CHEPSTOW TOWN COUNCIL

The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow

Tel 01291 626370 Email towncouncil@chepstow.co.uk 





20th January 2010 
Dear Councillor

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Chepstow Town Council to be held in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow on Wednesday 27th January 2010 at 7.00pm for the purpose of transacting the following business.

Members of the public are invited to address the Town Council for 15 minutes commencing at approximately 7.00pm.
Members are reminded that they attend this meeting under the provisions of the Town Council’s Code of Conduct

Yours faithfully

Sandra Bushell

TOWN CLERK

	149.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA



	150.
	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS



	151.
	MINUTES

To approve the minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 25th November 2009.
(Attached)


	152.
	MATTERS ARISING

To report matters arising from the minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 25th November 2009, not on the agenda, for information only.


	153.
	COMMITTEES

	
	(a)
	Planning and Administration Committee

To receive the draft minutes of the Planning and Administration Committee meeting held on 25th November and 9th December 2009. (Attached)


	154.
	ELECTION – ST CHRISTOPHERS WARD

Members are advised that following the resignation of Cllr Steve Sullivan on 2nd December 2009 an election to fill the casual vacancy in St Christopher’s Ward is to be held on Thursday 18th February 2010.


	155.
	MAYOR’S CHARITY CONCERT

To note that the Town Mayor proposes to hold a Charity Concert in St Mary’s Parish Church on Friday 30th April at 7.00pm in order to raise funds for Chepstow Town Band and the South Gwent Music Service.


	156.
	MAYOR’S PROPOSAL TO FORM AN ASSOCIATION WITH SALT ASH TOWN COUNCIL

To consider the Town Mayor’s request to form an association with Salt Ash Town Council, on the basis of a Celtic Connection.  (Mayor’s oral report)


	157.
	CODE OF CONDUCT – DRAFT GUIDANCE FROM THE PUBLIC SERVICE OMBUDSMAN FOR WALES
To consider Draft Guidance on the Model Code of Conduct issued by the Public Services Ombudsman on which comments are invited by 12th February.  (Attached)


	158.
	REDUCTION IN SEARCH AND RESCUE SERVICE AT RMB CHIVENOR
To note that there are proposals to down grade the Search and Rescue service at RMB Chivenor to a 12 hours per day in place of the current 24 hour cover and in view of the potential implications for Chepstow, to consider the Council’s response to these proposals.  (Copy press article attached)


	159.
	PROPOSED CHARTER FOR MONMOUTHSHIRE 

To consider the proposed charter for community and town councils in Monmouthshire and Monmouthshire County Council, circulated by One Voice Wales.  (Attached) 



	160.
	ONE VOICE WALES – CONSULTATION ON INSANTANEOUS TRANSLATION FACILITIES

One Voice Wales is seeking Members views on the provision on instantaneous translation facilities at meetings of the Larger Local Council Committee, in view of the fact that no use was made of the facilities provided at their last meeting.


	161.
	REQUEST TO ESTABLISH WOODLAND COMMITTEE

To consider the request from a local resident to establish a “Woodland Committee” for the area at the end of Wye Crescent. (Oral report)


	162.
	TOWN AWARDS SCHEME 

To note the recent press release issued in respect of the Town Awards Scheme (Attached)


	163.
	TOWN COUNCIL WEB SITE

To note that the Town Council web site has been upgraded and will shortly go live.  During the updating of the site it has become clear that a number of the photographs on the site should be replaced and that the site would benefit from additional photographs.  Members are therefore asked to review the site and in particular agree how new photographs might be obtained.  (Clerks oral report)


	164.
	FINANCE

	
	(a)
	Bank Reconciliation

To confirm the reconciliation of the Council’s Bank Accounts at 30th November and 31st December 2009. (Attached)


	
	(b)
	Accounts

To receive and adopt the monthly accounts for November & December 2009.  (Attached)


	
	(c)
	Precept

To note that the Town Council has now received notification of the 2010/2011 Council Tax Base for Chepstow, which at £5,244.74 is an increase of £140.02 on the previous year.  The Town Council’s precept per band D property in 2010/2011 will therefore be £58.98.  (Copy draft press release attached)


	
	(d)
	Society of Local Council Clerks Membership

To consider renewal of the Clerk’s membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks at a cost of £212.  (Local Government Act 1972 s143)


	
	(e)
	Community and Economic Development Scheme Grants 2010/2011

To note the availability of Community and Economic Development Scheme Grants for 2010/2011 for which the deadline for applications is 26th February 2010, and if appropriate identify project(s) which might for the basis of an application.  (Correspondence attached)


	165.
	REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES



	
	(a)
	One Voice Wales – Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee

To note minutes of the meeting held on 15th October 2009. (Attached)


	
	(b)
	One Voice Wales – Larger Local Councils Committee 

To note minutes of the meeting held on 21st October  2009. (Attached)


	
	(c)
	Governing Body of The Dell Primary School

To note the minutes of the meeting of the Governing Body of the Dell Primary School held on 24th November 2009. (Attached)


	166.
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
The following items are reported for information only:-

	
	(a)
	Chepstow Chamber of Commerce 

Minutes of the Chepstow Chamber of Commerce meetings held on Thursday 5th November and 3rd December 2009. (Attached) 



	
	(b)
	Chepstow Marketing Committee

Minutes of the Chepstow Marketing meeting held on 10th November and 8th December 2009. (Attached) 



	
	(c)
	Monmouthshire County Council – Môr Hafren Committee

Minutes of Monmouthshire County Council’s Môr Hafren Committee meeting held on 21st October and 9th December 2009 (Attached)


	
	(d)
	The Voice – November 2009

Copies of the One Voice Wales newsletter, The Voice Issue 12 will be available at the meeting.



	
	(e)
	Invitation to attend re-launch of the Piercefield Walks on Tuesday 16th March 2010
Invitation to attend re-launch of the Piercefield Walks on Tuesday 16th March 2010.  (Correspondence attached)


	
	(f)
	Notice of Meeting for Business Ratepayers

Invitation for Business Ratepayers to attend a meeting to discuss service developments and budgets on 2nd February, at the Recreation Hall, Portskewett



	167.
	CORRESPONDENCE



	168.
	MATTERS RELATING TO THE PUBLIC AND URGENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE.



	169.
	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING


	170.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

To confirm that the next meeting of the Town Council will take place on Wednesday 24th February2010 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, The Gatehouse, Chepstow.


