CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL

The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow

Tel 01291 626370 Email towncouncil@chepstow.co.uk 





16th April 2008
Dear Councillor

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Chepstow Town Council to be held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow on Wednesday 23rd April 2008 at 7.00pm for the purpose of transacting the following business.

Members of the public are invited to address the Town Council for 15 minutes commencing at approximately 7.15pm.
To receive representatives from Chepstow Round Table who will address the meeting on arrangements for the 2008 Chepstow Carnival.
Yours faithfully

Sandra Bushell

TOWN CLERK

	243.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA



	244.
	CODE OF CONDUCT

Members are reminded of correspondence received from the Welsh Assembly Government highlighting a recent amendment to the Code of Conduct and the requirement to sign the new declarations provided.  (Members should note that they are required to sign the new declaration prior to 1st May 2008 or will cease to be a Member from the end of that day)


	245.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS



	246. 
	MINUTES

To approve the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 26th March 2008.
(Attached)


	247.
	MATTERS ARISING

To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 26th March 2008, not on the agenda, for information only.


	248.
	BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD FROM MEETING ON 27th FEB. 2008 

	
	(a)
	SEVERN PRINCESS
To note the (attached) progress and financial report on the Severn Princess Project and to consider supporting correspondence received.



	249.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 26th March 2008 and 9th April 2008. (Attached)


	
	(b) 
	Drill Hall Management Committee
To receive the minutes of the Drill Hall Management Committee held on 9th April 2008 and to consider the proposals in respect of the employment arrangements for the Caretaker/Administrator.


	250.
	WALES IN BLOOM

To consider whether to enter the Small Town Category of the Wales in Bloom Competition in Summer 2008.



	251.
	STAFF ANNUAL INCREMENTS

To consider the attached Clerk’s report in respect of Staff Annual Increments and to agree recommendations.



	252. 
	WYE VALLEY AONB

To consider the offer from the Wye Valley AONB to attend a future meeting of the Council in order to explain the purpose of the Wye Valley AONB Management Plan and to identify issues of concern to Members and the wider public in order to ensure that the AONB is taking the views of local people into account.



	253.
	CYMRAWD

To consider the invitation for the Council to join a new local government association for town and community councils.  (Correspondence attached)

 

	254.
	OLD LIBRARY

To note progress on the repair/rebuilding of the Old library wall and to agree the finish to the Town Council side of the wall. (Report attached)


	255.
	CHEPSTOW CAB – ACCOMMODATION CONCERNS
To consider correspondence received from the Chair of Trustees for Chepstow Citizen Advice Bureau seeking formal consultation on the Council’s plans for the Gatehouse.  (Attached)


	256.
	MEMBER TRAINING

To consider the proposal to provide training for the new Council prior to the Annual Meeting. (Clerk’s oral report)


	257.
	FINANCE   

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

To confirm the reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 31st March 2008. (Attached)


	
	(b)
	Accounts

To receive and adopt the monthly accounts for March 2008.  (Attached)


	
	(c)
	Greater Gwent (Torfaen) Pension Fund Employer Contributions 2008/2009

To confirm the recommendation of the Vice Chairman of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee to pay the employers pension contribution of 15.6% of pensionable pay for 2008/2009 increasing to 19.1% of pensionable pay on 1st April 2009.  


	
	(c)
	Insurance

To agree the renewal of the Council’s insurance at cost of £9,907.52 per annum.  (Members are advised that£423.97 of this premium will be recharged to the Drill Hall Management Committee and £1,043.59 the Council’s tenant at The Old Library)


	
	(d)
	Chepstow Carnival

To consider the request from Chepstow Round Table for a funding contribution of £1,000 towards the cost of running Chepstow Carnival on 12th July 2008 estimated to be £3,000.  Grant funding may be made under the provision of the Local Government Act 1972 s145.


	
	(e) 
	Wales Positive Mental Attitude Tournament

To consider the request for a funding contribution towards the cost of £1,200 to £1,500 for accommodation and transport for local young people taking part in the Wales Positive Mental Attitude Tournament on 30th May 2008.
(Correspondence attached) Grant Funding may be made under the provisions of the Local Government(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s19.


	
	(f)
	I T Consultancy

To note that following a recent IT problem, urgent action was taken and a Chepstow based company was engaged to rectify the fault.  

Members are asked to agree to the appointment of the company (subject to satisfactory references) to undertake a “health check” on the Town Council’s remaining PC’s and to engage the company to respond to breakdowns/faults as required.



	
	(g)
	Community and Town Council Borrowing Approval

To consider the Clerk’s response to the Welsh Assembly Government’s request for further information in support of the Town Council’s application for borrowing approval. (To be tabled)


	
	(h)
	Welsh Assembly Government – Local Vision Statutory Guidance on Developing and Delivering Community Strategies
To note that a copy of the Statutory Guidance on Developing and Delivering Community Strategies is available from the Clerk’s office and accompanying guidance is available from www.wales.gov.uk/communitystrategies.


	
	(i)

	Monmouthshire County Council – Climate Change and Sustainable Energy Strategy
To note that a copy of Monmouthshire County Council’s Climate Change and Sustainable Energy Strategy is available from the Clerk’s office or via www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/climatechange.


	
	(j) 
	Local Councils Update
To consider renewal of the Council’s annual subscription to Local Councils Update at a cost of £65 under the provisions of the Local government act 1972 s143.



	258.
	REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES


	259.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

	
	(a)
	Royal Naval Association

Members are reminded that the annual Gallipoli Remembrance Service will take place at the War Memorial at 11.00am on Friday 25th April 2008. 



	
	(b)
	Monmouthshire County Council –CCTV Update

To note correspondence dated 31st March 2008 from Monmouthshire County Council’s CCTV Officer providing an update on CCTV matters.  (Attached)


	
	(c)


	Welsh Assembly Government – Fire and Rescue National Framework

To note that a copy of the Welsh Assembly’s consultation draft Fire and Rescue Framework, on which responses are invited by 20th June 2008, is available from the Clerk’s office.

	260.
	CORRESPONDENCE


	261.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.


	262.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING


	263.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

To confirm that the Annual Meeting of Chepstow Town Council will take place on Tuesday 20th May 2008 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.


