clerk’s annual subscription to the Society of Local Council Clerk’s at a cost of £166.   Local Government Act 1972 s143.


	
	(j)
	Community Grants Scheme

To consider the attached report in respect of Community Grant funding requests received from Abergavenny Eisteddfod Y Fenni, Bulwark Senior Citizens Club, Chepstow Cormeilles Twinning Association, Chepstow Fairtrade Forum, and Transition Chepstow and, if appropriate, agree funding.


	
	(k)
	Community and Economic Development Scheme - CEDS
To note that applications are invited under the 2009/2010 CEDS grant funding scheme by 20th February 2009 for an anticipated £350,000 capital projects and £75,000 revenue projects, and if appropriate, to identify an appropriate project(s) to form the basis of an application.  (Grant criteria and application form attached) 



	
	(l)
	1st Rifles Regiment Homecoming March – 21st May 2009
To note that the Town Council hosted an initial meeting with the 1st Rifles Regiment and key Police, Fire Service, CADW and Monmouthshire County Council Officers and has assumed responsibility for co-ordinating civilian arrangements.  Members are asked to identify a provisional budget sum, to be funded from budget savings or from reserves to meet necessary costs to be incurred.


	
	(m)
	Promotion of Chepstow’s Retail Opportunities
To note the action taken over the Christmas recess by the Clerk, in consultation with the Town Mayor, to agree funding of £500 to meet the design, printing and distribution costs of a “wallet of material” urgently produced by Chepstow Marketing Committee to promote Chepstow’s retail opportunities to prospective retail agents etc as a positive response to the closure of Woolworths Store.


	154.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

	
	(a) 
	One Voice Wales

To nominate representatives to attend quarterly (a) Area Committee meetings and, (b) Larger Council meetings. 


	
	(b) 
	CCTV Working Group

To note the minutes of the CCTV Working Group meeting held on 5th January 2009.  (Attached) 



	155.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

	
	(a)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Môr Hafren Committee

To note the minutes of Monmouthshire County Council’s Môr Hafren Committee meeting held on 12th November 2008.  (Attached) 



	
	(b)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Bus Surgeries
To note that Monmouthshire County Council will be holding a series of Bus Surgeries at the One Stop Shops throughout Monmouthshire to enable the public to raise public transport issues and identify areas for improvement.  The surgery at Chepstow will take place on 2nd February from 12.00 noon to 4.00pm



	
	(c)
	Jobcentre Plus – Chepstow Job Centre.
To note recent correspondence advising that the closure of Chepstow Jobcentre will be suspended while the current economic uncertainties exist.


	
	(d)
	Transition Chepstow – The Big Launch

To note the invitation for Members to attend the Transition Chepstow event on Wednesday 25th February 2009 at 7.00pm at The Drill Hall.



	
	(e)
	Sustainable Wales
To note the opportunity to attend a free Climate Change information Event at the Temple of Peace in Cathays, Cardiff on Friday 30th January 2009.



	156.
	CORRESPONDENCE

To receive and consider correspondence set out in the attached schedule.


	157.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.



	158.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING



	159.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

To confirm that the next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 25th February 2009 at 7.00pm in Bulwark Community Centre, Bulwark.


