CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in The Drill Hall, Lower Church Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 3rd December 2008 at 7.00pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr D Dovey 

Councillors:
H Ashby, Ms H Beach, M Brady, Mrs S Dovey, 

N Heywood, 
H Hodges, Ms M Lewis, 
Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter, S Sullivan, A Watts
Apologies:  

Cllr Mrs Y Havard, Cllr P Hobson, Cllr T Kirton


In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk),
   


Mrs L Allen (Administrative Officer)
	114.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Members were reminded that it was their individual responsibility to declare any interests and that if they were unclear they should take advice from the Monitoring Officer.

Cllr H Beach declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in ITEM 122 Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau Lease and indicated that she would stay to hear the debate on the item but would not vote on the matter.
Cllr S Dovey declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in ITEM 122 Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau Lease and left the meeting for discussion of this item.
Cllr H Hodges declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in ITEM 122 Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau Lease.
Cllr P Rutter declared and interest under the Code of Conduct in ITEM 132(e)

Community Grants Scheme – Kestrel Gymnastics Club and left the meeting for discussion of this item.



	115.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-

Friday 24th October – Round Table Chartered Dinner
Monday 27th October – Crossroad Caring for Carers – AGM

Thursday 30th October – Countrywide Store, Chepstow – Re-launch Evening

Wednesday 5th November – Chepstow Firework Display

Thursday 6th November – Chepstow Cormeilles Twinning Association AGM – Tutshill School

Sunday 9th November – Remembrance Day Parade

Monday 10th November – Donation presentation at Chepstow Community Hospital

Tuesday 11th November – Chepstow Mencap – AGM

Thursday 27th November – Chepstow Christmas Light Switch On

Friday 28th November – Bulwark Christmas Light Switch On

Sunday 30th November – Usk Town Council concert

The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr H Ashby, had attended the following event:

Wednesday 12th November - Town Amenites Committee Presentation of Community Garden Competition Awards


	116.
	MAYORS CHARITY/CHRISTMAS RECEPTION

(a) The Members considered the Town Mayor’s proposal to include a reference to the Mayors chosen charity on Civic correspondence in order to promote the charity(s) adopted by Town Mayors.  

RESOLVED:-
To agree in principle to the proposal to include a reference to the Town Mayors’ chosen charity(s) subject to confirmation with the Charity Commission as to whether the practice was acceptable. 
(b) The meeting considered the suggestion made at the recent Town Amenities reception, that the Town Council hold a Christmas Civic Reception.

RESOLVED:-

Due to the timescales involved in organising such an event to consider holding a Christmas Civic Reception in 2009.


	117.
	MAYORS FOR PEACE

Members considered correspondence received from the Mayors for Peace 2020 Vision Campaign. 
RESOLVED:-

The Town Mayor to sign the Mayors for Peace 2020 declaration on behalf of the Council.


	118.
	POLICE REPORT

Cllr D Dovey conveyed his thanks to the local Police for their assistance to the Town Council when the planned road closure for the Christmas Switch On event failed to materialise.

The local Police Inspector answered Members questions in respect of the crime statistics circulated with the agenda.  Members raised concerns over the high percentage figures for crime in their wards and the Inspector explained that as they were only dealing with a small number of reported crimes it looked high in percentage terms and that Chepstow Town was overall showing a reduction in reported crime.
The Inspector advised Members of arrangements in place to manage the additional traffic anticipated for the Welsh Grand National and reported that the Pub Watch radio scheme, an extension of the shop scheme, was now in operation.  Forthcoming operations would include utilising plain clothed and uniformed officers to target shoplifting by out of area offenders and action to address anti social behaviour and disrupt the supply of illegal alcohol and drugs.


	119.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the meetings of Council held on 22nd October and 29th October 2008 were confirmed and signed as a true record.

	120.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 99 Training – HM Revenue & Customs.  The Clerk advised that owing to work commitments it had not been possible for staff to attend the business advice open day on 6th November 2008.


	121.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 22nd October and 12th November.

RESOLVED:-
To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 22nd October 24th and 12th November 2008.



	
	(b)
	Town Amenities Committee 
Minutes of the Town Amenities Committee held on 12th October 2008.
RESOLVED:-

To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Town Amenities Committee held on 12th October 2008.


	Cllr Mrs S Dovey left the meeting


	122.
	CHEPSTOW CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU LEASE
Members considered the response received in respect of the Town Council’s legal enquiry as to the Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau’s tenancy status following the transfer of ownership of the Gatehouse to the Town Council and whether to refer the preparation of new draft heads of terms to the Financial Policy and Audit Committee. 
RESOLVED:-

To refer the preparation of new draft heads of terms to the Financial Policy and Audit Committee.  The Financial Policy and Audit Committee to obtain confirmation of the market rent for the offices.


	123.
	GATEHOUSE WORKS - PROGRESS REPORT

	
	Members received a report from the Clerk on the progress of repair and refurbishment works to the Gatehouse and were advised that the work is progressing well.  A minor change to the specification had been made to the top floor office, involving the removal of corner storage cupboards, in order to secure a better area for office use.   The Clerk also reported that she had been advised earlier in the day, that the condition of the roof was such that more extensive roofing works would be required, but that these would be contained within the original contract price.  

The Clerk, in consultation with the working party had agreed a colour scheme for the Gatehouse interior, and would shortly confirm lighting, door furniture and floor covering requirements.
Members expressed concern at reports from the Citizens Advice Bureau that they would be unable to continue to work in The Gatehouse whilst the refurbishments were being carried out.  It was noted that it had not been the Town Council’s intention that the Citizens Advice Bureau should leave the premises and that Town Council administrative staff had vacated the premises in order to make their offices available to the Citizens Advice Bureau.
The Clerk confirmed that she had raised the Citizens Advice Bureau’s occupancy of the premises with the Council’s Surveyor and that he had confirmed that their continued occupancy of the premises was provided for in the contract.  The meeting was reminded that the Council’s Surveyor was the person to whom all matters relating to the contract should be addressed, rather than site staff.  The Council’s Surveyor would then take any issues up with the Contract Manager.

RESOLVED:-

The Clerk to clarify lines of communication on matters relating to the Gatehouse works with the Citizens Advice Bureau Manager.  In the first instance all communication should be to the Council’s Surveyor.



	Cllr Mrs S Dovey returned to the meeting

Cllr Sullivan left the meeting.



	124.
	DOG WASTE DISPOSAL BINS

The meeting was advised of difficulties which had arisen in respect of two dog waste bins in St Christopher’s Ward.  It was suggested that one dog waste bin in Channel View be relocated and that a further bin in Middle Way be provided with a secure lid and/or be relocated.

RESOLVED:-

The St Christopher’s Ward Councillors to determine arrangements for two bins within their Ward which were causing difficulties and to notify the Clerk in order that appropriate action might be taken.


	125.
	SUMMER PLAYSCHEME PROVISION

Members considered the report produced in respect of the Summer 2008 playschemes at Chepstow Leisure Centre and Bulwark Community Centre and the Town Council’s requirements in respect of playscheme provision for 2009.  The Clerk reported on the recent meeting held with Monmouthshire County Council Officers at which, following feedback received in respect of the 2008 Scheme, it had been suggested that the daily operating hours of the scheme might be extended to provide more effective childcare and, that the duration of the scheme be reduced by one week in line with demand and to better facilitate staff training.  The possibility of providing transport from Bulwark and Thornwell to Chepstow Leisure Centre on days when the Bulwark scheme did not operate had also been identified.
RESOLVED:-

To defer consideration of the Town Council’s requirements in respect of the Summer 2009 playschemes at Chepstow Leisure Centre and Bulwark Community Centre to a future meeting of Chepstow Town Council to which Monmouthshire County Council Officers should be invited.


	Cllr Hodges left the meeting.



	126.
	ADDITIONAL CCTV PROVISION

The meeting noted that Monmouthshire County Council’s CCTV Development Officer had identified sufficient funding to meet 50% of the purchase and installation costs of an additional CCTV camera to be sited in Beaufort Square and considered whether to match fund the installation with a contribution of £8,500 from savings on budget Item 2440 Playscheme.  

RESOLVED:-

To contribute £8,500 to meet 50% of the purchase and installation costs of an additional CCTV camera to be sited in Beaufort Square. (Local Government and Rating Act 1197s31).


	127.
	COMMUNITY ORCHARD PLANTING

Members considered the purchase of fruit trees costing approximately £500 to further develop the community orchard project commenced with grant funding in 2007/2008.  

RESOLVED:-

To purchase fruit trees costing approximately £500 to further develop the community orchard project commenced with grant funding in 2007/2008.  (Highways Act 1980 s96).


	128.
	ST MARY’S SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY

The meeting further considered the appointment of a Town Council representative to the governing body of St Mary’s Primary School.

RESOLVED:-

Councillor P Rutter to be Chepstow Town Council’s representative on the governing body of St Mary’s Primary School.



	129.
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR WALES

Members noted the review of Community Council Election results 2008 undertaken by the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales and received feedback from the interactive workshop focusing on “Reviewing the Process” which took place on 1st December 2008 at The Hill, Abergavenny.  Members were advised that the Town Council would be informed when the Local Government Boundary Commission were discussing boundaries affecting Chepstow.


	130.
	WYE VALLEY AONB MANAGEMENT PLAN 2009 – 2014

The meeting noted that comments were invited on the draft Wye Valley Management Plan 2009 – 2014 by 9th January 2009 and that as part of the consultative process the Town Council had sent two delegates to the AONB Management Plan Seminar on Friday, 28th November 2008 at The Chase Hotel, Ross on Wye.



	131.
	MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - AREA WORKING REVIEW

Members considered a questionnaire in respect of Monmouthshire County Council’s Area Working which had been circulated with the agenda.
The meeting expressed the view that “Area Working” arrangements had deteriorated since the area had been expanded to include Severnside; it had become considerably more difficult to contact senior Area Working staff and, communication and consultation on local matters had suffered as a consequence.
RESOLVED:
The Clerk to respond to the consultative questionnaire expressing the Town Council’s view that “Area Working” arrangements had deteriorated since the area had been expanded to include Severnside.


	132.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 31st October 2008 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

The monthly accounts for October 2008 were adopted.
Total Receipts          £ 8,743.01
Total Payments        £52,206.14


	
	(c)
	National Pay Award – Interim Pay Settlement

Members considered whether to implement the interim Pay Award recommended by the National Joint Council with effect from 1st April 2008.
RESOLVED:-

To agree to implement the interim Pay Award recommendation by the Nation Joint Council with effect from 1st April 2008 in line with the confidential report appended to the minutes.


	
	(d)
	Community Grants Scheme – Severn Tunnel Band

Members considered the community grant application received from Severn Tunnel Band seeking funding of £250 towards the cost of their participation in the National Brass Band Championships in Harrogate on 27th September 2008 which cost £1,873.
RESOLVED:-

To make no financial contribution towards the retrospective cost of the Severn Tunnel Band’s participation in the National Brass Band Championships in Harrogate on 27th September 2008 but to invite the Severn Tunnel Band to play at the Bandstand in 2009.


	
	(e)
	Community Grants Scheme – Kestrel Gymnastics Club

The meeting considered the community grant application received from Kestrel Gymnastics Club seeking funding of £2,366.45 for the purchase of metal bars and a vaulting table.
RESOLVED:-

To make no financial contribution to Kestrel Gymnastics Club at this time.


	
	(f)
	One Voice Wales

Members considered whether to rejoin One Voice Wales for which the annual subscription cost in 2008/2009 is £1,190.  
RESOLVED:-
To rejoin One Voice Wales at an annual subscription cost of £1,190. Local Government Act 1972 s143.


	
	(g)
	Direct Information Service

The meeting considered renewal of the Council’s annual subscription to the Direct Information Service (DIS) at a cost of £150.
RESOLVED:-

To renew the Council’s annual subscription to the Direct Information Service (DIS) at a cost of £150. Local Government Act 1972 s143,


	
	(h)
	Open Spaces Society

The meeting considered renewal of the Councils annual subscription to the Open Spaces Society at a cost of £30.
RESOLVED:-

Not to renew the Council’s annual subscription to the Open Spaces Society. 


	
	(i)
	Ramblers Association

The meeting considered renewal of the Council’s annual subscription to the Ramblers Association at a cost of £36.
RESOLVED:-

Not to renew the Council’s annual subscription to the Ramblers Association, but to consider making a contribution of £50 to the local branch of the Ramblers Association at the next meeting of Council in recognition of their contribution to the local community.
.

	133.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

 

	
	(a) 
	CCTV Working Group - Members noted the minutes of the CCTV Working Group meeting held on 6th October 2008.


	
	(b)
	Drill Hall Management Committee – The Chairman of the Drill Hall Management Committee advised that the Committee had been successful in obtaining grant funding from CEDS of £1,750 towards the purchase of an electronic cinema screen.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	134.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
The following items were reported for Members information:-



	
	(a)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Môr Hafren Committee

The minutes of Monmouthshire County Council’s Môr Hafren Committee meeting held on 24th September 2008 



	
	(b) 
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

The minutes of Chepstow Marketing Committee meeting held on 7th October 2008. 


	
	(c)
	MCC – Road Traffic Regulation Act – Burnt Barn Road, Chepstow

Details of the proposed temporary road closure on Burnt Barn Road, Chepstow for the renewal of telegraph poles on 2nd December 2008 for approximately two days.


	
	(d)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Highways Feedback

Notification of the outcome of the recent Highway’s Department survey.


	
	(e) 
	SLCC National Conference

The report in respect of the SLCC National Conference which took place on 17th – 19th October 2008.



	135.
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.
With the consent of the Chairman, the Clerk reported the following items of correspondence which had been received too late to be included on the agenda for Members information:-
(a) Welsh Assembly Government - Call for Evidence. Invitation to comment on the financial support for Assembly Members.
(b) Post Office Relocation – Notification of the proposed relocation of Chepstow Post Office from Albion Square to 22b Welsh Street, Chepstow.


	136.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.
None.



	137.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
2009 Summer Playscheme Requirements.
Donation to local Ramblers Association.


	138.
	CHRISTMAS RECESS
Members considered delegation arrangements to deal with urgent business arising over the Christmas recess.

RESOLVED:-

To delegate authority to the Clerk, in consultation with the Town Mayor or Deputy Town Mayor, to deal with urgent business arising over the Christmas recess.


	139.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

To confirm that the next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 28th January 2009 at 7.00pm in the Drill Hall, Lower Church Street, Chepstow.


CLOSE:  This completed the business of the meeting at 10.10pm.

Signed  …………………………..

Date  ………………………..

CHAIRMAN
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