CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 22nd October 2008 at 7.00pm

Present:



Chairman:

Cllr D Dovey 

Councillors:
H Ashby, Ms H Beach, M Brady, Mrs Y Havard,

N Heywood, P Hobson, H Hodges, T Kirton,
Ms M Lewis, Mrs J Robbins, P Rutter, S Sullivan, A Watts
Apologies:  

Cllr Mrs S Dovey


In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk),
   


Mrs L Allen (Administrative Officer)



Mrs L Power (Finance Officer) 

Members received a short presentation from the Chief Executive of One Voice Wales and the local Area Committee in respect of the role of One Voice Wales and the benefits of membership for community and town councillors.

The Town Mayor introduced, Mrs Allen, the Council’s newly appointed Administrative Officer.
	84.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Members were reminded that they were required to complete their Register of Interests.

Cllr Ms H Beach declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 103(a) Correspondence from Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau.

Cllr Mrs Y Havard declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 102(c) Matters for Information – Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau Annual Report and Item 103(a) Correspondence from Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau.

Cllr N Heywood declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 100(d) 2009/2010 Draft Budget in respect of proposed budgetary provision for Chepstow Festival, Museum lunchtime opening, Axis 3 Match Funding and the Drill Hall 



	With the consent of the Town Mayor Cllr H Hodges addressed the meeting.  Cllr Hodges thanked friends and colleagues for their letters of support and condolence following the recent loss of his Mother.  Cllr Hodges explained that he had a great deal of personal business and arrangements to organise and requested to be excused for the rest of the meeting.
Cllr Hodges left the meeting.


	85.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-

Saturday 29th September 2009 – 1st Bulwark Guides, Girl Guiding Gwent Goes Gold
Saturday 29th September 2008 – Opening of refurbished Red Cross Shop.

Sunday 5t October 2008 – Anniversary Service of Thanksgiving at Itton Church
Friday 10th October 2008 – Chepstow Big Brew in aid of SSAA
Wednesday 15th October 2008 – Re-launch of Rainbow Centre

Sunday 19th October 2008 – Hoggin The Bridge



	86. 
	MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 24th September 2008 were confirmed and signed as a true record.


	87.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 68. 1st Riffles Regiment
The Clerk advised that following the resolution to hold a Civic welcoming of the 1st Rifles Regiment on their return from Afganistan, made at the last meeting of Council, she had contacted the Commanding Officer who had indicated that the 21st May 2009 would be an appropriate date for such an event and had undertaken to incorporate an appropriate event within the Regiment’s plans.



	88.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 24th September 2008 and 8th October 2008

RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 24th September 2008 and 8th October 2008



	
	(b)
	Personnel Committee 

Draft minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee held on 17th September 2008. 
RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee held on 17th September 2008. 


	
	(c)
	Finance Committee

Draft minutes of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 15th October 2008.
RESOLVED:

To adopt the minutes of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 15th October 2008 and to agree the recommendations in respect of Grant Funding for Bulwark Christmas Switch On Event and Earmarked Reserves.



	89.
	EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL

The Clerk explained that whilst tenders for the Gatehouse works had been received earlier that day, the surveyor’s report analysing the tenders and confirming costs would not be available until 29th October.  The Clerk, in consultation with the Town Mayor and Chairman of Financial Policy and Audit Committee, had therefore provisionally arranged an extra ordinary meeting of the Town Council to take place on Wednesday, 29th October 2008, specifically to appoint a contractor and finalise funding and budget requirements.

RESOLVED:
To confirm the decision to hold an extra ordinary meeting of the Town Council on Wednesday, 29th October 2008 specifically to: (a) appoint a contractor to undertake the major Gatehouse works following the recent tender process; (b) agree borrowing requirements and confirm total budgetary requirements; (c) establish a small working group with delegated responsibility to determine urgent day to day matters relating to the major works; and (d) confirm the Council’s total budgetary requirements for 2009/2009.



	90.
	FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 

The Clerk introduced her report which outlined the requirement under the Freedom of Information Act for the Town Council to adopt a new model publication scheme and, to produce a revised schedule of information available under the scheme together with a schedule of charges in respect of information provided.
The meeting discussed whether it was appropriate to levy a charge to meet photocopying costs.  The Clerk advised that to date only one Freedom of Information request had been received.  The Clerk also advised that the Council’s photocopier was very economic and that the administrative cost of charging, collecting and accounting for minimal fees arising from the provision of information under the Freedom of Information Act was likely to exceed any income from photocopying charges.
In discussing the schedule of information available under the model publication scheme from Chepstow Town Council, Members identified that they wished a report of all Town Council grant funding to be presented to the Annual Meeting of the Town Council. 

RESOLVED:

(a) To adopt the Model Publication Scheme issued by the Information Commissioner; 

(b) To agree the Schedule of Information available from Chepstow Town Council under the Model Publication Scheme which had been circulated with the agenda; and,

(c) To agree to make no charge for copies of information provided. 



	91.
	ST MARY’S SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY

The meeting noted that the Town Council’s representative on the governing body of St Mary’s Primary School has resigned.  Members considered the appointment of a new representative.

RESOLVED:

To defer the appointment of a Town Council representative to the governing body of St Mary’s Primary School in order that the meeting arrangements of the governing body might be clarified.


	92.
	REMEMBRANCE DAY PARADE

The meeting noted the arrangements for Remembrance events including the Remembrance Day Parade which would take place on Sunday 9th November 2008.

Members were advised that the Town Council, in consultation with the Royal British Legion Chepstow Branch, had arranged for a banner detailing the timing of the wreath laying at the War Memorial and observation of two minutes silence in St Mary’s Parish Church, to be erected on the War Memorial railings.

Cllr Mrs Havard gave apologies as she would be unable to attend the Remembrance Day Parade event owing to a prior family commitment.

	93.
	MCC – ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 – STATION ROAD EAST AREA

The meeting considered the proposed changes to the prohibition and restriction of waiting order in respect of Station Road East, School Hill, River View and Beaufort Place on which comments or objections might be made by 27th October 2008.

RESOLVED:

To make no objections to the proposed changes to the prohibition and restriction of waiting order in respect of Station Road East, School Hill, River View and Beaufort Place.


	94.
	MCC – ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 – MOOR STREET/HARDWICK TERRACE

The meeting considered the proposed changes to the prohibition and restriction of waiting and disabled persons parking place order in respect of Moor Street and Hardwick Terrace on which comments or objections might be made by 3rd November 2008.

RESOLVED:

To make no objections to the proposed changes to the prohibition and restriction of waiting and disabled persons parking place order in respect of Moor Street and Hardwick Terrace


	95.
	MCC – ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 – B4235

The Clerk reported the proposed temporary road closure on the B4235 Chepstow to Shirenewton for a period of 10 weeks commencing on 3rd November 2008 and explained that she had raised the issue of access from Chepstow to Great Barnets Wood with Monmouthshire County Council who had undertaken to provide for such access within the diversionary scheme


	96.
	GWENT ASSOCIATION OF VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS

Members considered the invitation to attend the Annual General Meeting of Gwent Association of Voluntary Associations at the Parkway Hotel, Cwmbran on Friday 24th October at 11.00am.
RESOLVED:

The Deputy Mayor, Cllr H Ashby to attend the Annual General Meeting of Gwent Association of Voluntary Associations at the Parkway Hotel, Cwmbran on Friday 24th October 2008.


	97.
	MONMOUTHSHIRE LOCAL HEALTH BOARD – CLINICAL FUTURES MEETING

Members considered the invitation to attend a meeting at Usk Scout Centenary Hall, Maryport Street, Usk at 6.00pm on Monday 10th November 2008 in order to receive a presentation on the progress of Community Based Services in Monmouthshire over the past year and to discuss proposals for the shape of Community Based Services in the future.

RESOLVED:

Cllr M Brady to attend the Monmouthshire Local Health Board, Clinical Futures meeting at Usk Scout Centenary Hall, Maryport Street, Usk on Monday 10th November 2008 which would review Community Based Services in Monmouthshire. 


	98.
	DOG WASTE DISPOSAL BINS

The meeting noted the complaints of a local resident with regard to the location of the dog waste bin in Channel View.  Members were also advised that further complaints had also been received in respect of the dog waste disposal bin in Piggys Hill, despite the previous relocation of the bin.
RESOLVED:

(a)  The Ward Members for St Christopher’s Ward to review the location of the dog waste bin in Channel View and to make recommendations to the next ordinary meeting of the Town Council.

(b)  The Clerk, in consultation with the Ward Members for Larkfield Ward, to arrange for the relocation within Piggys Hill.


	99.
	TRAINING - H M REVENUE & CUSTOMS

Members noted the availability of a free one day H M Revenue & Customs VAT business advice Open Day at the Millennium Stadium Cardiff on 6th November 2008.

RESOLVED:

The Clerk and Finance Officer to attend the free one day H M Revenue & Customs VAT business advice Open Day at the Millennium Stadium Cardiff on 6th November 2008.

	
	H M Customs VAT  Advise Day

To note 

	100.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 30th September 2008 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

The monthly accounts for September 2008 were adopted:-
Total Receipts    £  1,424.39

Total Payments  £12,686.86


	
	(c)
	British Legion – Remembrance Day

The meeting considered whether to make a financial contribution to the Royal British Legion (Chepstow Branch) in respect of Remembrance Day expenses.
RESOLVED:

To contribute £450 towards the Royal British Legion (Chepstow Branch) in respect of Remembrance Day expenses.  Local Government Act 1972 s137.  


	
	(d)
	2009/2010 Draft Budget

The Chair of Financial Policy and Audit Committee introduced the draft budget for 2009/2010 and explained that the draft budget made no provision for the Town Arch and Gatehouse as this planned expenditure was to be addressed by the extraordinary meeting of the Town Council on 29th October 2008.

The meeting was advised that no budget provision had been made for a number of the initiatives identified by the Special Working Party Meeting of Council held on 18th June 2008.  

Members considered the draft budget proposals recommended by the Financial Policy and Audit Committee in detail, noting in particular the year on year changes.  

RESOLVED:

(i)) To confirm the 2009/2010 Draft Base Budget of £269,563 recommended by the Financial Policy and Audit Committee on 15th October 2008 a copy of which is appended to the minutes.
(ii) To agree additional budget provision in respect of the purchase and major repair and refurbishment of the Town Arch and Gatehouse at the extraordinary meeting of Council on 29th October2008.


	
	(e)
	Severn Princess Restoration Fund

A Member requested that Council consider whether to request the return of unspent grant funding made to the Severn Princess Restoration Group.  The Member gave a detailed oral report of the decision making process which led to the award of the grant and subsequent discussions of the grant and the project by the Town Council.  The Member expressed concern at the delays which had hindered the completion of the project and the current condition of the Severn Princess.
The legal basis on which the Town Council might legitimately request the return of unspent grant money was questioned.

Several Members spoke in support of the Severn Princess Restoration Group, identifying that the Severn Princess had the potential to become an iconic landmark in Chepstow as a consequence of both its historic significance and “popular” association with the singer/songwriter Bob Dylan who had been photographed whilst using the ferry.
The Town Council’s representative on the Severn Princess Restoration Group gave an update on progress with the project and advised that an engineers report was to be prepared for the Severn Princess.

The Clerk reported the contents of a letter received from Mr Tim Ryan, Project Co-ordinator of the Severn Princess Restoration Group.  The Severn Princess Restoration Group were concerned that the grant to their organisation was again a topic for discussion by the Full Council and had offered, as a gesture of goodwill and in the interest of saving valuable Council time and resources to return the balance of unspent grant funding to the Town Council on the understanding that: (1) The sum concerned be completely “ring fenced” in favour of the Severn Princess Project; (2) The Project Trustees continue to direct all future expenditure of the balance towards completion of the Project; and (3) Payments be made promptly, on presentation of invoices to the Town Clerk.
RESOLVED:

(i) Not to request the return of unspent grant funding made to the Severn Princess Restoration Group.

(ii) To request a copy of the engineers report on the Severn Princess once available. 


	101.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

The Town Council’s representative at the CSAT meeting on 30th September 2008 

reported that she had been asked to clarify the Town Council’s objection to the proposal to erect a lockable gate in the wall between Welsh Street car park and The Dell and that she had explained that the Town Council considered the route to be a “public right of way.”  The Member advised that despite the Town Council’s reservations, it appeared the lockable gate was to be erected.


	102.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

The following items were reported for Members information:-



	
	(a)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Môr Hafren Committee

The minutes of Monmouthshire County Council’s Môr Hafren Committee meeting held on 23rd July 2008. 

	
	(b)
	Gloucester Harbour Trustees
Applications for the position of Community Trustee to Gloucester Harbour Trust were invited with a view to an appointment being made at the Trustees’ November meeting.  



	
	(c) 
	Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau

Copies of the Annual Report for Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau were available at the meeting or from the Clerk on request.


	103.
	CORRESPONDENCE
Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.


	
	(a)
	Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau

The meeting considered correspondence from the Chairman of Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau dated 15th October seeking clarification of the bureau’s tenancy status following the transfer of ownership of the Gatehouse to the Town Council.  

RESOLVED:

The Clerk to seek the legal opinion of the Town Council’s solicitor and to report further to the next ordinary meeting of Council.


	104.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.
A Member highlighted that an increasing number of cars were being offered for sale at the top of St Lawrence Road and that the matter had been raised with Monmouthshire County Council.
A Member requested permission for a photographic record to be made of the next meeting of the Town Council, explaining that the record was to be taken and used exclusively for study purposes, but that copy photographs might be made available to the Town Council.  Members indicated that they had no objections to a photographic record being made of the next meeting of the Town Council, provided that it was used exclusively for study purposes.


	105.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING


	106.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

To confirm that the next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 26th November 2008 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.


CLOSE:  This completed the business of the meeting at 10.30pm.

Signed  …………………………..

Date  ………………………..

CHAIRMAN
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