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CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of the ordinary meeting of Chepstow Town Council held in The Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow on Wednesday 26th October 2011 at 7.00pm
Present:



Chairman:

Cllr H Hodges (Ton Mayor) 

Councillors:
H Ashby, Ms H Beach, M Bradey, D Dovey, 

Mrs S Dovey, Mrs Y Havard, N Heywood, P Hobson, 

Ms M Lewis, A Redhead, P Rutter, A Watts

Apologies:  
Cllr Mrs J Robbins
In Attendance:
Ms S Bushell, (Town Clerk)




Mrs A Gadd (Administrative Officer)

Prior to the commencement of the business of the meeting Members received an update from Horizon Nuclear Power on the proposed new nuclear facility at Oldbury Power Station and a presentation from Monmouthshire County Council in respect of proposed changes to
Car Parking charges in Chepstow. 
	Cllr H Ashby left the meeting.



	93.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Mrs Y Havard declared an interest under the Code of Conduct in Item 103(a) Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau and took no part in the discussion of this item.


	94.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported attendance at the following events:-

Friday, 30th September 2011 – Monmouthshire Pride Awards.

Tuesday, 11th October 2011 – Chepstow “Walkers are Welcome” accreditation meeting.

Saturday, 15th October 2011 – Warren Slade Wood opening of new woodland path.

Thursday, 20th October 2011 – Chepstow/Cormeilles Twinning Association AGM.


	95.
	MINUTES

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 28th September 2011 were confirmed and signed as a true record, subject to the amendment of the attendance record to include Cllr A Redhead. 


	96.
	MATTERS ARISING

Item 87 (d). Community Grant Funding Request. In response to an enquiry from the Chairman of the Financial Policy and Resources Committee the Clerk advised that “Monmouthshire Walking Festival” had confirmed that the banner produced using Town Council funding was reusable year to year.


	97.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

The minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 28th September and 12th October 2011. 
RESOLVED:

To receive the minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meetings held on 28th September and 12th October 2011. 


	98.
	REMEMBRANCE PARADE AND SERVICE
Members noted that the annual Remembrance Parade and Service would take place on Sunday 13th November 2011 and would be followed by a reception at the Drill Hall.

A short Remembrance Day Service would also take place at 11.00am on Friday 11th November 2011 at the War Memorial.  Details of both events had been circulated with the agenda.


	99.
	THE DELL PRIMARY SCHOOL – AppOintment of town council representative
The meeting noted that it was the turn of Chepstow Town Council to nominate a representative to the Governing Body of the Dell Primary School and considered representation.
RESOLVED:

To nominate Cllr P Rutter as the Town Council’s representative to the Governing Body of the Dell Primary School.


	100.
	Monmouthshire county council – proposed changes to car parking charges.
Members considered the extracts from the report to Monmouthshire County Councils Economy and Development Select Committee and the presentation by Monmouthshire County Council’s officer in respect of proposed changes to Car Parking Charges.
RESOLVED:

To submit the following response to Monmouthshire County Council’s consultation exercise:-
“The Town Council considers that in the present economic climate any changes to the car parking arrangements should be cost neutral and therefore rejects the County Council’s proposed changes to charges.  The Town Council would further seek negotiation with Monmouthshire County Council with a view to devolving the control and management of the local car parks to the Town Council.”



	101.
	CHEPSTOW RIVERBANK AND HOLLINS CLOSE

The meeting considered approaching Monmouthshire County Council with a view to securing the transfer of the Riverbank area and Hollins Close in line with the resolution of the Financial Policy and Audit Committee of 13th July 2011.  Members outlined a number of ongoing issues with regard to the current maintenance of these areas and considered how maintenance might be improved if undertaken locally, should the responsibility for maintenance be devolved to the Town Council.
RESOLVED:

To enter into negotiation with Monmouthshire County Council with a view to securing the devolution of responsibility for the maintenance and litter picking of the Riverbank area and Hollins Close Garden, to include responsibility for public furniture but to exclude litter bin emptying, subject to a satisfactory settlement from Monmouthshire County Council.


	102.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

The reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 30th September 2011 was confirmed.


	
	(b)
	Accounts

Adoption was agreed in respect of the monthly accounts for September 2011. 
Total Payments            £27,762.81

Total Receipts              £  3,185.50


	
	(c)
	Draft Budget 2012/2013
The meeting considered the 2012/2013 Draft Budget recommended by the Financial Policy and Audit Committee on 19th October 2011. 
RESOLVED:

To agree the 2012/2013 Budget totaling £309,329 recommended by the Financial Policy and Audit Committee on 19th October 2011. 


	Cllrs P Hobson and P Rutter left the meeting.



	103.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES



	
	(a)
	Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau

Members noted the report of the Chairman of Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau in respect of the proposed merger of the four Citizens Advice Bureaus in Monmouthshire.  


	
	(b)
	Chepstow Library Focus Group

The Council’s representative reported that Chepstow Library had secured a Welsh Government grant of £120,000 to fund improvements to the library.  The proposed improvement would include a reduced counter area, with greater emphasis being placed on “self service”, there would however be no reduction in staffing levels.  It was also proposed to develop a teen area following consultation with local young people and, to develop the garden as a further reading area.

Members noted that the Town Council had offered to provide accommodation for future meetings of the Library Focus Group.



	104.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

Members note the following items reported for information:-

	
	(a)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

The minutes of the Chepstow Marketing meeting held on 13th September 2011. 


	
	(b)
	Chepstow Chamber of Commerce

To note the minutes of the Annual General and Ordinary meetings of Chepstow Chamber of Commerce held on 1st September 2011 and the 6th October 2011. (Attached)



	
	(c)
	Horizon Nuclear Power – Update on Plans for new Nuclear Power Oldbury.
The Community Update Newsletter entitled “Our plans for new nuclear power at Oldbury”, dated October 2011 produced by Horizon Nuclear Power.  



	
	(d)
	One Voice Wales – The Voice Issue 17 Autumn
Copies of the One Voice Wales Autumn Newsletter “The Voice” made available at the meeting.


	
	(e)
	Lower Wye Area Committee

The minutes of the Lower Wye Area Committee meeting held on 13th July 2011. 


	105
	MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL- CONSULTATION ON DEPOSIT LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN(LDP)

The meeting noted that the statutory consultation on the Local Development Plan would take place between 6th October 2011 and 18th November 2011.  Members considered a number of issues within the Plan which would have direct impact on Chepstow, including: the proposed Mabey Bridge development; proposed new development at Lydney; proposed park and ride facilities and the need for improved public transport facilities and services; high traffic volumes within the town and particularly on the A48; the designated Air Quality Management Area; and, the safeguarding of an A48 Chepstow outer bypass route.  An alternative Chepstow by pass route along the Riverbank through the proposed Mabey Bridge was identified and it was suggested that future s106 monies might be used as a contribution to such a scheme.

Members also expressed concern at the lack of housing which was affordable to local residents, stating that even new housing development identified as “affordable housing” was beyond the financial reach of many local residents.  Members identified the need for more “social housing” with Chepstow.
RESOLVED:

To delegate authority to the Clerk, in consultation with the Town Mayor, to prepare the Town Council’s response to the Local Development Plan for consideration and agreement by the next meeting of the Planning and Administration Committee.  Members to contact the Clerk prior to the next meeting of the Planning and Administration Committee with any additional matters which they wished to raise with regard to the Town Council’s response to the Local Development Plan.


	106
	MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – CCTV PARTNERSHIP MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

The meeting considered the Memorandum of Understanding prepared by Monmouthshire County Council in respect of the CCTV scheme.  Members raised a number of concerns in respect of the proposed Memorandum of Understanding including: the proposed increase in annual charges to £12,995.16; the proposed indexation based on the RPI for the previous month; and, the introduction of a £1,000 charge for consumables including tapes.  Members questioned the reference to tapes as it was felt that tapes were no longer appropriate technology.
Members also questioned whether the current system was working effectively and was meeting local need, and, whether fibre optic cables were now being used for data transmission.  The quality and effectiveness of monitoring information and reports was also questioned.

The Clerk undertook to raise Members concerns with the CCTV team and to report further to Council.


	107
	CORRESPONDENCE

Members received and considered correspondence as per the schedule circulated with the agenda.
With the consent of the Chairman the Clerk reported the following items of correspondence received too late to be included on the agenda but which time expire prior to the next meeting of Council:-

(a) Monmouthshire County Council – Notification of safety testing of memorials to commence in Chepstow Cemetery from 5th November 2011.
(b) One Voice Wales – Notification of training course entitled “Community Engagement” to take place at The Sessions House, Usk on Tuesday, 8th November 2011 for which the cost per delegate would be £25.



	108.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.
(a) Freedom Ceremony and Parade

The Clerk advised that arrangements for the granting of the Freedom of the Town of Chepstow to the Rifles Regiment were progressing.  The Freedom Granting Ceremony would take place in the grounds of Chepstow Castle at 10.00am and would be followed by the parade commencing at 11.15am from Regent Way, down Moor Street, High Street and Bridge Street to the Castle.  The Town Mayor, Clerk and invited dignitaries would take the salute at the War Memorial at approximately 11.30am.
The Clerk sought Members views on the proposed list of guests to be invited to join the local community and Town Council in observing the parade and, on the list of dignitaries to be invited to attend the Freedom Granting Ceremony and to take the salute.  Members identified that the Manager of Chepstow Community Hospital and the Chief Executive of Monmouthshire County Council should be added to the guest lists.

(b) Apple Day
The meeting was advised that the annual “Apple Day Event” would take place on Sunday 30th October 2011 at the Drill Hall.

(c) Closure of Minor Injuries Unit at Chepstow Hospital

Members expressed concern at the proposed closure of the Minor Injuries Unit at Chepstow Hospital and lack of local consultation and, asked that a representative of the Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council be invited to address a future meeting of the Town Council.

(d) Proposed Roundabout A466 Chepstow Racecourse

The meeting noted local residents concerns with regard to the traffic management proposals on the A466 at Chepstow Racecourse and in particular the proposed roundabout.

(e) Chepstow Bus Station Public Convenience

The meeting was pleased to be advised that work was finally to commence on the installation of the long awaited public convenience at Chepstow Bus Station.

(f) St Mary’s Street – Traffic Restriction

The meeting was advised that it appeared that the designated pedestrian only hours within St Mary’s Street were not being observed and that the prohibitive barriers did not appear to be in regular use.
(g) Bulwark Corner

The meeting received a report of speeding traffic approaching Bulwark Corner in the late evening and early morning.



	109.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Closure of Minor Injuries Unit at Chepstow District Hospital

Update on Chepstow Street Pastors Scheme.



	110.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 23rd November 2011 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse,

High Street, Chepstow.



CLOSE: This completed the business of the meeting at 9.40pm
Signed: …………………………… 



Date…………………….
CHAIRMAN
� EMBED PBrush  ���
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