CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL

The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow

Tel 01291 626370 Email towncouncil@chepstow.co.uk 




17th January 2008 
Dear Councillor

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Chepstow Town Council to be held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow on Wednesday 23rd January 2008 at 7.00pm for the purpose of transacting the following business.

Members of the public are invited to address the Town Council for 15 minutes commencing at approximately 7.15pm.
To receive a short presentation from Homemakers Community Recycling
Yours faithfully

Sandra Bushell

TOWN CLERK

	175.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA



	176.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a)  To note that Eric Heath, a Chepstow Town Councillor from 1975 to 1991, and,
       Town Mayor in 1980/81 and 1984/85 died aged 91 on 31st December 2007.  
       Arrangements for a memorial reception are in progress.


	177. 
	MINUTES

(a)  To approve the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 28th November 2007.
      (Attached)
(b)  To reconsider Item 150 (b) Remembrance Day Parade and sign page 71 of the 
       minutes of the meeting of Council held on 24th October 2007.  (Attached)


	178.
	MATTERS ARISING

To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 28th November 2007, not on the agenda, for information only.


	179.
	BUSINESS DEFERRED  FROM MEETING ON 28TH NOVEMBER 2007 



	
	(a)
	Funding Request - Tourist Information Visitor Signs and Visitor Counter

To consider the request for a financial contribution towards the cost of £1,274.00 for erecting “Tourist Information Signs” and £1,410.00 for relocating the electronic “visitor counter” within the Tourist Information office.



	
	(b)
	Open Spaces Society

To consider renewal of the Council’s subscription to the Open Spaces Society at a cost of £30 per annum under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s143.



	
	(c)
	Axis 3 Funding Scheme

To note that the Town Council’s grant funding application made under Axis 3 has been accepted at round 1 of the bids. 

	180.
	COMMITTEES



	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 28th November 2007, 12th December 2007 and draft minutes of the meeting the l9th January 2008. (Attached)


	
	(b)
	Financial Policy and Audit Committee 

To adopt the draft minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee held on 21st November 2007. (Attached)


	
	(c)
	Personnel Committee 

To receive the draft minutes of the Personnel Committee held on 12th December 2007. (Attached)


	
	(d)
	Town Amenities Committee 

To receive the draft minutes of the Town Amenities Committee held on 17th October 2007. (Attached)


	181.
	DRILL HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

	
	(a)
	To receive the report of the Drill Hall Management Committee meeting held on 30th October 2007.


	
	(b)
	To receive an update on progress towards the hand over of the Drill Hall.
(Oral report)


	182.
	GATEHOUSE

(a)  To receive an update on the progress of works required to the Town Arch
       and Gatehouse. (Oral report)
(b)  To consider the creation of a Gatehouse Repairs Working Group to prioritise and

       timetable repairs and refurbishment works on the Gatehouse, and to prepare a 

       specification for contractors to tender for.  (Cllr Roman oral report)



	183.
	CCTV

	
	(a)
	To consider correspondence received from Monmouthshire County Council 

introducing the Monmouthshire CCTV Scheme Strategy 2008/2010 

and the report on the CCTV meeting held on 15th January 2008


	
	(b)
	To consider payment of CCTV contributions for 2006/2007 and 2007/2008; and,



	
	(c)
	To review progress on CCTV in view of the resolution of Council on 26th        September 2007:-

“The Clerk to write to Monmouthshire County Council expressing Members  concerns at the lack of progress in taking forward the preferred CCTV scheme  identified by the CCTV User Group for a locally monitored system, based on  two monitoring centres within Police Stations, one in the north of the County  and, the other in the South, and, giving notice of the Town Council’s intention to withdraw from the CCTV partnership with effect from 1st January 2008 unless significant progress had been made by this date.


	184.  
	PCSO’s PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT AND FUNDING PROVISION



	
	(a)
	To note that new financial information has been received in respect of PCSO funding which indicates that the cost to the Town Council in respect of each PCSO will now be £8,732 in 2008/2009, £9004 in 2009/2010 and £9,275 in 2010/2011.
	
	To note that new cost information has been provided

	
	(b)
	To consider the partnership agreement for the provision of additional PCSO’s and authorise its signature.  (Attached)


	185.
	SUMMER PLAYSCHEME 2008

	
	(a)
	To consider correspondence received from Monmouthshire County Council 
outlining their proposals for the Summer Playscheme 2008 and seeking a financial contribution of £8,000 from the Town Council. (Attached)


	
	(b)
	To consider the proposal for the 2008 Summer Playscheme and costs submitted by Mathern Day Nursery.  (Confidential report attached)


	186.
	HEALTH AND SAFETY
To consider the Health and Safety Inspection report provided by Peninsular Business Services Ltd.  (Attached)


	
	(a)
	To consider the Health and Safety Inspection report provided by Peninsular Business Services Ltd.  (Attached): and,


	
	(b)
	To agree the Health and Safety General Policy provided by Peninsular Business Services Ltd and authorise its signature. (Attached)


	187.
	TRAINING



	
	(a)
	Complaints Handling Seminar

To consider the invitation to send a representative to a Complaints Handling Seminar held by the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales in association with One Voice Wales which will take place at 7.00pm on Thursday 21st February 2008 at Miskin Manor Country Hotel, Miskin, Llantrisant, CF72 8ND.



	
	(b)
	“Delivering a Successful Youth Council”

To consider the invitation to send representatives to a seminar on Youth Council’s arranged by One Voice Wales which will take place at on Saturday, 5th April 2008 from 11.00am to 3.30pm at Ammanford Town Hall, Ammanford SA18 3BE at a cost of £20 per delegate.


	188.
	FINANCE


	
	(a)
	Precept
To note that the Town Council has now received notification of the 2008/2009 Council Tax Base for Chepstow, which at £5,104.72 is an increase of £66.81 on the previous year.  The Town Council’s precept per band D property in 2008/2009 will therefore be £54.08.  (Copy draft press release attached)


	
	(b)
	Bank Reconciliation

To confirm the reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 31st October 2007,  29th November 2007 and 28th December 2007. (Attached)


	
	(c)
	Accounts

To receive and adopt the monthly accounts for October, November and December 2007.  (Attached)



	
	(d) 
	Litter Bins

To consider the virement of £5,000 from the unspent 2007/2008 budget provision for a Litter Picker to fund the purchase and installation of additional litter bins.  (Cllr Roman oral report)


	
	(e)


	Society of Local Council Clerks

To consider the renewal of the Clerk’s subscription to the Society of Local Council Clerks at a cost of £161 per annum under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 s143.



	
	(f)
	CEDS 2008/2009

To identify appropriate projects as the basis of a funding application prior to the submission deadline 15th February 2008.


	
	(g)
	Town Amenities Contracts

To consider the attached report and confirm the appointment of Christmas Lighting Contractors and suppliers for 2007.


	
	(h)


	HR/ Personnel Services

To discuss arrangements for obtaining HR/personnel consultancy services.


	189.
	REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES


	
	(a)
	Gwent Levels Flood Defence Alliance

To note the attached report provided by Gwent Levels Flood Defence Alliance and to consider whether to make a small financial contribution towards the organisations administrative expenses. 


	190.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION


	
	(a)
	Monmouthshire County Council

Minutes of the Môr Hafren Area Committee meeting held on 14th November 2007.  (Attached)


	
	(b) 
	Chepstow Chamber of Commerce 

Minutes of General Meeting held on 1st November 2007.  (Attached)



	
	(c)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee 

Minutes of General Meeting held on 18th September 2007 and 13th November 2007.  (Attached)



	
	(d) 
	Better Trains for Chepstow (BT4C)

To note the January 2008 campaign report. (Attached) 


	
	(e)
	Area Committee Budget Consultation Meeting
To note that there will be a special meeting of the Area Committee to consider 2008/2009 Budget proposals and to provide a consultation opportunity for Business ratepayers at 10.00am on Tuesday, 5th February 2008.


	
	(f)
	Unit 2 School Hill Centre, Chepstow

To note that CCTV cameras are to be erected at the School Hill Centre, Chepstow and that the Town Council has received an assurance that the cameras will not intrude or interfere with the Old Library Building.



	
	(g)
	Highways Workshop 
To note that there will be a Highways Workshop and presentation by Monmouthshire County Council officers at 6pm on 19th February 2008 at County Hall, Cwmbran.


	191.
	CORRESPONDENCE


	192.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.


	193.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING


	194.
	TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC OWING TO THE COMMERCIAL NATURE OF THE FOLLOWING ITEM 195. OLD LIBRARY BOUNDARY WALL


	195.
	OLD LIBRARY BOUNDARY WALL


	
	(a)
	To further consider the contract arrangements for the erection of a stone boundary wall to the rear of the Old Library Building in view of the advice received from Monmouthshire County Council’s Property Services Officers. (Oral report): and,


	
	(b)
	To note the attached report

	196.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

To confirm that the next meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 27th February 2008 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.



