CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of the extraordinary meeting of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee of Chepstow Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow
 on Wednesday, 10th June 2009 at 7.00pm

Present: 
Chairman

Cllr P Hobson 
Councillors: 
H Ashby, M Brady, Y Havard, N Heywood, J Robbins, P Rutter
Apologies:


In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell (Town Clerk)
	1.
	Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda.

Cllr M Brady declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 7. Community Grants Scheme in respect of Chepstow Cormeilles Twinning Association and left the meeting for the discussion of this grant application.



	2.
	Minutes

The Minutes of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee Meeting held on 4th February 2009 were confirmed and signed as a true record.


	3.
	Matters Arising

None.



	4.
	To elect a Vice Chairman

Nominations were sought.
RESOLVED:

Cllr M Brady be elected Vice Chairman of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee for the year 2009/2010.



	5.
	“Gum Removal”

At the request of the meeting of Council on 27th May 2009, the Committee considered the report from Cllr M Brady in pursuant of the Council’s agreed objective “to investigate the measures for removing unsightly gum from the town streets“.

There was agreement that the town centre pavements were in need of gum clearing and 

concern was expressed that this was not routinely undertaken by the County Council.

A Member reported that “gum targets“ placed on litter bins had been sucessful in some towns and should perhaps be investigated for Chepstow.

The Clerk advised that three alternative quotaions had been obtained and that all were considerably more expensive than the contractor identified in Cllr Brady’s report.

The Council’s budget was reviewed and it was concluded that the service could be funded from savings identified within the current year’s budget.
RESOLVED:

To fund the gum cleaning of the town centre area from the top of Moor Street down High Street to the bottom of St Mary’s Street and the bus station in Thomas Street at a cost of £3,450 from savings within the current year’s budget.  Local Government Act 1972 s144.


	6.
	Two Rivers Folk Festival

The meeting considered whether to continue the sponsorship commenced in 2007/2008 of ten full weekend wristbands for pupils at Chepstow Comprehensive School to attend the Two Rivers Folk Festival.  Members noted that the wristbands were offered at a cost of £40 each and that there was budgetary provision of £500 in the current financial year for this expenditure.  
RESOLVED:

To fund ten full weekend wristbands for pupils at Chepstow Comprehensive School to attend the Two Rivers Folk Festival at a cost of £40 each.  (Local Government Act 1972 s145.)



	7.
	Community Grants Scheme Grant Funding Applications

The meeting noted that there was a provision of £6,000 for Community Grants within the current financial year and discussed how this budget might best be allocated.  It was concluded that no more than £3,000 should be awarded at this stage of the financial year.
Members considered Community Grant funding requests received from 1st Bulwark Rangers, Chepstow Cormeilles Twinning Association, Chepstow Fairtrade Forum,

Chepstow and District Gardening Club, Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod, Chepstow Showcase and Rock in the Dell.  
Each of the applications was evaluated against the Council’s Community Grants policy and criteria.

RESOLVED:

(a) To agree the following Community Grants:-

     1st Bulwark Rangers - £100.  Local Government Act 1972s145;

     Chepstow Fair Trade Forum - £140. Local Government Act 1972s144;

     Chepstow Showcase - £500. Local Government Act 1972s144; and
     Chepstow and District Gardening Club - £330. Local Government Act 1972s145 and
     to request that Chepstow and District Gardening Club encourage schoolchildren to 
     become more involved with the town’s floral displays by planting up tubs and 

     containers for the town centre.
(b) To defer consideration of the following applications until further 

      information/clarification was provided:-

     Chepstow Cormeilles Twinning Association.  Clarification of the date/period for 

     which funding was sought.

     Rock in the Dell.  Copies of the event management documentation agreed by 

     Monmouthshire County Council were required.

(c) To decline the following Community Grant Funding Application which did not 

      meet the Council’s Community Grant Funding criteria:-

      Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod 



	8.
	Year End Accounts 2008/2009

Members noted year end accounts for the year ending 31st March 2009
RESOLVED:

To adopt the year end accounts for the year ending 31st March 2009. 


	9.
	Items for Next Meeting


	10.
	Date of Next Meeting.

The next meeting of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee will take place at 6.15 am on Wednesday 15th July 2009 in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow.



CLOSE:  This completed the business of the meeting at 8.10pm.
Signed  …………………………..


Date  …………………
CHAIRMAN
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