CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, 

on Wednesday 23rd January 2008 at 7.00pm
Present:

Chairman:

Cllr Ms H Beach (Town Mayor) 

Councillors:
H Ashby, Mrs P Birchall, Mrs V Crump,
Mrs Y Havard, N Heywood, P Hobson,
H Hodges, T Kirton, G McCarthy, A Redhead,
Mrs J Robbins, D Roman, A Watts.

Apologies:  
Cllr D Dovey

In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk), Mrs R E Jones (Admin Officer), 
                                    Mrs E Power (Finance Officer)
Members stood in silence for one minute in memory of Eric Heath, a former Chepstow Town Councillor from 1975 to 1991, and, Town Mayor in 1980/81 and 1984/85 who had died aged 91 on 31st December 2007.  

Mr Jim Hewitt as Agent of the School Hill Centre addressed the meeting with reference to the boundary wall between the Old Memorial Library and the School Hill Centre.  Mr Hewitt advised the meeting that the old stone wall located on the Town Council’s property was in need of restoration for both security and health and safety reasons.  Mr Hewitt explained that the owners of the School Hill Centre would prefer a stone wall rather than the railings suggested by the Town Council and had undertaken to make a financial contribution to meet the increased cost, if the Town Council were to erect a stone wall.

Mr Hewitt stressed that he was anxious to reach agreement on moving the matter forward urgently in order to satisfy the needs of the tenants of the School Hill Centre and their insurers and to address health and safety issues.
Mr Rob Davies of Homemakers Community Recycling addressed the meeting to set the context for future funding applications to the Town Council.  Mr Davies advised Members that Homemakers were a registered “not for profit” charity based in Abergavenny who collected, refurbished and recycled bulky household goods.  
Mr Davies further explained that Homemakers Community Recycling made a very valuable contribution to the local community, in a number of ways, including: collecting and removing items from within homes; offering support for volunteers looking to return to a work environment; recycling and bulk item disposal; providing affordable furniture; and assisting flood and other crisis victims.

Mr Davies advised Members that the overheads of Homemakers less the income left a small deficit, which they hoped to make up through local grant funding.  Mr Davies acknowledged previous grant contributions received from the Town Council and explained that Homemakers would be submitting a further grant application in the new financial year in order to help fund the development of their website which sought to promote the Recycling service more thoroughly.

	175.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Mrs P Birchall declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 179 (a) Funding Request – Tourist Information Visitor Signs and Visitor Counter, Item 183 CCTV and, Item 185.  Summer Playscheme.
Cllr Mrs V Crump declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 179 (a) Funding Request – Tourist Information Visitor Signs and Visitor Counter.  Cllr Crump addressed the meeting with regard to the item but did not vote on the matter.

Cllr P Hobson declared an interest under reg. 12of the Code of Conduct in Item 183 CCTV, Item 185.  Summer Playscheme, and 190 (e) Area Committee Budget Consultation Meeting.  Cllr P Hobson also declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 179 (a) Funding Request – Tourist Information Visitor Signs and Visitor Counter
Cllr A Watts declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 179 (a) Funding Request – Tourist Information Visitor Signs and Visitor Counter and Item 183 CCTV



	176.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-

Thursday 29 November 2007 – Christmas Light Switch On Event

Friday 30 November 2007 – Bulwark Christmas Lights Switch On Event
Thursday 6 December 2007 – St David’s Foundation “Light Up a Life” Service

Sunday 9 December 2007 – Choral Society Carol Service at St Mary’s Church
Monday 10 December 2007 – The Dell Primary School Nativity Performance
Monday 14 January 2008 – Kumon Maths Presentation Evening
With regard to the Kumon Maths presentation evening the Town Mayor declared that she had been presented with a bottle of wine which she proposed to donate to the Town Council. 

The Mayor also reported that a number of the Town Councillors had attended the 

1 Rifles Sounding Retreat at Chepstow Castle on 29 November 2007.



	177.
	MINUTES

	
	(a)
	Minutes of the meeting of Council held on 28th November 2007  

Members considered the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 28th November 2007.  The accuracy of the minutes was questioned and Members were invited to listen to the tape recording taken at the meeting on 28th November 2007 which was available in the Council Chamber.

It was suggested that since there had been no agreement on 28th November 2007 there would be no benefit in listening to the recording of the meeting.

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 28th November 2007 were 

confirmed and signed as a true record subject to the following amendments:-

Item 163. Minutes

Delete:-

“Members considered the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 24th October 2007.  The Chair expressed concern over Item 150 (b).  Remembrance Day Parade.  The Chair stated that she had requested an amendment (tabled) but that the Clerk had refused to make the amendment, and therefore the Chair declined to sign page 71 of the Minutes.  Members failed to agree to the Chair’s amendment, and proposed that the Minutes be accepted but that Item 150 (b) be deferred to a later date.”

Replace with:-

“Members considered the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 24th October 2007 and failed to agree the minute or amendment of item 150(b) Remembrance Day Parade and proposed that the minutes be accepted but that Item 150(b) Remembrance Day Parade be deferred to a later date.”

Item 167. Finance
Delete:- 

Para 2. Point 2. 
“ 2.  That, if possible, there should be no increase in the precept set in 2007/2008”

Replace with:-

“ 2.  That, if possible, there should be no increase on the precept set in 2007/2008”



	
	(b)
	Minutes of the meeting of Council held on 24th October 2007

Item 150 (b) Remembrance Day Parade

	
	
	It was proposed that Item 150 (b) Remembrance Day Parade be left as an unconfirmed minute.

The Clerk advised that the minutes of a meeting of a local council are to be signed at the same or next suitable meeting of the authority (Local Government Act 1972 s41(1)) and thus it was not acceptable to have an unconfirmed 

minute.  The Clerk further advised that in the event of a difference of opinion as 

to the content of a minute, the matter should be resolved by a vote.

The meeting therefore reconsidered Item 150 (b) Remembrance Day Parade and 

signature of page 71 of the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 24th October 2007.

The Clerk advised the meeting that only Members present at the meeting of 

Council on 24th October 2007 should participate in the debate and vote on the 

accuracy of the minute or amendment.

Members present at the meeting of Council on 24th October 2007 were therefore 

provided with further copies of the draft minute prepared by the Clerk and, 

amendment to the draft minute prepared by the Town Mayor.

It was proposed that the amendment to the draft minute prepared by the Town Mayor be adopted and the meeting proceeded to a recorded vote.
FOR:            Cllrs Ms H Beach, Mrs P Bichall, Mrs V Crump, Y Havard,

                      P Hobson, T Kirton, G McCarthy, A Redhead, A Watts.

AGAINST:   Cllrs H Ashby, N Heywood, J Robbins

ABSTENTIONS:  Cllrs H Hodges, D Roman

RESOLVED:

To amend the minutes of the meeting of Council on 24th October 2007, as follows:-

Item 150 (b) Remembrance Day Parade

Delete:-

“The arrangements for the Remembrance Day Parade to take place on Sunday 11th November 2007 were discussed.  The Town Mayor expressed her concern that the 1 Rifles Regiment would be carrying their rifles on the parade and stated that she personally felt the carrying of weapons to be inappropriate and therefore sought the views of Council. 

The meeting expressed its strong support for the armed forces and stated that the Town Council would fully support the carrying of weapons by the 1 Rifles on the Remembrance Day Parade.  The Town Mayor was reminded that she was required to represent the views of the Town Council and not any personal views. 

The following Members confirmed that they would be attending the Remembrance Day Parade: Ms H Beach, Town Mayor; Mrs Y Havard; N Heywood; P Hobson; A Redhead; Mrs J Robbins.”

Replace with:- 
“The arrangements for the Remembrance Day Parade to take place on Sunday 11th November 2007 were discussed.  The Town Mayor said that a member of the public had contacted the council and expressed their concern that the 1 Rifles Regiment would be carrying their rifles on the parade.  The Mayor said that she also felt the carrying of weapons to be inappropriate and therefore sought the views of Council.  None of the other councillors present felt that there was an issue and the matter was not progressed.  

The following Members confirmed that they would be attending the Remembrance Day Parade: Ms H Beach, Town Mayor; Mrs Y Havard; N Heywood; P Hobson; A Redhead; Mrs J Robbins.”
Members raised the electronic recording of future meetings and the Clerk undertook to include this item on the agenda for the next meeting. 



	178.
	MATTERS ARISING

Representation on behalf of Severn Bridge Social Club

Members sought clarification of the Town Council’s funding of the Bulwark Switch On Event.  

The Administrative Officer advised that the Town Amenities Committee had made a budgetary provision of £2,000 in 2007/2008 to fund additional lights for Bulwark and that no provision had been made for funding the Bulwark Switch On Event. 
Members requested that this matter be included on the agenda for the next meeting.

Item 164.  Matters Arising - Item 134.  Dog Waste Disposal

In response to Members enquiries as to the progress with regard to Dog Waste Bins, Cllr Hobson advised the meeting that he had clarified the ownership of a number of sites and undertook to provide the Town Clerk with a copy of the relevant information.


	179.
	BUSINESS DEFERRED  FROM MEETING ON 28TH NOVEMBER 2007 



	
	(a)
	Funding Request - Tourist Information Visitor Signs and Visitor Counter

Members considered the request for a financial contribution towards the cost of £1,274 for erecting “Tourist Information Signs” and £1,410 for relocating the electronic “visitor counter” within the Tourist Information office.

RESOLVED:

To make no financial contribution towards the cost of £1,274 for erecting “Tourist Information Signs” and £1,410 for relocating the electronic “visitor counter” within the Tourist Information office.


	
	(b)
	Open Spaces Society

Members considered renewal of the Council’s subscription to the Open Spaces Society at a cost of £30 per annum.
RESOLVED:

To renew the Council’s subscription to the Open Spaces Society at a cost of £30 per annum under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s143.



	
	(c)
	Axis 3 Funding Scheme

The meeting noted that the Town Council’s grant funding application made under Axis 3 has been accepted at round 1 of the bids.  The Clerk provided copies of the Town Council’s application to interested Members, for their information.


	180.
	COMMITTEES



	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

Minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 28th November 2007, 12th December 2007 and draft minutes of the meeting the 9th January 2008.
RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 28th November 2007, 12th December 2007 and draft minutes of the meeting the 9th January 2008.


	
	(b)
	Financial Policy and Audit Committee 

Draft minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee held on 21st November 2007. 
RESOLVED:

To adopt the draft minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee held on 21st November 2007.


	
	(c)
	Personnel Committee 

Draft minutes of the Personnel Committee held on 12th December 2007. 

RESOLVED:

To receive the draft minutes of the Personnel Committee held on 12th December 2007. 



	
	(d)
	Town Amenities Committee 

Draft minutes of the Town Amenities Committee held on 17th October 2007. 
RESOLVED:

To receive the draft minutes of the Town Amenities Committee held on 17th October 2007. 



	181.
	DRILL HALL MANAGEMENT 


	
	(a)
	Drill Hall Management Committee

The meeting received a brief oral report of the Drill Hall Management Committee meeting held on 30th October 2007.

It was noted that the Management Committee had sought to determine community interest in participating in the management of the Drill Hall and had placed an article in the local press which had attracted a number of positive responses.

The Management Committee had also discussed the type and level of bookings that might be acceptable



	
	(b)
	Progress on transfer of Drill Hall

The Clerk advised the meeting that she had emailed Monmouthshire County Council’s Head of Asset Management on 21st January 2008 advising that the Drill Hall Lease had now been agreed by both the Town and County Councils and could therefore be signed, but that practical transfer issues needed to be addressed, including: an inventory; fire and security alarm details; utility provider details; and keyholders/caretaking staff.  

The Clerk had requested that the Head of Asset Management contact the Town Council as a matter of urgency in order to finalise these and any other transfer issues and was awaiting a response.

Cllr A Watts undertook to contact Monmouthshire County Council Asset Management Section in order to progress the outstanding transfer issues and particularly, an inventory of the Drill Hall contents.



	182.
	GATEHOUSE

	
	(a)
	Update on the progress of works required to the Town Arch and Gatehouse

The Clerk was asked if the roofing repairs had been completed. 

The Clerk explained that no major roofing works had been undertaken, but that remedial gutter cleaning had been undertaken and that the roof had been thoroughly inspected by the Surveyor appointed by the Town Council.

The Clerk further explained that despite many chasing telephone calls over the summer, the Surveyor had not provided the prioritised priced scheme of works, commencing with roofing and exterior works to prevent water damage as requested, in time to inform the budget setting process.

The Clerk had finally met with the Surveyor on 7th January 2008 and had learnt 
that progress on a prioritised and priced scheme had stalled as a consequence of a misunderstanding and that the Surveyor had been under the impression that the Town Council’s scheme had changed and that new plans and planning consents would be required before a realistic priced scheme of works was prepared.

The Clerk had therefore advised the Surveyor that this was not the case and that the Town Council had confirmed its support for the agreed scheme as detailed in planning application M/22794, which had been provided to the Surveyor.

Having clarified the misunderstanding the Surveyor had undertaken to proceed quickly and had indicated that a start on site should be achieved within two months, subject to funding being in place.

RESOLVED:

To instruct the Clerk to continue to progress the repair of the roof as a priority.

	
	

	
	Cllr T Kirton left the meeting

	
	(b)  
	Gatehouse Repairs Working Group

A Member proposed that a working group of Councillors be established in order to prioritise and timetable repairs and refurbishment works on the Gatehouse, and to prepare a specification for contractors to tender for.

RESOLVED:

To establish a Gatehouse Repairs Working Group and to appoint Cllrs N Heywood, P Hobson, H Hodges, A Redhead, Mrs J Robbins and D Roman to the Gatehouse Repairs Working Group.



	183.
	CCTV


	
	(a)
	Members considered correspondence received from Monmouthshire County Council introducing the Monmouthshire CCTV Scheme Strategy 2008/2010 

and the report on the CCTV meeting held on 15th January 2008.  

Cllrs P Hobson and N Heywood had attended the CCTV meeting on 15th January 2008 and spoke positively of the new approach being adopted by Monmouthshire County Council.  There appeared to be a commitment to work closer with the town councils and to take on board the issue of local monitoring.

It was proposed that the new CCTV Working Group would comprise: a Cabinet Member plus one other County Councillor, the Community Safety Officer and CCTV Development Officer plus two town councillors from each of the four towns. 

The meeting was therefore asked to nominate representatives to the CCTV Working Group.
RESOLVED:

To appoint Cllrs N Heywood and A Redhead as the Town Council’s representatives on the joint CCTV Working Group.



	Cllrs H Ashby and P Hobson left the meeting.



	
	(b)
	Members considered payment of the Town Council’s CCTV contributions for 2006/2007 and 2007/2008.

The meeting also considered future financial commitment to CCTV and noted that any further payments for CCTV should be dependant on a satisfactory level of performance.

RESOLVED:

To pay the Town Council’s CCTV contributions for 2006/2007 and 2007/2008 amounting to £23,000 under the provisions of the Local Government and Rating Act 1997 s31.


	
	(c)
	Members reviewed progress on CCTV in view of the resolution of Council on 26th September 2007:-

“The Clerk to write to Monmouthshire County Council expressing Members  concerns at the lack of progress in taking forward the preferred CCTV scheme  identified by the CCTV User Group for a locally monitored system, based on  two monitoring centres within Police Stations, one in the north of the County  and, the other in the South, and, giving notice of the Town Council’s intention to withdraw from the CCTV partnership with effect from 1st January 2008 unless significant progress had been made by this date.

Members noted that in recent weeks there did appear to be progress in addressing the concerns of the town councils and CCTV User group.
RESOLVED:

Not to withdraw from the CCTV partnership in view of recent progress



	Cllr G McCarthy  left the meeting.



	184.  
	PCSO’s PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT AND FUNDING PROVISION



	
	(a)
	Members noted that new financial information had been received in respect of PCSO funding which indicated that the cost to the Town Council in respect of each PCSO would now be £8,732 in 2008/2009, £9004 in 2009/2010 and £9,275 in 2010/2011.  
Members expressed concern that insufficient budgetary provision had been made to meet this commitment.


	
	To note that new cost information has been provided

	
	(b)
	Members considered the partnership agreement for the provision of additional PCSO’s which had been circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED:

To accept the Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) Partnership Agreement for the part-funding of two PCSO’s in the Chepstow area and to authorise the Clerk to sign the agreement on behalf of the Town Council.


	185.
	SUMMER PLAYSCHEME 2008



	
	(a)
	Members considered correspondence received from Monmouthshire County Council outlining their proposals for the Summer Playscheme 2008 and seeking a financial contribution of £8,000 from the Town Council.

The meeting noted that the County Council were proposing to offer a comprehensive and quality range of summer activities across a wide age group.  

However, the activities were centred in Chepstow leaving the children from Bulwark and Thornwell, largely without provision.  

Members expressed the view that some form of playscheme activity should be arranged to take place in the Bulwark area, in addition to the basic scheme proposed by Monmouthshire County Council and noted that there was sufficient budgetary provision to fund such activities.
The Clerk undertook to meet with Monmouthshire County Council officers in order to ascertain whether they were able to provide additional playscheme activities in Bulwark, if extra funding were to be made available by the Town Council.

RESOLVED:

(a)  To make a financial contribution of £8,000 to Monmouthshire County 
       Council towards the cost of the Summer Playscheme 2008 under the 

       provisions of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 

       Act 1976 s19; and,
(b)  The Clerk to meet with Monmouthshire County Council Officers in order 

        to ascertain whether they were able to provide additional playscheme 

       activities in Bulwark, if extra funding were to be made available by the 

       Town Council.



	
	(b)
	Members welcomed the proposal for the 2008 Summer Playscheme and costs submitted by Mathern Day Nursery but concluded that no decision should be taken on the submission until the possible provision of playscheme activities in Bulwark by Monmouthshire County Council had been clarified.
RESOLVED:

To defer Item 185 (b) Summer Playscheme 2008 to a future meeting of the Town Council.


	Cllr Mrs P Birchall left the meeting.



	186.
	HEALTH AND SAFETY

	
	(a)
	Members considered the Health and Safety Inspection report provided by Peninsula Business Services Ltd.  

RESOLVED:

The Clerk to prepare a Health and Safety Action Plan.



	
	(b)
	Members considered the Health and Safety General Policy statement provided by Peninsula Business Services Ltd.
RESOLVED:

To agree the Health and Safety General Policy statement provided by Peninsula Business Services Ltd and authorise its signature.

The Chair signed the Health & Safety General Policy 



	187.
	TRAINING

	
	(a)
	Complaints Handling Seminar

Members noted the invitation to send a representative to a Complaints Handling Seminar to be held by the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales in association with One Voice Wales which was to take place at 7.00pm on Thursday 21st February 2008 at Miskin Manor Country Hotel, Miskin, Llantrisant
Members undertook to contact the Clerk’s Office if they wished to attend.

	
	(b)
	“Delivering a Successful Youth Council”

Members noted the invitation to send representatives to a seminar on Youth Council’s arranged by One Voice Wales which was to take place at on Saturday, 5th April 2008 from 11.00am to 3.30pm at Ammanford Town Hall, Ammanford SA18 3BE at a cost of £20 per delegate.

RESOLVED:

Members resolved not to send representatives to a seminar on Youth Councils arranged by One Voice Wales to be held in Ammanford on 5th April 2008.



	188.
	FINANCE



	
	(a)
	Precept

Members noted that the Town Council had now received notification of the 2008/2009 Council Tax Base for Chepstow, which at £5,104.72 was an increase of £66.81 on the previous year.  The Town Council’s precept per band D property in 2008/2009 would therefore be £54.08.  Members noted the contents of the draft press release which had been prepared.


	
	(b)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 31st October 2007, 29th November 2007 and 28th December 2007 was confirmed.


	
	(c)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed in respect of the monthly accounts for October, November and December 2007:-
                             October                November               December

Total Payments   £23,542.83            £15,896.39               £12,310.96
Total Receipts     £ 4,172.84             £  2,844.21               £93,354.25



	
	(d) 
	Litter Bins

A Member proposed the virement of £5,000 from the unspent 2007/2008 budget provision for a Litter Picker to fund the purchase and installation of additional litter bins.  

It was anticipated that the purchase cost of the standard LBV/9 Wybone Bin used and recommended by Monmouthshire County Council would be approximately £340 plus installation costs of £100 per bin.

Members supported the proposal and undertook to identify two appropriate locations in each ward for the where new or replacement bins were required.

RESOLVED:

To vire £5,000 from the unspent 2007/2008 budget provision for a Litter Picker to fund the purchase and installation of additional litter bins.
Councillors to advise the Clerk of two suitable sites for new or replacement litter bins within each Ward.



	
	(e)


	Society of Local Council Clerks

Members considered the renewal of the Clerk’s subscription to the Society of Local Council Clerks at a cost of £161 per annum under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s143.

RESOLVED:

To renew the Clerk’s annual subscription to the Society of Local Council Clerks at a cost of £161 per annum under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s143.



	
	(f)
	CEDS 2008/2009

The meeting was advised that applications for CEDS grant funding were invited 

by 15th February 2008.

The Town Mayor suggested that interested Members should access the CEDS application form via Monmouthshire County Council’s web site.



	
	(g)
	Town Amenities Contracts

Members considered the Administrative Officer’s report in respect of Town Amenities Contractors and suppliers for 2007.

A Member expressed concern at high electricity consumption of the Town Council’s current Christmas Lighting displays and requested that the use of low energy displays be investigated.
RESOLVED:

(a)  To confirm the appointment of Soundbase UK Ltd as the Council’s 

       Christmas Lighting Contractor for 2007/2008 at a cost of £12,750 plus 

       VAT under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s144;
(b)  To confirm the appointment of Soundbase UK Ltd as the Council’s 
       contractor for 2007 Christmas Switch On Event at a cost of £2,150 plus 
       VAT under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s144; 
(c)  To confirm the purchase of additional and replacement festoon, bulbs and 
       accessories at a cost of £1,366 plus VAT under the provisions of the Local 
       Government Act 1972 s144; and,
(d)  A report on the use of low energy lighting displays to be considered by the 

       next meeting of the Town Amenities Committee.



	
	(h)


	HR/ Personnel Services

RESOLVED:

To defer consideration of arrangements for obtaining HR/personnel consultancy services to the next Personnel Committee.



	Cllrs Mrs V Crump and D Roman left the meeting.



	189.
	REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES



	
	(a)
	Gwent Levels Flood Defence Alliance

Members received the report provided by Gwent Levels Flood Defence Alliance and considered whether to make a small financial contribution towards the organisation’s administrative expenses. 

RESOLVED:

To contribute £50 towards the administrative costs of the Gwent Levels Flood Defence Alliance under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s142.


	
	(b)
	Connections Meeting with Monmouthshire County Council

Members noted the oral report of the Clerk in respect of the Connections meeting at County Hall at which the draft charter agreement was discussed and acknowledged as being a mechanism through which communication between Community and Town Councils and the Unitary Authority might be improved.
 

	190.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

The following items were reported for Members information and consideration:



	
	(a)
	Monmouthshire County Council

Minutes of the Môr Hafren Area Committee meeting held on 14th November 2007.  



	
	(b) 
	Chepstow Chamber of Commerce 

Minutes of General Meeting held on 1st November 2007.  


	
	(c)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee 

Minutes of General Meeting held on 18th September 2007 and 13th November 2007.  


	
	(d) 
	Better Trains for Chepstow (BT4C)

The January 2008 campaign report. 


	
	(e)
	Area Committee Budget Consultation Meeting

Special meeting of the Area Committee to consider 2008/2009 Budget proposals and to provide a consultation opportunity for Business ratepayers at 6.00pm on Tuesday, 5th February 2008 at The Recreation Hall, Portskewett.


	
	(f)
	Unit 2 School Hill Centre, Chepstow

The meeting was advised of the proposal to erect CCTV cameras at the School Hill Centre, Chepstow and the assurance received that the cameras would not intrude or interfere with the Old Library Building.



	
	(g)
	Highways Workshop 

Highways Workshop and presentation by Monmouthshire County Council officers at 6pm on 19th February 2008 at County Hall, Cwmbran.



	191.
	CORRESPONDENCE

The meeting noted correspondence set out in the schedule which had been circulated with the agenda. 


	192.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.



	
	(a)
	Apple Tree Planting.

The meeting was advised that the Apple Tree Planting Project would commence with the planting of seven trees at Pembroke Primary School on Friday, 25th January 2008 followed by planting at The Dell, St Mary’s and Thornwell Primary Schools.
Members requested that they be informed of the dates and times of the planting within the Schools within their wards and that the Town Council’s representative on the Governing Body of each school be similarly notified.



	
	(b)
	Pelican Crossing at Thornwell.

Members were advised that external funding of £17,500 towards the cost of a pelican crossing at Thornwell School had been identified, subject to match funding being provided.

The Clerk undertook to include an appropriate item on the agenda for the next meeting.



	
	(c)
	Intergenerational Event – Thornwell Primary School

The meeting was advised that Thornwell Primary School would be holding an Intergenerational Afternoon Tea and Cakes on Friday 25th January to which over 50's were invited to join the children to talk about the history of Thornwell and share their special memories/treasures.



	193.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Bulwark Switch On Event

Electronic Recording of Council Meetings

Match-funding for a pelican crossing at Thornwell Primary School.



	194.
	EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:

To exclude the press and public owing to the commercial nature of the following Item 195 Old Library Boundary Wall.



	195.
	OLD LIBRARY BOUNDARY WALL



	
	(a)
	The meeting further considered the contract arrangements for the erection of a stone boundary wall to the rear of the Old Library Building in view of the advice received from Monmouthshire County Council’s Property Services Officers. 

RESOLVED:

That under the circumstances it would be appropriate for Mr & Mrs R Drewett to appoint their own contractor to undertake the work, subject to the following:-

1.  Full consultation with the Council’s tenant at the Old Library Building; and 
     approval of the contractor’s specification by the Town Council’s agent 
     (Monmouthshire County Council Property Services Dept) prior to work on 
     site commencing.

2.  Agreement to the inspection/supervision of work in progess by the Town 
     Council’s agent (Monmouthshire County Council Property Services Dept). 

3.  Confirmation that the work will be completed to a high standard to be 
     confirmed by the Town Council’s agent (Monmouthshire County Council 
     Property Services Dept). 

Subject to the above, the Town Council would undertake to contribute financially towards the cost of the building of a stone boundary wall.



	
	(b)
	The meeting noted the paper to Chepstow Town Council on behalf of Mr and Mrs R Drewett, owners of The School Hill Business Centre, School Hill, Chepstow.


	196.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 27th February 2008 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.



	CLOSE:  This completed the business of the meeting at 9.30pm.

Signed  ……………………………..

Date  …………………………..

CHAIRMAN
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